Pacific Northwest Access Developers Group
Newsletter and Meeting Announcement
Tuesday, August 18, 2009 -- Steptoe Room, Café for Building 40

August Access meetings are all about YOU! Providing solutions (suggestions?) for your scenarios.

Bring your files with sample data, projects, and questions. Share some of the challenges and solutions that you have been dealing with. The groups will provide suggestions, opinions and options. Please see details below.

See you Tuesday!!
Teresa


Newsletters are on www.SeattleAccess.org
Need to change your email address or looking for presentation materials?

Please send an email to Teresa@DataDynamicsNW.com
Intro and Main PresentationNewsletter Sections
   
Meetings, Events, Etc
Downloads and Updates          

Meeting Times and Location   Third Tuesday of the Month from 6:15 – about 9:30 PM. 
Building Security

 HYPERLINK "" \l "Locked_Out#Locked_Out" \o "#Locked_Out"                 
  Microsoft Café for Building 40, off NE 31st St., Redmond
Our Sponsors
Note: If the bookmarks don’t function within this email, try saving it to Word or download the announcement from PNWADG.org 
Need to get in? Ring the doorbell --- then thank Randy ;~). If that fails, please call 206-931-0541.

Networking
Networking 
Pizza + Pop + developers = Technical Talk Time. AKA – Networking and the perfect opportunity to visit someone you haven’t talked with before. How else will you find out what you have in common or maybe able to offer each other? And, since we all have nametags, no need for embarrassing moments trying to remember a name. Nametags are your pass to get to the pizza; no nametag - no pizza. Delivery is scheduled for 6 PM  ;-). 
(We do our best to accommodate special dietary requests -- please give me 48 hours notice. We average 2 to 3 slices per person, but not everyone arrives early. So, please don’t be disappointed if your favorite toppings are already gone. $3 donation from non-members is greatly appreciated.)

Members are welcome to share job announcements, resumes and business cards. You may also send me an email with your resume along with a brief statement of your specialty, availability and a bracket on your rates. There is no telling when I’ll hear about interesting opportunities.
PNWADG Presentations and Other Events (back to top)
August 18th, Pacific Northwest Access Developers Group
Main Topic: Problem - Solution Workshop
We’re all about building solutions, solving problems and finding better ways. And that’s what we’re going to do at the August 18th  PNWADG meeting. You’ve got a problem and we’re here to help ;~).

This is the time to demonstrate the situation and get a solution, whether you are:

· Tackling a new project and are deliberated on the schema;

· Trying to get subforms to synch with a main form;

· Wanting an easier way to collect selection criteria for forms or reports;

· Trying to change the headings to a continuous subform;

· Importing data from structures that keep changing;

· Limiting data (permissions) based on the user or task;

· Or just about any other dilemma you are, had or expect to face.

But words alone may not adequately convey the challenges that you’re trying to solve. So ... bring your files and whatever support materials that will help to quickly and concisely convey what you hope to accomplish.  
And ... this is also an excellent opportunity to share a one of those.  Your pain ... our gain.

PWNADG September 15     Intro Session:  Sanghu

SAG Sept 8, topics TBD.


Seeking presenters and sample data for: Working with and Cleaning-up Data -   
We often have to retrieve and work with data that doesn’t fit our file structure. In addition to mapping the data into the correct fields, it may also need to be parsed, corrected, and checked for duplicate records. We’ll be devoting an entire meeting to exploring and sharing techniques and tips. Please contact Teresa@DataDynamicsNW.com if you’d like 10 - 20 minutes to share you’re experiences with the group.


The Seattle Access Group provides a friendly forum focused on beginner to intermediate level Access development issues. We meet the SECOND Tuesday of every month. We’re a slightly smaller group which affords us the luxury of having more time to explore solutions for members’ problems. I encourage you to join us. For more information, please visit www.SeattleAccess.org. To receive the Seattle Access news letter and meeting announcements, just send a note to Teresa -- It's great if you include a few notes about your interests and expertise in Access.

DIRECTIONS to Microsoft Building 40         (New meeting location starting July 2009)
From SR 520 Eastbound ...  Exit NE 40th, Turn RIGHT onto NE 40th, and move into the far right lane. Turn RIGHT onto 156th NE - heading South (seems West).  Turn RIGHT onto NE 31st, and LEFT onto the drive for Buildings 41 and 40.  Turn RIGHT into the garage. The Café is between the two office buildings.  Walk towards Building 40, which is on the right. Follow the path to the Café building. Use the side entrance to the Café. Once inside, the STEPTOE Room is immediately on the right.  Maps are available at www.SeattleAccess.org

SEEKING Database Volunteer for Wallingford Community Senior Center (August 2009)
The center needs a single, user-friendly database to replace the two existing databases with information about members and donors. If interested, please contact Teresa@DataDynamicsNW.com for details and a referral.
Downloads, Updates and Other Good Stuff (back to top)s
Front Runner Windows & Windows Server 2008 R2  ---  for Developers and Early Adapters  (Aug 2009)
Need to ensure that your programs are compatible with Windows Server 2008 R2 and/or Windows 7?  Don’t wait for the public release on October 22, sign up NOW for Front Runner -- the early adapter program. Learn more and sign up at http://co1piltwb.partners.extranet.microsoft.com/mcoeredir/mcoeredirect.aspx?linkId=12309111&s1=
ec299b92-ae1c-3acb-5de3-a119f54eaf71

Developer Resource Tab for Word 2007 Ribbon (Aug 2009)
A custom tab for Word 2007 that provides one-click links to articles, videos, code samples, SDK’s and more -- created by Frank Rice; visit http:/code.msdn.microsoft.com/OfficeDevResourceTab
Office 2007 Ribbon and Toolbar Overview - (Aug 2009)
Learn about the ribbon and how to create custom groups, controls and toolbars. Regretfully, this Microsoft tutorial only covers Word, Excel and PowerPoint. But, you can always ask for an autographed copy of our book, “RibbonX, Customizing the Office 2007 Ribbon,” if you want instructions and examples for Access. 
http://office.microsoft.com/en-us/products/FX102774021033.aspx?ION_CL=4048
Compare Windows 7, Vista And XP (July 2009)
Microsoft has created a handy comparison chart to allow people to review the features and options of these three operating systems. Get the free download and make and informed decision.  http://www.microsoft.com/downloads/
details.aspx?familyid=FA0177CC-7E82-4993-B0D6-FEC84216DD9C&displaylang=en
Windows 7 Videos (July 2009)
A convenient way to get first rate guidance and training when you need it and at your convenience! Learn about features to save time, be more productive, enjoy more options and benefits. 
http://windows.microsoft.com/en-US/windows7/products/videos

SecureAble - Find out what your processor can do (July 2009)
A great tool that identifies some key features and capabilities of your processor chip, such as the bit length, if the memory can store non-executable files, and how it will support hardware virtualization.  Did I mention it is free?  Learn more and get the free download at www.grc.com/securable.htm
New Search Engine --- Microsoft releases BING  (June 2009)
With 4.5 new websites created every second, we’re scrambling to find ways to get the information we want -- of course with the highest confidence and least effort. Search engines are evolving to keep up. BING has already gained recognition for excelling with photo related searches.  Give it a try and see for yourself www.BING.com

Office 2007 Home and Student (June 2009)
This is a GREAT value as it can be installed on up to three PCs. It includes Word, PowerPoint, Excel and OneNote, BUT ... it does NOT include Access. Purchase from a retailer or online from Microsoft for $149.95  http://buy.trymicrosoftoffice.com/buyusa/basket.aspx?culture=en-US

Office 2007 Service Pack 2  (June 2009)
This service pack includes fixes that were previously unreleased as well as product fixes that were previously released to enhance performance, stability and security. Please read KB 953195 before installing.  (SP released 4/24/2009)  http://www.microsoft.com/downloads/details.aspx?FamilyId
=B444BF18-79EA-46C6-8A81-9DB49B4AB6E5&displaylang=en&ION_CL=2949

COLLEGE STUDENTS STEAL OFFICE ULTIMATE (June 2009)
WOW ... talk about an incentive for enrolling in college!  $59.95 for Office Ultimate 2007, including Access, InfoPath, Publisher and SIX more Office programs! Requires a current student, registered and approved with a valid email ending .edu.  Spread the word by sharing the link to: http://www.microsoft.com/student/discounts/theultimatesteal-us/default.aspx

Marketing Opportunity for Access Developers (May 2009)
 Microsoft partners with Elance. Expand your reach and opportunities by joining Elance -- the freelance marketplace. Microsoft is providing Access consultants another way to connect with people seeking help with Access projects. Learn more on the Access blog  http://blogs.msdn.com/access/archive/2009/03/19/interested-in-making-money-consulting-on-access-jobs-get-started-today-for-free.aspx.

Career Center - Microsoft and Monster.com 

Bringing employers and job seeker’s together --- Microsoft Office Online has a Job Seeker Career Center to help with creating a resume, searching for opportunities and finding perspective employers. Visit http://office.microsoft.com/en-us/help/FX103504051033.aspx?ION_CL=2516

Ten things IT Pros Should Know http://technet.microsoft.com/en-us/library/dd350196.aspx?ITPID=tnflash
Windows 7 – Previews and Reviews 
Read ComputerWorld’s rating of Windows 7  http://www.computerworld.com/action/article.do?command=viewArticleBasic&articleId=9119378&source=landingpage

CIO lists the five most talked about features for Windows 7

http://www.cio.com/article/463713/Windows_The_Five_Most_Talked_About_Features

SQL Server 2008 Enterprise - Data Warehousing (June 2009)
Code Name “Madison” -- scalable data warehousing with lower costs, standard hardware, and a greater ROI. Learn more at http://www.microsoft.com/sqlserver/2008/en/us/madison.aspx
Community Clips -- Find and Create Help Videos  (April 2009)
“Just show me HOW to do it!” ... How much time would you save if someone would just “show you how” whenever you need just a little help to get on the right path. Community Clips is a great venue for tapping into the vast wealth of expertise and experiences of fellow developers and users. Not only that, but you can SHARE YOUR tips with others by creating and submitting videos. Everything you need for getting started is available through the Community Clips site. http://communityclips.officelabs.com/

RESOURCE TIPS:  (top)
Access 2003 Solution Center (June 2008)        
Find the materials and answers that you need for Access 2003. Downloads, articles, tutorials and other reference materials are conveniently listed in an easy to search fashion. Check out 

http://support.microsoft.com/?scid=ph;en-us;2509

Access Blog – by the Access Team --- one of the top blogs on MSDN!!!
Stay tuned to the community … The team shares insights into their schedule, their favorite features, new features and how to use them. This is also an ideal avenue for the team to talk about issues that are of interest to the Access community. You’ll learn about the people and some of the factors that are helping to shape the future of Access. Whether you’re a seasoned developer or just learning about Access, you’ll find invaluable information and techniques.  From creating a database template to getting help when you need it, The Access Blog covers the gamut. http://blogs.msdn.com/access/default.aspx 
Microsoft Learning Center – Office 2007 Training for Developers (August 2007)
Limited time offer for free training on SharePoint (and – potentially -  other Office 2007 products). Offers will change, so check back often. http://www.microsoft.com/learning/office2007/developer/default.mspx

A couple of good sites to search for information and programming assistance are www.mvps.org and Office Developer Center on MSDN. 
And, we’ve been mentioning the newsgroups. You can search and drill through thousands of threads. Check out http://www.microsoft.com/office/community/en-us/FlyoutOverview.mspx for a comprehensive display topics. You may also find what you are looking for by using http://groups.google.com or try www.google.com/microsoft.html for Microsoft related pages or by setting multiple search criteria at www.google.com/advanced_search?hl=en.

Utter Access Discussion Forum 
Touted as the number one Access community forum!  This may be a great place to get answers to your questions. And, you’ll see several familiar names as some of our members are prolific posters. Hey, there are even photos from the MVP Summit, so check it out! www.utteraccess.com/forums/index.php

A compilation of links to Access Resources
This site provides an impressive array of links to a variety of resources for Access developers and users.  www.cbel.com/ms_access/

DYNAMIC LINK LIBRARY ARTICLE by Mark Liron, MVP
Learning more about DLL’s is in ongoing theme, so you might want to bookmark or download this page. www.updatexp.com/dynamic-link-library.html

Access Developer Portal MSDN 
Database samples and tutorials provided by Access MVP and other experts.
http://msdn2.microsoft.com/en-us/office/aa905400.aspx 
MSDN magazine is available online …

An excellent, searchable resource. You can check out back issues, download articles and source code. Check it out at          http://msdn.microsoft.com/msdnmag

Database Issue Checker  
Access MVP, Allen Browne offer tips and utilities for casual users through expert developers. The Issue Checker can be used during development or to trouble shoot legacy files. Allen’s site provides a host of other tips and resources, including a compilation of reserved words.  http://allenbrowne.com/AppIssueChecker.html 
Travel With out the Commute – Use Remote Desktop Connections 
Terminal Services Client was available in Windows XP, SP2 and will work on several versions on Windows.         www.microsoft.com/downloads/details.aspx?familyid=80111f21-d48d-426e-96c2-08aa2bd23a49&displaylang=en 

OUR SPONSORS (back to top)
Advisor Media, www.Advisor.com, is the publisher of numerous magazines, journals and training CDs and sponsor of conferences and seminars. Advisor Media has provided several copies of Access VB SQL Advisor Magazine, and some gift certificates. 

APRESS  --- The Expert’s Voice – search through the online catalog. See any books that YOU want to review? www.apress.com

EDGE Tech Corp, an ISO 9001:2000 certified company founded in 1986, is a leading memory supplier. EDGE sells 100% compatible Dell Memory and DRAM upgrades for other leading system manufacturers.  EDGE also offers USB Watches, digital frames, portable hard drives. Edge is offering a 10% discount to members on memory. www.edgetechcorp.com
FMS, Inc., (www.fmsinc.com) the world’s leading developer of Microsoft Access 3rd party products with their award winning “Total Access”  including Total Access Analyzer, Total Visual CodeTools, and Total Access Emailer. FMS also offers an Access Help Center with various resources such as technical papers, tips, etc. (http://www.fmsinc.com/MicrosoftAccess/help.html)


Microsoft is hosting our meetings! And, they have several representatives at our meetings to answer questions and find out what is important to us -- as Access developers. It is great to know that we will always have a member of the Access team at our meetings -- talk about going directly to the source! Microsoft has also sponsored several review and prize drawings. By the way, don’t forget to sign up for Usability Studies   These are a fun way to share your thoughts with Microsoft and you earn software for your efforts. Sign up on line ---www.microsoft.com/usability/jump1.htm  

Trigeminal Software, Inc, aka Michael Kaplan, our VP for Backwards Compatibility and co-host of the Q&A sessions. To learn a little about Michael and to download some valuable tools, please visit his web site at www.trigeminal.com. The site offers free utilities, sample code and links to numerous articles and postings … and, as I mentioned … you should really avail yourself of the opportunity to read some of his opinions (not that Michael would voice anything controversial <g> ). For entertaining and edifying reading, check out “Sorting It All Out,” http://blogs.msdn.com/michkap 

Sponsors Wanted: If you know of a company that would be interested in sponsoring our group, please have them contact Teresa. Sponsors may provide products for review or help offset group expenses.

*******************************************************************
Calendar Year Dues … $30 Payable to PNWADG
The PNWADG has a calendar year dues system; so $30 pays for membership from January through December. In addition to being a voluntary way to support the group, dues provide entry into drawings. Everyone is welcome to participate, share expertise and ask questions. But, when it comes time to dole out the prizes and offer products for review, well… those benefits are restricted to paid members. 
Please make checks payable to PNWADG and be sure to identify the member. Dues may be paid at the meeting or mailed to:  Randy Weers, Membership VP, 809 NE 70th St, Seattle, WA 98115-5567
Members Only Drawings and Product Reviews!

Come see what we have to offer at the monthly meetings! 
*********************************************************************
PNWADG Meeting Address and Session Times (back to top)
Third Tuesday of Every Month
Networking 6:00 – 6:15 – with pizza
Intro Session 6:15 – 6:45 
Main Meeting 7:00 – 9:30

Microsoft Redmond Campus  Café for Building 40
31st Ave NE
Redmond, WA 98052
Maps and parking information are posted at www.SeattleAccess.org
 
SECURITY:  Attendees are asked to have photo ID and the first page of this meeting announcement. Since exterior doors at Microsoft are locked, please arrive before 7:00 for the main meeting and between 6 and 6:15 to participate in the intro session.  
Note – TAP on the side windows if you arrive and there is no-one in the lobby to let you in.

Directions (back to top)
Driving: From 520, take the 40th ST exit – stay in the right lane. Turn right onto 40th St – move to the right turn lane. At the first light, turn right onto 156th, at the second light (I think) right onto 31st Ave. Take the first left into the drive and garage. Cross towards the buildings; and Building 40 is on the RIGHT. Walk along the front of the building on the right and you’ll eventually arrive at the side entrance of the cage. The door is locked, so ring the new doorbell and come’ on’ in. :~)


A(back to top)rriving Late? Locked Out? 
As much as we’d all like to be on-time, stuff happens. So, we’ll do our best to be alert to knocks on the window. As guests in Microsoft’s buildings, we have agreed to follow their guidelines, particularly with regards to security and parking. So, what are the best strategies for getting in if no-one is at the door?
· Ring the doorbell --- if that doesn’t work, tap loudly on the window with a key.
· Call 206-931-0541. Even if the phone isn’t answered, it will likely alert us to check the door. (ah hah … Having this number is yet another reason to bring the newsletter --page 1 -- with you!)


*****************************************************
If you wish to be removed from our notification list or have wish to change the delivery email, please email Teresa@DataDynamicsNW.com

Teresa Hennig
President, PNWADG
Microsoft MVP

Data Dynamics Northwest
Data Management Solutions
206-931-0541
This posting is provided "AS IS" with no warranties and confers no rights. Copyright 2004 – 2009 Teresa Hennig

