Pacific Northwest Access Developers Group
Newsletter and Meeting Announcement
Tuesday, August 19, 2008
Hi C. Allan,
August’s Main Attractions,
Armen Stein and Sandra Lium will demonstrate the benefits of using Visio to design a database.

Clifford Nelson will show us how to use and benefit from Hyper-V.

You can download the PNWADG newsletter and get additional meeting info at www.SeattleAccess.org

The Winner’s Circle!

Many thanks to everyone for your support of Spinal Cord Society and my efforts with the Seafair Triathlon.  

Oh Yeah ... there was dancing and jubilation as I crossed the finish line with energy to spare! Thanks to Ruben, there are even photos! But ... more importantly, I suffered NO sore muscles or feelings of exhaustions --- wwwhhhheeeeeee              Who says that you need to train in order to complete a triathlon??

But true to my norm, there were plenty of extra challenges. I guess it’s just whatever it takes to level the playing field <g>.
Top five lessons when preparing for your first triathlon:

5) Slow transitions and bathroom breaks count as race time.

4) It’s one thing to jog uphill for 110 yards, but ¼ mile uphill is rather challenging --- Hey, I THOUGHT it was only 110 yards; but they modified the course!

3) 
Do NOT start in the front of a swim group if you aren’t the fastest swimmer, you’ll be kicked, elbowed, dunked and bumped as the masses race past!

2) Six training sessions are not enough; especially if two are just 15 or 20 minutes on the treadmill.

And, the most important lesson --- 
1) You need to know how to get into a wet suit BEFORE starting a race. If the suits aren’t pulled up properly, they won’t allow a full stroke AND they choke you with every stroke!

After standing in the cold sand and water for 75 minutes, my teeth were chattering before we started swimming. But, in all that time, not one person advised me about adjusting my wetsuit. So, I was fighting it the entire swim and wondering how I was going to make it to the first buoy, let alone a half mile. But, as you expected, I not only made it, but I some quirk prompted me to touch every buoy. Despite being exhausted from the swim, I still managed to change my swimsuit top before donning my jersey for the bike ride <g>. The ride took longer than expected because I just couldn’t get my energy back. Happily, I recharged during the “run” and was smiling, skipping and dancing at the finish!  

Again, many thanks for your encouragement and support of my adventure and of Spinal Cord Society. Some of you have asked about sending donations. There are still a few checks “in the mail” and more are certainly welcome! I’m collecting the funds and will send them to SCS, so it’s handy to have the checks payable to Teresa Hennig. Mail them to 18521 64th PL NE, Kenmore, WA 98028
Family Leave
You’re probably wondering why the newsletter is so early and why I’ve been slow to respond to email. On July 24th my Mom suffered multiple strokes, so I’ve been in Eastern WA to be with her at the hospital and to help her return home. She’s an incredible person and determined. So it’s my privilege to be at her side and to help my Papa. 
I used my position in the company to promptly institute Family Leave. And, I was feeling pretty cheeky about the benefits of being self-employed until reality set in ... Let’s see we get leave w/o pay; benefits become out-of-pocket expenses; work done in my absence is charged against my pay; and although the position will remain open there’s no guarantee of work after a prolonged absence. 

But, each minute spent comforting, coaching and caring for my Mommy makes to totally worth while.


In My Absence ...
It was uplifting to lead the SAG meeting last night. And I appreciate all the prayers and wishes for Mom and my family.  Randy will be leading the August 19th meeting, so I hope you’ll be there!!!   

We also need presenters for the September 9th and 16th meetings as well as a main presenter for the SAG on October 14th and an intro session for the PNWADG on October 21st. Think about the tools that you’ve developed to make your projects easier and more stable, and then choose one or two to share with the groups. Doing a presentation is a fantastic way to strengthen your technical acumen as you polish your profession skills. The more you give the more you’ll get!  

Let me know what YOU would like to present and which dates work best. 

btw ... the ranch doesn’t have cable or Internet (at least for now), so there will likely be delays in correspondence.

See you in September ...

Teresa


Newsletters are on www.SeattleAccess.org
Need to change your email address - please send an email to Teresa@DataDynamicsNW.com
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Meeting Times and Location   
Third Tuesday of the Month from 6:15 – about 9:30 PM. 
Building Security

 HYPERLINK "" \l "Locked_Out#Locked_Out" \o "#Locked_Out"                        Microsoft Building 34, 159th Ave NE, Redmond
Our Sponsors
Note: If the bookmarks don’t function in Outlook, try saving to Word or download the announcement from PNWADG.org 
If you arrive late, please tap on the side window to get our attention. If that fails, please call 206-931-0541.

Networking
Networking 
Pizza + Pop + developers = Technical Talk Time. Please take a moment to visit someone you haven’t talked with before. How else will you find out what you have in common or maybe able to offer each other? And, since we all have nametags, no need for embarrassing moments trying to remember a name. Nametags are your pass to get to the pizza …    Delivery is scheduled for 6 PM      ;-). (We do our best to accommodate special dietary requests -- please give me 48 hours notice. We average 2 to 3 slices per person, but not everyone arrives early. So, please don’t be disappointed if your favorite toppings are already gone.)

Members are welcome to share job announcements, resumes and business cards. You may also send me an email with your resume along with a brief statement of your specialty, availability and a bracket on your rates. There is no telling when I’ll hear about interesting opportunities.
PNWADG Presentations and Other Events (back to top)
August 19th  Main Presentation –
Use Visio to Prototype your Access Solutions by Sandra Lium and Armen Stein
Have you ever wanted to quickly design screens and reports to help users understand what their new system could look like?  Sandra and Armen will show why and how to use Visio to design your next Access application.  You'll see how to use stencils to quickly build design sketches that will match your application.  You'll also see how Visio layers can unleash the power of quickly showing or hiding information, depending on whether you're talking to customers or developers.  Attendees will receive J Street's Visio templates and stencils!

Sandra Lium is a software developer with J Street Technology, and has worked on hundreds of Access projects since 1996.  In addition to designing web and client server applications, Sandra trains new developers in J Street's standards and techniques. 
Armen Stein is president and founder of J Street Technology. We all know him best for being our President Emeritus and Microsoft MVP. If you have to pick one person as a role model for giving presentations, it would have to be Armen. 

August 19th, Intro Session       Leveraging Hyper-V by Clifford Nelson
Hyper-V provides software infrastructure and basic management tools in Windows Server 2008 that you can use to create and manage a virtualized server computing environment. This virtualized environment can be used to address a variety of business goals aimed at improving efficiency and reducing costs. For example, a virtualized server environment can help:

	•
	Reduce the costs of operating and maintaining physical servers by increasing your hardware utilization. You can reduce the amount of hardware needed to run your server workloads.

	•
	Increase development and test efficiency by reducing the amount of time it takes to set up hardware and software and reproduce test environments.

	•
	Improve server availability without using as many physical computers as you would need in a failover configuration that uses only physical computers.

	•
	Increase or reduce server resources in response to changes in demand. 


Clifford Nelson started developing in the Windows environment in 1995 while coding VBA in Access. His field of expertise expanded to Visual Basic, and to include extensive use of VBA in Word, Access, Excel, and TestPartner. Since 2005, Clifford has been developing in C#; and he is currently developing on Visual Studio 2008 as well as using Microsoft Powershell.  He has worked with the WPF team as a contractor. Currently he is working on the Virtual Machine Manager, which is a program used to control Virtual Machines on multiple computers on which have either Hyper-V, Virtual Server, or VMWare.
Virtualization Via HyperV  (July 2008)
Are you ready? Are you hyped?  We’ve been talking about it and our launch presentations will cover some of the key features and benefits. And NOW ... Microsoft has released Hyper-V for Windows Server 2008! Read more at ...          www.microsoft.com/windowsserver2008/en/us/virtualization-consolidation.aspx 

Identifying Server Candidates for Virtualization - http://technet.microsoft.com/en-us/library/cc700692(TechNet.10).aspx


October 21st  SQL Server Reporting Services by Bill Vaughn   ---  
Get the inside scoop on how to get the most out of the newly enhanced ReportViewer control and how it's evolved in Visual Studio 2008. This discusses how to leverage your Reporting Services skills and RDL reports to create application-based reports and how to manage the myriad of issues that come up when trying to emulate Reporting Services functionality like parameters, connections, pick-list population and much more. This session shows off the SQL Server Reporting Services technology that shipped with SQL Server 2008 and enabled with Visual Studio SP1.
Bill Vaughn is an industry-recognized author, mentor and subject-matter expert on Visual Studio, SQL Server, Reporting Services and data access technology. With over thirty-five years in the computer industry, including 14 years at Microsoft, Bill made a significant transition in 2000. He stepped away from the corporate world to work on his books, mentoring and independent training seminars. His latest are Hitchhiker's Guide to Visual Studio and SQL Server (7th Edition) and Hitchhiker's Guide to SQL Server Compact Edition. Bill and Peter Blackburn also wrote the critically acclaimed Hitchhiker's Guide to SQL Server 2000 Reporting Services. He's available for consulting, mentoring or custom training. See www.betav.com or www.betav.com\blog\billva.  
 Bill is a recognized member of INETA’s speaker’s bureau. This presentation is sponsored by INETA.

Seattle Access Group
September 9 
Beginner’s Corner, Combo Box Properties and Benefits by David Antonsen

The combo box is a feature laden, powerful control. In fact, it has so many properties that we’re probably unaware of (or have forgotten) a large percent of the potential uses.  The combo box is a favorite tool for creating lookups and filters, but it can also be used to store a value in a table or control. This is one of the functions that David will demonstrate. 
In addition to David’s demo, it will be great to learn how you are using combo boxes. Keep this in mind as you prepare for the meeting and come prepared to describe or show us. Feel free to bring a file on a jump drive; we’ll fit in as many samples as time allows. 
Other Events
The Seattle Access Group provides a friendly forum focused on beginner to intermediate level Access development issues. We meet the SECOND Tuesday of every month. We’re a slightly smaller group which affords us the luxury of having more time to explore solutions for members’ problems. I encourage you to join us. For more information, please visit www.SeattleAccess.org. To receive the Seattle Access news letter and meeting announcements, just send a note to Teresa -- It's great if you include a few notes about your interests and expertise in Access.

Downloads, Updates and Other Good Stuff (back to top)
Create Help Videos with Community Clips (August 2008)
Microsoft Office Labs now offers Community Clips --- where you can find a myriad of how-to videos created by fellow community members. Not only can you get free help, but you can also download the FREE program for creating help videos. This sounds like the perfect compliment to user groups and online forums.  Check it out and let me know what you think. I’m looking forward to seeing YOUR videos! http://communityclips.officelabs.com
Visual Studio 2008 SP 1 (August 2008)
On August 11th, Microsoft released SP 1 for Visual Studio 2008. So, if you were waiting for the first SP before installing, times a wasting. You can now download the free Express Edition with SP1 from http://www.microsoft.com/express/download/  (page has links to five Express Editions and the MSDN Express Library)
A couple of things to consider. It’s best to run Windows Update (http://windowsupdate.microsoft.com) before installing this or other major “new” programs. The logic being that it is often beneficial to install things in the order intended/created to avoid conflicts/problems with dependencies, references, the registry, etc.  And, you’ll also want to download the MSDN Express Library as it is not included in the program download.

Make a World of Difference with Search and Give (August 2008)
Search and Give is a free and easy way to give back to any cause that is important to you. Whether the organization close to your heart is a local church, school, food bank, wildlife protection group or an organization searching for a cure-your gift is your choice. You can choose from over 800,000 non-profit organizations and 100,000 U.S. public, private, and parochial K-12 schools. The more you search, the more you give.

Here's how it works. Sign up at www.searchandgive.com and then you can start donating one cent for every search you perform using Windows Live Search. If you've earned tickets playing games on Microsoft's Live Search Club (http://club.live.com/Pages/Home/HomePage.aspx), you can also convert those tickets into donations. Who says playing games doesn't pay?
Windows Live Search (August 2008)
Microsoft has launched a new promotion that enables you to get cash back when you shop online using the Live Search Cashback site (http://search.live.com/cashback). Simply go to the Live Search Cashback site and search for the products you want. When you purchase one of the Cashback items, you receive an e-mail notification that the purchase has been added to your Cashback total. The total earned is then paid out in cash to you when a minimum balance is reached.

101 Fabulous Freebies (August 2008)
We'd thought we'd throw in something else just for fun. MSN Tech & Gadgets has posted a fun article, listing 101 free finds on the Web right now. Click here to check out the list: http://tech.msn.com/products/articlepcw.aspx?cp-documentid=6729042.
Top 10 Reasons to use Access WITH Excel (July 2008) 

This article explains how to have the best of both worlds and includes demo files and scenarios that make it real in YOUR world. http://office.microsoft.com/en-us/excel/HA102640811033.aspx?pid=CH102094651033

PrimoPDF – The World’s #1 free PDF Creator ... (at least according to them) (July 2008)
PrimoPDF offers both a free and professional version that will work with Windows 98 through Windows Vista and can work with over 300 file types.  Willie really likes PrimoPDF for client installations because it is remarkably simple and leaves a VERY SMALL footprint.  Check it out and let me know what you think.  www.primopdf.com
Office Live Workspace (July 2008)
Tired of emailing files and trying to keep people on the same version of a document or project. Make your life a lot easier with Microsoft Office Live Workspace. Live Workspace provides an easy and free way to share files and collaborate on multiple projects and activities. There are even demos and videos to get you up to speed quickly. Learn more at http://officeliveworkspacecommunity.com
MSDN – Virtual Labs to Test-drive Code samples (July 2008)
How many times have you seen a code sample but didn’t try it out because you didn’t have the software configuration or you didn’t want to risk unexpected impact to your system?  Now there’s a simple and convenient solution. MSDN provides virtual labs so that you can try out many of the code samples. Better yet, there’s a split window so that people can read the MSDN article in one pane and use a second pane to contain the test environment!  http://msdn.microsoft.com/en-us/magazine/cc511327.aspx?pr=flas
Outlook 2007/2003/2002 Add-in: Personal Folders Backup (June 2008)
The Personal Folders Backup download creates backup copies of your .PST files at regular intervals, in Outlook 2002 and later versions, making it easy to keep all of your Outlook folders safely backed up.

www.microsoft.com/downloads/info.aspx?na=22&p=7&srcdisplaylang=en&srccategoryid=&srcfamilyid=&u=%2fdownloads%2fdetails.aspx%3ffamilyid%3d8b081f3a-b7d0-4b16-b8af-5a6322f4fd01%26displaylang%3den
Keyboard shortcuts for Microsoft Office (June 2008)
It is sometimes quicker to accomplish tasks with simple keystrokes rather than by using your mouse. Discover how to get a full list of keyboard shortcuts, and learn and practice ways of using your keyboard rather than your mouse.  http://office.microsoft.com/training/training.aspx?AssetID=RC060786531033
Mail merge your way to more time! (June 2008)
Sending the same document or e-mail to a group of people can be fast and easy. By using mail merge, all you have to do is create one document with your information and add placeholders for unique information, such as a name or address. Microsoft Office Word takes care of the rest!

http://office.microsoft.com/training/training.aspx?AssetID=RC011205671033

What's so great about Office Excel PivotTable reports? (June 2008)
Learn about the powerful Microsoft Office Excel 2003 PivotTable(r) feature, which organizes, summarizes, and analyzes your data to reveal its meanings. http://office.microsoft.com/training/training.aspx?AssetID=RC010136191033


Optimizing Windows Vista for Better Performance (June 2008)
Computers, like people, can get bogged down by extra baggage ... But, if you’re running Vista, there are some easy to follow steps to help combat the drain and regain the faster performance. Visit 
http://windowshelp.microsoft.com/Windows/en-US/help/83EC0FFE-EE04-4D53-8B87-25D1F05C954E1033.mspx   
Tips & Tricks – Webcasts and Podcasts from the Experts (May 2008)
Microsoft Webcast Home provides links to valuable resources from the experts. These webcasts and podcasts include great tips, lessons, recommendations and other invaluable tidbits  -- and ... it’s FREE!

http://office.microsoft.com/en-us/webcasts/FX102557791033.aspx

Product Key – Lost and Found (May 2008)
Finally, we have guidance on how to minimize the pain and frustration from loosing a product key. If you’ve lost a produce key in the past, you may have begrudgingly purchased a replacement program. Well, that doesn’t need to be the case, in fact, Microsoft has provided instructions on how to get a replacement key, in KB811224  http://support.microsoft.com/kb/811224

RESOURCE TIPS:  (top)
Access 2003 Solution Center (June 2008)        
Find the materials and answers that you need for Access 2003. Downloads, articles, tutorials and other reference materials are conveniently listed in an easy to search fashion. Check out 

http://support.microsoft.com/?scid=ph;en-us;2509

Access Blog – by the Access Team --- one of the top blogs on MSDN!!!
Stay tuned to the community … The team shares insights into their schedule, their favorite features, new features and how to use them. This is also an ideal avenue for the team to talk about issues that are of interest to the Access community. You’ll learn about the people and some of the factors that are helping to shape the future of Access. Whether you’re a seasoned developer or just learning about Access, you’ll find invaluable information and techniques.  From creating a database template to getting help when you need it, The Access Blog covers the gamut. http://blogs.msdn.com/access/default.aspx 
Microsoft Learning Center – Office 2007 Training for Developers (August 2007)
Limited time offer for free training on SharePoint (and – potentially -  other Office 2007 products). Offers will change, so check back often. http://www.microsoft.com/learning/office2007/developer/default.mspx

A couple of good sites to search for information and programming assistance are www.mvps.org and Office Developer Center on MSDN. 
And, we’ve been mentioning the newsgroups. You can search and drill through thousands of threads. Check out http://www.microsoft.com/office/community/en-us/FlyoutOverview.mspx for a comprehensive display topics. You may also find what you are looking for by using http://groups.google.com or try www.google.com/microsoft.html for Microsoft related pages or by setting multiple search criteria at www.google.com/advanced_search?hl=en.

Utter Access Discussion Forum 
Touted as the number one Access community forum!  This may be a great place to get answers to your questions. And, you’ll see several familiar names as some of our members are prolific posters. Hey, there are even photos from the MVP Summit, so check it out! www.utteraccess.com/forums/index.php

A compilation of links to Access Resources
This site provides an impressive array of links to a variety of resources for Access developers and users.  www.cbel.com/ms_access/

DYNAMIC LINK LIBRARY ARTICLE by Mark Liron, MVP
Learning more about DLL’s is in ongoing theme, so you might want to bookmark or download this page. www.updatexp.com/dynamic-link-library.html

Access Developer Portal MSDN 
Database samples and tutorials provided by Access MVP and other experts.
http://msdn2.microsoft.com/en-us/office/aa905400.aspx 

MSDN magazine is available online …

An excellent, searchable resource. You can check out back issues, download articles and source code. Check it out at          http://msdn.microsoft.com/msdnmag

Database Issue Checker  
Access MVP, Allen Browne offer tips and utilities for casual users through expert developers. The Issue Checker can be used during development or to trouble shoot legacy files. Allen’s site provides a host of other tips and resources, including a compilation of reserved words.  http://allenbrowne.com/AppIssueChecker.html 
Travel With out the Commute – Use Remote Desktop Connections 
Terminal Services Client was available in Windows XP, SP2 and will work on several versions on Windows.
www.microsoft.com/downloads/details.aspx?familyid=80111f21-d48d-426e-96c2-08aa2bd23a49&displaylang=en 

OUR SPONSORS (back to top)
Advisor Media, www.Advisor.com, is the publisher of numerous magazines, journals and training CDs and sponsor of conferences and seminars. Advisor Media has provided several copies of Access VB SQL Advisor Magazine, and some gift certificates. 

APRESS  --- The Expert’s Voice – search through the online catalog. See any books that YOU want to review? www.apress.com

Microsoft is hosting our meetings! And, they have several representatives at our meetings to answer questions and find out what is important to us -- as Access developers. It is great to know that we will always have a member of the Access team at our meetings -- talk about going directly to the source! Microsoft has also sponsored several review and prize drawings. By the way, don’t forget to sign up for Usability Studies   These are a fun way to share your thoughts with Microsoft and you earn software for your efforts. Sign up on line ---www.microsoft.com/usability/jump1.htm  

Trigeminal Software, Inc, aka Michael Kaplan, our VP for Backwards Compatibility and co-host of the Q&A sessions. To learn a little about Michael and to download some valuable tools, please visit his web site at www.trigeminal.com. The site offers free utilities, sample code and links to numerous articles and postings … and, as I mentioned … you should really avail yourself of the opportunity to read some of his opinions (not that Michael would voice anything controversial <g> ). For entertaining and edifying reading, check out “Sorting It All Out,” http://blogs.msdn.com/michkap 

Sponsors Wanted: If you know of a company that would be interested in sponsoring our group, please have them contact Teresa. Sponsors may provide products for review or help offset group expenses.

*******************************************************************
Calendar Year Dues … $30 Payable to PNWADG
The PNWADG has a calendar year dues system; so $30 pays for membership from January through December. In addition to being a voluntary way to support the group, dues provide entry into drawings. Everyone is welcome to participate, share expertise and ask questions. But, when it comes time to dole out the prizes and offer products for review, well… those benefits are restricted to paid members. 
Please make checks payable to PNWADG and be sure to identify the member. Dues may be paid at the meeting or mailed to:  Randy Weers, Membership VP, 809 NE 70th St, Seattle, WA 98115-5567
Members Only Drawings and Product Reviews!

Come see what we have to offer at the monthly meetings! 
*********************************************************************
PNWADG Meeting Address and Session Times (back to top)
Third Tuesday of Every Month
Networking 6:00 – 6:15 – with pizza
Intro Session 6:15 – 6:45 
Main Meeting 7:00 – 9:30

Microsoft Redmond Campus
Building 34, The Quinalt Room  
159th Ave NE
Redmond, WA 98052

Maps and parking information are posted at www.pnwadg.org/map.asp

SECURITY:  Attendees need to bring photo ID and the first page of this meeting announcement. Since exterior doors at Microsoft are locked, please arrive before 7:00 for the main meeting and before 6:15 to participate in a breakout session. 
Note – TAP on the side windows if you arrive and there is no-one in the lobby to let you in.

Directions (back to top)
Driving: From 520, take the 40th ST exit – stay in the right lane. Turn right onto 40th St – then move one lane to the left. Go through the intersection at 156th, then turn right onto 159th Ave NE. (that is the first possible right into Microsoft’s campus). Turn left into the first or second parking drive. Building 34 is the second building on the left. 

Parking: There should be ample parking in the lot in front of Building 34. Remember, if you park on Microsoft property, you will need to register the vehicle’s make, model, year, color, and license information. You may want to jot this down so that you don’t have to return to your vehicle. Vehicles that do not have a MS parking permit and are not registered may be towed or ticketed. And yes, that really does happen.

A(back to top)rriving Late? Locked Out? 
As much as we’d all like to be on-time, stuff happens. So, we’ll do our best to be alert to knocks on the window. As guests in Microsoft’s buildings, we have agreed to follow their guidelines, particularly with regards to security and parking. So, what are the best strategies for getting in if no-one is at the door?
· Tap loudly on the window (to the right of the doors). 
· Call 206-931-0541. Even if the phone isn’t answered, it will likely alert us to check the door. (ah hah … Having this number is yet another reason to bring the newsletter --page 1 -- with you!)


*****************************************************
If you wish to be removed from our notification list or have wish to change the delivery email, please email Teresa@DataDynamicsNW.com

Teresa Hennig
President, PNWADG
Microsoft MVP

Data Dynamics Northwest
Website and Data Management Solutions
206-931-0541
This posting is provided "AS IS" with no warranties and confers no rights. Copyright 2004 – 2008 Teresa Hennig

