Pacific Northwest Access Developers Group
Newsletter and Meeting Announcement
Tuesday, March 16, 2010 -- Steptoe Room, Café for Building 40

Mark your calendars and join us at the Access group meetings on the second and third Tuesdays of every month.

REMINDER:  Please make the domain DataDynamicsNW.com a safe sender, as well as the specific senders: Teresa, Access and PNWADG. The settings usually need to be updated n both your online and local email client. You may also need to notify or update your ISP and spam filters to ensure that you receive the newsletters. The newsletters are also available at the Seattle Access Group website, www.SeattleAccess.org
March Meeting Highlights 

PNWADG --Tuesday 6 PM Café for Building 40
Intro Session: Creating Unique Indexes - by Cody Hughes and Deryl Miles
Main Session:   Views on Access -- by Michael Kaplan
Usability Studies for Access Developers! Current openings March 24, 25, 26

Announcing another great opportunity to share your experiences, opinions, and needs to improve Microsoft products. These are two hour studies on the Microsoft Redmond campus. Please respond NOW - 
Email devur@microsoft.com   with the subject line: DB Dev: UG priority referral
Stay tuned to learn about future studies and site visits.  If you’d like to add your name to the list for initial consideration on future studies, please send an email to Teresa@DataDyanicsNW.com RE: Usability Studies.
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Microsoft Access Small Business Solutions: State-of-the-Art Database Models for Sales, Marketing, Customer Management, and More Key Business Activities 

by Teresa Hennig, Truitt Bradly, Larry Linson, Leigh Purvis, Brent Spaulding 
Order from Amazon via www.SeattleAccess.org or get a signed copy from Teresa ;~)
Arguably, the most comprehensive compilation of guidance and database models available -- 76 files on the companion CD, including 31 database files!  

An invaluable resource for the business person -- someone who knows their industry but may not have experience with Access. Now, they can design a database with confidence! And, full of amazing tips that will give experienced developers a step-up when expanding into new areas. Plus, the Bonus Resource database, filled with tips and tools, can become the basis for your personal toolbox of code and snippets to be incorporated and used on your projects.
Washington State May Require Sales Tax Collection on Software Development - 
Washington State House Bill 3191 Part 15 is proposing to apply sales tax to custom software and customization of software. This will require that consultants and companies levy and collect sales tax on our services. Not only will this add significant costs to customers, there are numerous administrative aspects to and other complications to consider. Should be differentiate between all tasks that are not customization, such as debugging after a software update, installation, training, pre-development work? Please voice your opinion to your representatives. The Washington Technology Industry Association has compiled information at 

http://www.capwiz.com/washingtontechnology/issues/alert/?alertid=14759386

Webinar - SQL Server 2008 R2 Technical Preview - March 23, 8 AM and 6 PM (PST)

Learn about the new features and capabilities. This is special invitation for UG members to join a webinar hosted by Tom Casey, General Manager of SQL Server Business Intelligence at Microsoft. Tom will discuss the powerful end user analytics and reporting enabled through an innovative Microsoft Excel add-in, the highly scalable data warehouse appliance, as well as High scale complex event processing.  

SQL Server 2008 R2: Self Service Analytics - March 30th, 8:00 AM (PST) and 6:00 PM (PST)
For registration details on these two webinars, please email Teresa@DataDynamicsNW.com
See you Tuesday --- and bring a colleague!!

Teresa


Newsletters are on www.SeattleAccess.org
Need to change your email address or looking for presentation materials?

Please send an email to Teresa@DataDynamicsNW.com
Intro and Main PresentationNewsletter Sections
   
Meetings, Events, Etc
Downloads and Updates          

Meeting Times and Location   Third Tuesday of the Month from 6:15 until 9 to 9:30 PM. 
Building Security

 HYPERLINK "" \l "Locked_Out#Locked_Out" \o "#Locked_Out"                 
  Microsoft Café for Building 40, off NE 31st St., Redmond
Our Sponsors
Note: If the bookmarks don’t function within this email, try saving it to Word or download the announcement from PNWADG.org 
Need to get in? Tap the Window with a key--- then thank Randy ;~). If that fails, please call 206-931-0541.

Networking
Networking 
Pizza + Pop + developers = Technical Talk Time. AKA – Networking and the perfect opportunity to visit someone you haven’t talked with before. How else will you find out what you have in common or maybe able to offer each other? And, since we all have nametags, no need for embarrassing moments trying to remember a name. Nametags are your pass to get to the pizza; no nametag - no pizza. Delivery is scheduled for 6 PM  ;-). 
(We do our best to accommodate special dietary requests -- please give me 48 hours notice. We average 2 to 3 slices per person, but not everyone arrives early. So, please don’t be disappointed if your favorite toppings are already gone. $3 donation from non-members is greatly appreciated.)

Members are welcome to share job announcements, resumes and business cards. You may also send me an email with your resume along with a brief statement of your specialty, availability and a bracket on your rates. There is no telling when I’ll hear about interesting opportunities.

PNWADG Presentations and Other Events (back to top)
Intro Session:   Creating a Unique Index by Cody Hughes and Deryl Miles
The snippet of code Deryl and I will demo is how we have automatically linked to tables and views on a SQL Server through vba based on a user profile. The user logs in and we grab the user name from the system and match it to a table on SQL Server. If they are there then we pass back the record and put it into a Global array to use throughout the db. We then using the given region the person is in decide which views to link to the client side db. That normally isn’t too bad, but the kicker was that the views we created were joined to other views, and in SQL Server you cannot create indexes on those views once you do that. Also in VBA, you cannot create an index in the tabledefs on a table or view once it has been appended to the table defs collection. 
Cody and Deryl discovered how to create a “pseudo” index to trick the jet db engine. So what you end up doing is passing a command string to the jet db engine to create the index after you append the table or view to the table def, but before you refresh your tabledefs collection. Ta-Daa!!        Join us Tuesday to see a live demo.

Cody Hughes Before FEMA I worked as IT to the design team with Perlos, a sister company of Nokia which is where I got introduced to “code” or VB actually. I have worked for FEMA since ’07 working in Geospatial information Systems creating, managing and producing maps for disasters. Just this past September I was introduced to Access and the Database world which is now my new love. I along with Deryl design databases for FEMA Region 10. Since this change of work I have come to learn Access, VBA,SQL Server, and now TSQL. So I am still new to all of it and definitely looking forward to learning more access and possibly some windows forms who knows what the future holds.

Deryl Miles lives in South Dakota and is on temporary assignment to Washington. He started with FEMA in September 2005 as a Disaster Assistance Employee (reservist). He began developing databases in December 2005 out a need to capture information from the field in a format other than Excel. His first databases where flat, filled with errors but “worked.” And, like many of us, Deryl is self taught with years of lessons.  
Currently, Deryl is developing database solutions for the Federal Govt. His projects have include SAMM (Situational Awareness Monitoring Module) used during Hurricanes Gustav and IKE in 2008,  Incident Support Base DB.  He is currently working on multiple projects including Workplan Gold, Cadre Management, Incident Action Plans and Single Point Ordering. The solution we are showing relates first to the Workplan Gold DB, with implementation to others in the future.

Main Session:   Access: From the Unique Perspective of Michael Kaplan, VP of Needless Superfluous Redundancies
That says it all, or at least enough for the purposes of our newsletter. Apparently Michael is trying a new approach; that he has a limited number of words and he’s saving them for the meeting ;~S  But since I recognize no such word count limitations, I’ll provide a bit of background for those of you who don’t know Michael. 

Michael’s expertise in Access goes back to the design and testing of the first release. He is a world renowned developer, consultant and author - known for expressing his expertise and opinions.  Although Michael has transitioned from Access development, he is still an invaluable member of our groups and a wealth of knowledge, trivia and commentary. You find links to several articles, tips and publications on his site www.trigeminal.com; and you’ll find his postings on several networking sites.|

SAG -- April 13th      The Beauty of Macros by Kerry Westphall, Microsoft
Programmability for Web Apps
VBA is an integral part of the Access 2010 offering. However, if you’re looking to extend your application with logic that runs both on the client and on the server, Access macros are your answer. We’ve investing in improvements to the macro designer and in capabilities of the macro engine. Similar to SQL triggers, data macros allow you to write logic that executes on table events. We will build some macros and walk through the new functionalities of macros in Access 2010.

Kerry's passion for Access and macros is contagious and rapidly spreading through the community. Since joining the Access team, 2 years ago, Kerry has primarily focused on macros, ribbons and the backstage. She is a dynamic presenter and enjoys sharing her expertise with Access developers. 
Join us for a *must see* presentation.

PNWADG April 20th 

Report Builder 2.0 - A New Beginning -- by Bill Vaughn, Microsoft MVP,  President Beta V Corp
While my initial impression of Microsoft’s Report Builder was less than stellar, I think you’ll agree that the new version that shipped with SQL Server 2008 is a much better tool to build and manage SQL Server Reporting Services reports.
This session introduces developers, architects and managers to Report Builder 2.0. Is it perfect? Ah, not so much, but it does have a lot of promise. We’ll take a close look at the mechanisms used to create and customize new RDL reports, save, deploy and launch them and the issues you’ll likely encounter along the way. We’ll experiment with alternative data sources, parameters and expressions and see how far you can stray from the Reporting Services path. Before long your end-users will be using this newly designed tool to help them create their own reports – without having to call you on the phone every five minutes.

Bill is an industry-recognized author, mentor and subject-matter expert on Visual Studio, SQL Server, Reporting Services and data access technologies. He’s worked in the computer industry for over thirty-eight years. In 2000, after 14 years at Microsoft, Bill stepped away to work on his books, consulting, mentoring and independent training seminars. His latest books include Hitchhiker’s Guide to Visual Studio and SQL Server (7th Edition) and Hitchhiker’s Guide to SQL Server Compact Edition. He and Peter Blackburn also wrote the critically acclaimed Hitchhiker’s Guide to SQL Server 2000 Reporting Services. He’s available for consulting, mentoring or custom training. See www.betav.com and www.betav.com\blog\billva.
DIRECTIONS to Microsoft Building 40         (New meeting location starting July 2009)
From SR 520 Eastbound ...  Exit NE 40th, Turn RIGHT onto NE 40th, and move into the far right lane. Turn RIGHT onto 156th NE - heading South (seems West).  Turn RIGHT onto NE 31st, and LEFT onto the drive for Buildings 41 and 40.  Turn RIGHT into the garage. The Café is between the two office buildings.  Walk towards Building 40, which is on the right. Follow the path to the Café building. Use the side entrance to the Café. Once inside, the STEPTOE Room is immediately on the right.  Maps are available at www.SeattleAccess.org

Calendar Year Dues... Join NOW and enjoy the benefits of membership all year!

The PNWADG uses calendar year dues and a mere $30 provides full member benefits from January through December. The sooner you join, the sooner you reap the benefits and feelings of truly belonging. For most people, paying dues is more of an indication that you find value in the meetings, newsletters, website and networking. As always, dues are voluntary and are used towards group expenses. (pssst … drawings are for members only.)  As our founding members can attest, dues are still the original price! They haven’t gone up even as meeting costs have escalated and financial sponsorships have evaporated. Can you think of anything else that provides anywhere close to return on your investment?   (We do, however, encourage non-members to make a donation at the meetings to help defray costs.)
Please make checks payable to PNWADG - more info at end of newsletter.

Downloads, Updates and Other Good Stuff (back to top) 
SQL Server 2008 Training - Local Studio Audience -  Sign up for upcoming sessions.
Limited seating available  --- Learn about SQL Server 2008 and Reporting services by joining 3 half-day sessions that include lecture, discussion and labs by Bill Vaughn.

For more information and to get your name on the list for future events, send an email to Teresa.


SharePoint 2010 Webinars - 10 Week webcast series starting March 25th

These 1-hour webcasts will feature the industry leaders in SharePoint 2010 developer training. SharePoint MVP's Andrew Connell, Ted Pattison, Scot Hillier, Asif Rehmani, and David Mann will conduct these no cost webcasts on a variety of topics including:

· PowerShell Boot Camp for SharePoint Professionals - Ted Pattison 

· Exploring the New Service Application Framework in SharePoint 2010 - Andrew Connell 

· Developing with SharePoint 2010 Sandboxed Solutions - Scot Hillier 

· SharePoint Workflow: From Napkin to Business Process - David Mann 

· Introduction to SharePoint Designer 2010 Top 5 Great Things to Know - Asif Rehmani 

Plus 5 MORE No Cost Webinars!  http://criticalpathtraining.com/Schedule/Webcasts/Pages/default.aspx

Microsoft Office Professional 2010 Beta - and Release Candidate!!!  Now Available (Feb 2010)
Did you join Connect?  --- Then you may already be using the RELEASE CANDIDATE!!  

Otherwise ... you can still use the 2010 Beta!  Watch the videos to learn more about the great new features provided in Office 2010. Stay up to date with release information. All that and more at http://us1.office2010beta.microsoft.com
Free Ebook -  First Look Microsoft Office 2010 (Feb 2010)
14 chapters that introduce some of the new features and benefits of Office 2010. Available in PDF and XPS formats.
http://blogs.msdn.com/microsoft_press/archive/2010/01/20/free-ebook-first-look-microsoft-office-2010.aspx

Office 2010 Tool: Office Environment Assessment Tool (Jan 2010)
Is your system or network ready for Office 2010? Use the Office 2010 Environment Assessment tool to find learn about your current configuration and what steps you may need to consider when preparing to migrate to Office 2010.

www.microsoft.com/downloads/details.aspx?displaylang=en&FamilyID=ea33f615-188d-464e-bc64-3ab06aa43961

Then get the companion, Application Compatibility Assessment and Remediation Guide for Office 2010, from 
http://technet.microsoft.com/en-us/library/ee819096(office.14).aspx
Database Design Forum - NEW GROUP on the MSDN Community Website (Jan 2010)
Under the SQL Server group, this forum is focused on the database design. The discussions include Access database design. Several of the authors and editors from Teresa’s upcoming book on database design are among the founding moderators and contributors to the forum; including Doug Yudovich, George Hepworth, Jerry Dennison, and me <g>.  http://social.msdn.microsoft.com/Forums/en-US/category/sqlserver
Microsoft Answers -- (Feb 2010)
Have a question about Office or Windows? You may be able to find the solution or get personalized assistance at Microsoft Answers, a collection of community-based forums that put you in touch with others who have shared and/or solved similar challenges. You can get direct assistance and search databases of questions, answers, scenarios and discussion. http://us1.office2010beta.microsoft.com/
The New Office Blog -- (Feb 2010)
Providing everything from announcements, videos, community tips and even contests! http://blogs.office.com/
Microsoft Access Blog  (Feb 2010)
The Official Blog of the Microsoft Access product team! A great source for tips and current issues, including postings from guest writers. Check out the archives and recent posts for an excellent source of ideas and techniques to incorporate into your solutions! http://blogs.msdn.com/access/

Lunch n Learn - Access 2010 and SharePoint 2010 Better Together Tuesdays, 9 AM -10:30 PST (Jan 2010)
Through July, Kathy Malone is conducting Access 2010/SharePoint 2010-Better Together Lunch n Learns from 9 AM -10:30 PST every Tuesday. Sessions share the content that was presented at the SharePoint Conference to a wider group of people. You’ll learn about the new features, how to migrate existing aps and benefit from the open Q&A sessions. Enthusiasm for the opportunity evolved into an active working group that is leading the effort. New participants are welcome at EVERY SESSION. https://www.livemeeting.com/cc/usergroups/join?id=6PK6JB&role=attend Audio dial-in number: 218-862-1000     Access code:  537996#


Brunch n Learn - Access 2010 and SharePoint 2010 Better Together - Saturday Sessions 9 AM PST (Jan 2010)
Through July, Kathy Malone is conducting Access 2010/SharePoint 2010-Better Together Brunch n Learns from 
9 - 10 AM PST, every Tuesday. Session topics are based on participant requests, they explore and expand on how to leverage the capabilities offered in the new features and delve into some of the hard core issues related to upgrading, incorporating changes, transitioning to the 2010 Access data and UI macros, search capabilities and navigation panes. 

https://www.livemeeting.com/cc/usergroups/join?id=6GM7CN&role=attend  
Dial-in number: 218-862-1000   Access code:  537996#


Windows 7 Test Drives --  No Installations required  (Jan 2010)
You get the full experience of running Windows 7 without investing your time or resources to create a test environment -- Microsoft has done that for you!  So, with just one click, you can explore Windows 7 features and go through a collection of fully-featured virtual labs, complete with support videos, step-by-step walkthroughs of features and Learn More resources that delve into the product info to answer your questions.  www.microsoft.com/click/windowstestdrive/dev/

Windows 7 -- Learning Snacks -- (Nov 2009)
A growing library of short videos to make it easy to learn about new features and capabilities of a Windows 7 and other Microsoft products. http://www.microsoft.com/learning/en/us/training/format-learning-snacks.aspx#win7

Infrastructure Planning -- Windows 7 and Windows Server 2008 R2 connect securely without VPN (Nov 2009)
From an IT standpoint, one of the great new capabilities of Windows 7 and Windows Server 2008 R2 is the ability to securely connect clients to the corporate network without going through a VPN. Learn about features, benefits and options for planning and updating your networks. http://technet.microsoft.com/en-us/solutionaccelerators/ee382254.aspx
RESOURCE TIPS:  (top)
Access 2003 Solution Center (June 2008)        
Find the materials and answers that you need for Access 2003. Downloads, articles, tutorials and other reference materials are conveniently listed in an easy to search fashion. Check out 

http://support.microsoft.com/?scid=ph;en-us;2509

Access Blog – by the Access Team --- one of the top blogs on MSDN!!!
Stay tuned to the community … The team shares insights into their schedule, their favorite features, new features and how to use them. This is also an ideal avenue for the team to talk about issues that are of interest to the Access community. You’ll learn about the people and some of the factors that are helping to shape the future of Access. Whether you’re a seasoned developer or just learning about Access, you’ll find invaluable information and techniques.  From creating a database template to getting help when you need it, The Access Blog covers the gamut. http://blogs.msdn.com/access/default.aspx 
Microsoft Learning Center – Office 2007 Training for Developers (August 2007)
Limited time offer for free training on SharePoint (and – potentially -  other Office 2007 products). Offers will change, so check back often. http://www.microsoft.com/learning/office2007/developer/default.mspx

A couple of good sites to search for information and programming assistance are www.mvps.org and Office Developer Center on MSDN. 
And, we’ve been mentioning the newsgroups. You can search and drill through thousands of threads. Check out http://www.microsoft.com/office/community/en-us/FlyoutOverview.mspx for a comprehensive display topics. You may also find what you are looking for by using http://groups.google.com or try www.google.com/microsoft.html for Microsoft related pages or by setting multiple search criteria at www.google.com/advanced_search?hl=en.

Utter Access Discussion Forum 
Touted as the number one Access community forum!  This may be a great place to get answers to your questions. And, you’ll see several familiar names as some of our members are prolific posters. Hey, there are even photos from the MVP Summit, so check it out! www.utteraccess.com/forums/index.php

A compilation of links to Access Resources
This site provides an impressive array of links to a variety of resources for Access developers and users.  www.cbel.com/ms_access/

DYNAMIC LINK LIBRARY ARTICLE by Mark Liron, MVP
Learning more about DLL’s is in ongoing theme, so you might want to bookmark or download this page. www.updatexp.com/dynamic-link-library.html

Access Developer Portal MSDN 
Database samples and tutorials provided by Access MVP and other experts.
http://msdn2.microsoft.com/en-us/office/aa905400.aspx 
MSDN magazine is available online …

An excellent, searchable resource. You can check out back issues, download articles and source code. Check it out at          http://msdn.microsoft.com/msdnmag

Database Issue Checker  
Access MVP, Allen Browne offer tips and utilities for casual users through expert developers. The Issue Checker can be used during development or to trouble shoot legacy files. Allen’s site provides a host of other tips and resources, including a compilation of reserved words.  http://allenbrowne.com/AppIssueChecker.html 
Travel With out the Commute – Use Remote Desktop Connections 
Terminal Services Client was available in Windows XP, SP2 and will work on several versions on Windows.         www.microsoft.com/downloads/details.aspx?familyid=80111f21-d48d-426e-96c2-08aa2bd23a49&displaylang=en 

OUR SPONSORS (back to top)

APRESS  --- The Expert’s Voice – search through the online catalog. See any books that YOU want to review? www.apress.com

FMS, Inc., (www.fmsinc.com) the world’s leading developer of Microsoft Access 3rd party products with their award winning “Total Access”  including Total Access Analyzer, Total Visual CodeTools, and Total Access Emailer. FMS also offers an Access Help Center with various resources such as technical papers, tips, etc. (http://www.fmsinc.com/MicrosoftAccess/help.html)


Microsoft is hosting our meetings! And, they have several representatives at our meetings to answer questions and find out what is important to us -- as Access developers. It is great to know that we will always have a member of the Access team at our meetings -- talk about going directly to the source! Microsoft has also sponsored several review and prize drawings. By the way, don’t forget to sign up for Usability Studies   These are a fun way to share your thoughts with Microsoft and you earn software for your efforts. Sign up on line ---www.microsoft.com/usability/jump1.htm  

Trigeminal Software, Inc, aka Michael Kaplan, our VP for Backwards Compatibility and co-host of the Q&A sessions. To learn a little about Michael and to download some valuable tools, please visit his web site at www.trigeminal.com. The site offers free utilities, sample code and links to numerous articles and postings … and, as I mentioned … you should really avail yourself of the opportunity to read some of his opinions (not that Michael would voice anything controversial <g> ). For entertaining and edifying reading, check out “Sorting It All Out,” http://blogs.msdn.com/michkap 

Sponsors Wanted: If you know of a company that would be interested in sponsoring our group, please have them contact Teresa. Sponsors may provide products for review or help offset group expenses.

*******************************************************************
Calendar Year Dues … $30 Payable to PNWADG
The PNWADG has a calendar year dues system; so $30 pays for membership from January through December. In addition to being a voluntary way to support the group, dues provide entry into drawings. Everyone is welcome to participate, share expertise and ask questions. But, when it comes time to dole out the prizes and offer products for review, well… those benefits are restricted to paid members. 
Please make checks payable to PNWADG and be sure to identify the member. Dues may be paid at the meeting or mailed to:  Randy Weers, Membership VP, 809 NE 70th St, Seattle, WA 98115-5567
Members Only Drawings and Product Reviews!

Come see what we have to offer at the monthly meetings! 
*********************************************************************
PNWADG Meeting Address and Session Times (back to top)
Third Tuesday of Every Month
Networking 6:00 – 6:15 – with pizza
Intro Session 6:15 – 6:45 
Main Meeting 7:00 – 9:30

Microsoft Redmond Campus  Café for Building 40
31st Ave NE
Redmond, WA 98052
Maps and parking information are posted at www.SeattleAccess.org
 
SECURITY:  Attendees are asked to have photo ID and the first page of this meeting announcement. Since exterior doors at Microsoft are locked, please arrive before 7:00 for the main meeting and between 6 and 6:15 to participate in the intro session.  
Note – TAP on the side windows if you arrive and there is no-one in the lobby to let you in.

Directions (back to top)
Driving: From 520, take the 40th ST exit – stay in the right lane. Turn right onto 40th St – move to the right turn lane. At the first light, turn right onto 156th, at the second light (I think) right onto 31st Ave. Take the first left into the drive and garage. Cross towards the buildings; and Building 40 is on the RIGHT. Walk along the front of the building on the right and you’ll eventually arrive at the side entrance of the cage. The door is locked, so ring the new doorbell and come’ on’ in. :~)


A(back to top)rriving Late? Locked Out? 
As much as we’d all like to be on-time, stuff happens. So, we’ll do our best to be alert to knocks on the window. As guests in Microsoft’s buildings, we have agreed to follow their guidelines, particularly with regards to security and parking. So, what are the best strategies for getting in if no-one is at the door?
· Ring the doorbell - -- if no bell - tap loudly on the window with a key; use a side window - not the door.
· Call 206-931-0541. (not 2/16/2010) Even if the phone isn’t answered, it will likely alert us to check the door. (ah hah … Having this number is yet another reason to bring the newsletter --page 1 -- with you!)


*****************************************************
If you wish to be removed from our notification list or have wish to change the delivery email, please email Teresa@DataDynamicsNW.com

Teresa Hennig
President, PNWADG
Microsoft MVP

Data Dynamics Northwest
Data Management Solutions
206-931-0541
This posting is provided "AS IS" with no warranties and confers no rights. Copyright 2004 – 2010 Teresa Hennig

