Pacific Northwest Access Developers Group
Newsletter and Meeting Announcement
Tuesday, August 17, 2010 --  Café for Building 40

♦ ♦ ♦ Items of Immediate Interest ♦ ♦ ♦

Brainstorming Session -- Help us Maximize Member Benefits!

We are considering holding both Access group meetings on the same night and we need YOUR suggestions and thoughts about how to maximize benefits, and to retain the identities and focus of each group. For example, the group meetings would run consecutively and have much of the same format; with opportunities for combined networking sessions. We would retain the individual group entities, membership and mission so that the SAG would continue to focus on beginner level topics and the PNWADG would focus on intermediate to advanced areas. And of course, we will continue encourage people to participate in both groups -- you are sure to learn something at each session.  The concept is evolving and we need YOUR ideas on how to organize the groups and maximize the benefits received for the time invested by members, guests, presenters, and sponsors.
Randy, our Membership VP, will host a brainstorming session to explore various options and to elicit ideas and preferences from the membership. Please think about this approach and be prepared to share what you think are pros and cons and how we might best server our members.  All on-topic thoughts will be considered appropriate! If you can’t make it to either meeting this month, please email your thoughts to access@datadynamicsnw.com.
Main Presentation: Leveraging Data Macros by George Hepworth, Access MVP
Access 2010 provides many new features and enhancements that provide invaluable benefits to all levels of Access users and developers. Data macros are a prime example -- they give us the opportunity to do things at the table level that we couldn’t do in the past. George will explain how to create data macros, when they are helpful and ... when they are *essential*.
Monthly Meetings, Drawings and Rewards
We appreciate our volunteers and everyone who participates in the meetings. Join us for opportunities to receive books, software, peripherals and other fun stuff -- everyone is a winner! This week, you could win a signed copy of “Access 2010 Programmers Reference.”

Microsoft Security Update - Major Release on Tuesday, Aug 17th!
You may want to start early to allow adequate time for updates and rebooting.  Get details from Microsoft Security Bulletin Summary www.microsoft.com/technet/security/bulletin/ms10-aug.mspx
   *  *  Office 2010 --- DYK  *   *  *  
Find and SHARE interesting factoids and insights about Office 2010 by visiting the official Did You Know site ......  www.microsoft.com/office/story  Join in the excitement and hype by connecting through Facebook at  http://www.facebook.com/Office
Volunteer to do a launch presentation for the user groups!  (contact Teresa for materials and ideas -- participation reaps rewards! )

Check the Downloads section for dozens of links to great software, tips and training.

Mark your calendars and join us at the Access group meetings on the second and third Tuesdays of every month.

See you Tuesday --- and bring a colleague!!

Teresa


Newsletters are on www.SeattleAccess.org
Need to change your email address or looking for presentation materials?

Please send an email to Teresa@DataDynamicsNW.com
Intro and Main PresentationNewsletter Sections
   
Meetings, Events, Etc
Downloads and Updates          

Meeting Times and Location   Third Tuesday of the Month from 6:15 until 9 (or 9:30 ish) PM. 
Building Security

 HYPERLINK "" \l "Locked_Out#Locked_Out" \o "#Locked_Out"                 
  Microsoft Café for Building 40, off NE 31st St., Redmond
Our Sponsors
Note: If the bookmarks don’t function within this email, try saving it to Word or download the announcement from SeattleAccess.org
Need to get in? Ring the Doorbell--- then thank Randy ;~). If that fails, please tap the window with your key.

Networking
Networking 
Pizza + Pop + developers = Technical Talk Time. AKA – Networking and the perfect opportunity to visit someone you haven’t talked with before. How else will you find out what you have in common or maybe able to offer each other? And, since we all have nametags, no need for embarrassing moments trying to remember a name. 
Nametags are your ticket pizza; no nametag - no pizza. Delivery is scheduled for 6 PM  ;-). 
(We do our best to accommodate special dietary requests -- please give me 48 hours notice. We average 2 to 3 slices per person, but not everyone arrives early. So, please understand if you don’t see your favorite toppings. Non-members are invited to enjoy the refreshments and make a $5 donation.)

Members are welcome to share job announcements, resumes and business cards. You may also send me an email with your resume along with a brief statement of your specialty, availability and a bracket on your rates. There is no telling when I’ll hear about interesting opportunities.

PNWADG Presentations and Other Events (back to top)
 
Brainstorming Session -- Help us Maximize Member Benefits!  Lead by Randy Weers
In an effort to improve benefits and participation, we are considering holding both Access group meetings on the same night and we need YOUR suggestions and thoughts about how to maximize benefits, and to retain the identities and focus of each group. For example, the group meetings would run consecutively and have much of the same format; with opportunities for combined networking sessions. Occasionally, meeting nights might have a theme with both groups covering the same topic but at different levels of detail and complexity. 

To help maintain their individual missions and sponsor support, we would retain the individual group entities and membership. The SAG would continue to focus on beginner level topics and provide a "safe" environment for new users and developers. The PNWADG would continue to focus on intermediate to advanced areas, with deep dives into VBA and other programming areas. Of course, we will continue encourage people to participate in both groups -- you are sure to learn something at each session.
 
The concept is evolving and we need YOUR ideas on how to organize the groups and maximize the benefits received for the time invested by members, guests, presenters, and sponsors. Please think about this approach and be prepared to share what you think are pros and cons, and how we might serve our members.  All on-topic thoughts will be considered appropriate! If you can’t make it to either meeting this month, please email your thoughts to access@datadynamicsnw.com.

Randy has been with SAG and PNWADG since before they were SAG and PNWADG. He works at Microsoft but not on the Access team. His title is Senior People Data Analyst, but don’t let the “senior” part fool you… he’s still young at heart. Randy was contributing author for the “Access 2003 VBA Programmers Reference.” His work at Microsoft doesn’t lend itself to too much Access development. So every once in a while Randy takes on side projects, like developing a user friendly membership database for the Access groups.


Main Presentation: Leveraging Data Macros by George Hepworth, Access MVP
Access 2010 provides many new features and enhancements that provide invaluable benefits to users, power users and developers. Data macros are a prime example -- and they give us the opportunity to do things at the table level that we couldn’t no in the past. 
George will explain how to create data macros, when they are helpful and ... when they are essential. 

George Hepworth 

George began his Access career by creating tools to track sales for the self-study materials he and his former colleagues created and sold, and to manage the results of Continuing Education exams administered to licensees. Realizing Access databases were more interesting and rewarding than writing training materials, he soon moved to full-time Access development. Being self-taught, George believes any day on which he doesn't learn at least one new thing is a day wasted. 

George is a Senior Data Development Developer for Data and Domains, providing Access and Access/SQL Server solutions for clients. Previously, George founded and operated Grover Park Consulting, specializing in resuscitating "owner-built" Access databases for small and medium sized organizations. In his spare time, George is part of the administrator team, and a regular contributor, at Utter Access, the most popular Access support site on the internet. In recognition of his support to the Access community, George has been awarded as a Microsoft MVP. George holds a BS in English and an MA in TESL from Utah State University. 
DIRECTIONS to Microsoft Building 40   
From SR 520 Eastbound ...  Exit NE 40th, Turn RIGHT onto NE 40th, and move into the far right lane. Turn RIGHT onto 156th NE - heading South (seems West).  Turn RIGHT onto NE 31st, and LEFT onto the drive for Buildings 41 and 40.  Turn RIGHT into the garage. The Café is between the two office buildings.  Walk towards Building 40, which is on the right. Follow the path to the Café building. Use the side entrance to the Café. Once inside, the STEPTOE Room is immediately on the right.  Maps are available at www.SeattleAccess.org

Downloads, Updates and Other Good Stuff (back to top) 
Taste of Tech-Ed 2010  -- online conference  Wed, Aug 25, 7 - 3 PDT (Aug 2010)
WindowIT Pro community has created a one day online conference with the highlights of Tech-Ed 2010. See videos of Tech-Ed sessions, interviews, vendor demos and more. Sign up for the free online conference at  www.vconferenceonline.com/shows/summer10/teched/?CID=EPDedToTEAug10VE_M1
Achieving Server Recovery in Minutes through Virtualization - Web Seminar - 
Thursday, Aug 26, 9 AM PDT (Aug 2010)  
Read more and register at www.vconferenceonline.com/shows/summer10/achieving/register/multireg.asp?newmem=1&cid=EPDedAppassureAUGWS01_M1
AquaSnap 1.3 -  Arrange Windows on Your Desktop (Aug 2010)
Nurgo Software offers a free tool that allows you to snap and anchor windows to the edge or corner of your desktop. It is compatible with all versions of Windows and can replace Aero Snap and Aero Shake in Windows 7.  Read more and get the download at www.nurgo-software.com/products/aquasnap


Five Free Online Services to Store, Sync and Share Files - (Itec Article) (Aug 2010)
Howard Wen, of ComputerWorld reviews five free services that allow you to store, sync and share files. 
http://goitec.com/article.html?a=5-free-online-services-that-store,-sync-and-share-your-files-
Got a Slow PC --- Five Tips to Improve Performance (Tech Republic Article) (Aug 2010)
If you aren’t ready to replace your PC, you may find other effective measures to recover some lost performance. Tech Republic has a wealth of tips, reviews, articles and blogs. To review this article visit: 
http://blogs.techrepublic.com.com/five-tips/?p=207&tag=nl.e101

WindowsIT Pro offers Free Fundamentals CDs (Aug 2010)
Register with WindowsIT Pro and you can request your CD’s ... shipped to you or download for free.  Choose from: SQL Server, SharePoint, Exchange & Outlook, and Virtualization.  Details at 
http://forms.windowsitpro.com/forms/fundamentals-cds-by-mail?/code=EUWAFundC&elq=ba5eef8b81fc4ca3b0ddf1b85d56f93d
Microsoft’s Visual Studio and Silverlight Launch Conference Sessions on Demand  (Aug 2010)
DevPro Connections is offering a free online conference that includes 8 of the launch sessions. Learn about the new features, see great demos and listen to the experts.

www.vconferenceonline.com/shows/spring10/devproconnections/?cid=2ndOnDemand

Structured Migration from Windows XP to Windows 7 -- With Applications and Settings (Windows IT Pro article)  (Aug 2010)

The Microsoft Deployment Toolkit (MDT) 2010 will migrate applications and settings from Vista to Win 7, but not from Win XP. However, with a few additional steps, you can accomplish nearly the same effect. Windows IT Pro article explains the process.  www.windowsitpro.com/article/migrate/XP-to-Windows-7-with-MDT-2010.aspx
Microsoft Deployment Toolkit 2010  (MDT 2010) - (June 2010)
A console, tools and guidance to efficiently deploy Windows 7 and Windows Server 2008 R2.  Downloads, training, videos and other resources to help you successfully automate deployments and create HyperV environments. http://technet.microsoft.com/en-us/solutionaccelerators/dd407791.aspx

Windows 7 Test Drive  -- and chance to win Toshiba T115 Notebook  (July 2010)
Virtual labs let you experience the features of Windows 7 directly through your browser. Videos with step-by-step instructions become a guide and learning tool. Return weekly for additional chances to win a laptop! www.microsoft.com/click/windowstestdrive/itpro/
Windows 7 E-Learning - Free from Microsoft   (Aug  2010)
Numerous videos that will walk you through tasks, explain options, and discuss features and benefits. All available at your convenience and when you need them  http://technet.microsoft.com/itmanagement/ff742808.aspx#Windows7

Windows 7 Web Seminars on Demand  -- Windows 7  (July 2010)
Get tips from the experts, best practices and discussions about common questions.

Upgrading to Windows 7: Why and How?   www.vconferenceonline.com/shows/spring10/upgradingwindows7/
register/multireg.asp?newmem=1&cid=EPDedHPApr2010WS02_Part5Promo

Windows 7 Migration: Quick Start to the Optimized Desktop      www.vconferenceonline.com/shows/spring10/migratingwindows7/
register/multireg.asp?newmem=1&cid=EPDedHPApr10WS03_Part5Promo
Microsoft Office 2010 Test Drive and Trials  (June 2010)
Learn about the new features and benefits in Microsoft Office 2010; watch demos, review some deployment strategies, take a test drive, download trial versions of Office, SharePoint, Visio and SharePoint. http://www.microsoft.com/click/businessproductivity/it_professional/


Hands-On with Windows InTune  -- Article from Windows IT Pro  (July 2010)
Learn about Microsoft’s Windows InTune and how easy it can be to manage PCs via a hosted online service.
www.windowsitpro.com/article/commentary/Hands-On-with-Windows-InTune.aspx

Hyper-V Live Migration: a Step-by-Step Guide --  (article from Windows IT Pro)
www.windowsitpro.com/article/windows-server/Hyper-V-Live-Migration-Step-by-Step.aspx

SP 1 for Windows 7 and Windows Server 2008 R2 -- Previews Now ... (Updated August 2010)
Windows 7 and Windows Server 2008 R2 are both on the same code base, but the service packs may differ. SP1 for the server version will include some new features. But, we still have a while to wait as the first SP is typically about one year after the product release. The public release may be August or Sept, until then keep up with the product updates.

Six Free Apps from Microsoft (April 2010)
Visit www.SeattleAccess.org for listing and links.

Database Design Forum - NEW GROUP on the MSDN Community Website (Jan 2010)
Under the SQL Server group, this forum is focused on the database design. The discussions include Access database design. Several of the authors and editors from Teresa’s upcoming book on database design are among the founding moderators and contributors to the forum; including Doug Yudovich, George Hepworth, Jerry Dennison, and me <g>.  http://social.msdn.microsoft.com/Forums/en-US/category/sqlserver
RESOURCE TIPS:  (top)
Access 2003 Solution Center 
Find the materials and answers that you need for Access 2003. Downloads, articles, tutorials and other reference materials are conveniently listed in an easy to search fashion. Check out 

http://support.microsoft.com/?scid=ph;en-us;2509

Access Blog – by the Access Team --- one of the top blogs on MSDN!!!
Stay tuned to the community … The team shares insights into their schedule, their favorite features, new features and how to use them. This is also an ideal avenue for the team to talk about issues that are of interest to the Access community. You’ll learn about the people and some of the factors that are helping to shape the future of Access. Whether you’re a seasoned developer or just learning about Access, you’ll find invaluable information and techniques.  From creating a database template to getting help when you need it, The Access Blog covers the gamut. http://blogs.msdn.com/access/default.aspx 
A couple of good sites to search for information and programming assistance are www.mvps.org and Office Developer Center on MSDN. 
And, we’ve been mentioning the newsgroups. You can search and drill through thousands of threads. Check out http://www.microsoft.com/office/community/en-us/FlyoutOverview.mspx for a comprehensive display topics. You may also find what you are looking for by using http://groups.google.com or try www.google.com/microsoft.html for Microsoft related pages or by setting multiple search criteria at www.google.com/advanced_search?hl=en.

Utter Access Discussion Forum 
Touted as the number one Access community forum!  This may be a great place to get answers to your questions. And, you’ll see several familiar names as some of our members are prolific posters. Hey, there are even photos from the MVP Summit, so check it out! www.utteraccess.com/forums/index.php

A compilation of links to Access Resources
This site provides an impressive array of links to a variety of resources for Access developers and users.  www.cbel.com/ms_access/

DYNAMIC LINK LIBRARY ARTICLE by Mark Liron, MVP
Learning more about DLL’s is in ongoing theme, so you might want to bookmark or download this page. www.updatexp.com/dynamic-link-library.html

Access Developer Portal MSDN 
Database samples and tutorials provided by Access MVP and other experts.
http://msdn2.microsoft.com/en-us/office/aa905400.aspx 
Database Issue Checker  
Access MVP, Allen Browne offer tips and utilities for casual users through expert developers. The Issue Checker can be used during development or to trouble shoot legacy files. Allen’s site provides a host of other tips and resources, including a compilation of reserved words.  http://allenbrowne.com/  or   http://allenbrowne.com/AppIssueChecker.html 

OUR SPONSORS (back to top)

APRESS  --- The Expert’s Voice – search through the online catalog. See any books that YOU want to review? www.apress.com

FMS, Inc., (www.fmsinc.com) the world’s leading developer of Microsoft Access 3rd party products with their award winning “Total Access”  including Total Access Analyzer, Total Visual CodeTools, and Total Access Emailer. FMS also offers an Access Help Center with various resources such as technical papers, tips, etc. (http://www.fmsinc.com/MicrosoftAccess/help.html)


Microsoft is hosting our meetings! And, they have several representatives at our meetings to answer questions and find out what is important to us -- as Access developers. It is great to know that we will always have a member of the Access team at our meetings -- talk about going directly to the source! Microsoft has also sponsored several review and prize drawings. By the way, don’t forget to sign up for Usability Studies   These are a fun way to share your thoughts with Microsoft and you earn software for your efforts. Sign up on line ---www.microsoft.com/usability/jump1.htm  

Trigeminal Software, Inc, aka Michael Kaplan, our VP for Backwards Compatibility and co-host of the Q&A sessions. To learn a little about Michael and to download some valuable tools, please visit his web site at www.trigeminal.com. The site offers free utilities, sample code and links to numerous articles and postings … and, as I mentioned … you should really avail yourself of the opportunity to read some of his opinions (not that Michael would voice anything controversial <g> ). For entertaining and edifying reading, check out “Sorting It All Out,” http://blogs.msdn.com/michkap 

Wiley and Wrox -- with over 200 years of publishing expertise in the technical communities. 
www.Wiley.com and www.Wrox.com


Sponsors Wanted: If you know of a company that would be interested in sponsoring our group, please have them contact Teresa. Sponsors may provide products for review or help offset group expenses.

*******************************************************************
Calendar Year Dues … $30 Payable to PNWADG
The PNWADG has a calendar year dues system; so $30 pays for membership from January through December. In addition to being a voluntary way to support the group, dues provide entry into drawings. Everyone is welcome to participate, share expertise and ask questions. But, when it comes time to dole out the prizes and offer products for review, well… those benefits are restricted to paid members. 
Please make checks payable to PNWADG and be sure to identify the member. Dues may be paid at the meeting or mailed to:  Randy Weers, Membership VP, 809 NE 70th St, Seattle, WA 98115-5567
Members Only Drawings and Product Reviews!

Come see what we have to offer at the monthly meetings! 
*********************************************************************
PNWADG Meeting Address and Session Times (back to top)
Third Tuesday of Every Month
Networking 6:00 – 6:15 – with pizza
Intro Session 6:15 – 6:45 
Main Meeting 7:00 – 9:30

Microsoft Redmond Campus  Café for Building 40
31st Ave NE
Redmond, WA 98052
Maps and parking information are posted at www.SeattleAccess.org
 
SECURITY:  Attendees are asked to have photo ID and the first page of this meeting announcement. Since exterior doors at Microsoft are locked, please arrive before 7:00 for the main meeting and between 6 and 6:15 to participate in the intro session.  
Note – TAP on the side windows if you arrive and there is no-one in the lobby to let you in.

Directions (back to top)
Driving: From 520, take the 40th ST exit – stay in the right lane. Turn right onto 40th St – move to the right turn lane. At the first light, turn right onto 156th, at the second light (I think) right onto 31st Ave. Take the first left into the drive and garage. Cross towards the buildings; and Building 40 is on the RIGHT. Walk along the front of the building on the right and you’ll eventually arrive at the side entrance of the cage. The door is locked, so ring the new doorbell and come’ on’ in. :~)


A(back to top)rriving Late? Locked Out? 
As much as we’d all like to be on-time, stuff happens. So, we’ll do our best to be alert to knocks on the window. As guests in Microsoft’s buildings, we have agreed to follow their guidelines, particularly with regards to security and parking. So, what are the best strategies for getting in if no-one is at the door?
· Ring the doorbell - -- if no bell - tap loudly on the window with a key; use a side window - not the door.
· Call 206-931-0541. (not 2/16/2010) Even if the phone isn’t answered, it will likely alert us to check the door. (ah hah … Having this number is yet another reason to bring the newsletter --page 1 -- with you!)


*****************************************************
If you wish to be removed from our notification list or have wish to change the delivery email, please email Teresa@DataDynamicsNW.com

Teresa Hennig
President, PNWADG
Microsoft MVP

Data Dynamics Northwest
Data Management Solutions
206-931-0541
This posting is provided "AS IS" with no warranties and confers no rights. Copyright 2004 – 2010 Teresa Hennig

