Pacific Northwest Access Developers Group and the Seattle Access Group
Meeting Notice for Wednesday, January 15, 2014

Happy New Year and …

GO HAWKS!!!!   WAAAAHHHOOOO … 

What a way to start the year  --  amazing speakers, great topics and awesome new features!!
This is an exciting time for Access developers … new frontiers offering incredible opportunities for all levels of expertise and areas of focus. Join us at the PNWADG and SAG meetings -- the presentations, resources and networking will be invaluable tools for your success, whether you are creating classic, web and hybrid solutions. Your efforts may be returned 10 fold …but, only YOU can commit the time and make the investment. 
Please join us and bring your colleagues to the monthly meetings … 
                                                                  and stay connected throughout the month(s).

New Year, New Host, New Location, New Date!!
    Please Help Spread the News …  Meetings are the Third Wednesday every month!  6 PM registration.
January ---
Brainstorming Session for 2014 Presentation topics!   Share suggestions, details, and … volunteer…

Presentations by Tim Getsch -- Access Overview, the basic building blocks.   

Exciting Times indeed!!!  
Check out Tim’s news release at http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QX0cVQZKaCY#t=130
Blog Post: http://blog.comc.com/2013/12/31/chang...
What a great concept -- getting user input for design, content, and use!

                      Kudos to Tim Getsch and COMC.com
 Access User Group Meetings  -  a New Host and New Location Getsch and COMC.com are the new hosts of the Seattle Access Group and Pacific Northwest Access Developer Group. Our meeting nights will be the third Wednesday of every month … So please mark your calendars with a recurring monthly meeting from 6 - 9 PM.

The meetings will be at COMC offices at 6727 185th AVE NE, Redmond, WA 98052.
You can get driving directions from their site or your mapping program of choice.
We will be using the side entrance, so as you enter the parking lot, please stay to the right of the building. There should be ample parking and direct entry into the meeting area.

Given all the changes, it seems prudent to allow a little flexibility in January’s meeting schedule. You will want to allow a little extra time for driving and getting familiar with the area. We will also need volunteers to help with the room set-up and clean-up.  So, with that in mind, please plan on a little more networking time during registration and pizza.

January’s meeting will include our traditional brainstorming session to identify some of your preferred topics and presenters for this year’s presentations. I also encourage you to SEND AN EMAIL with topic suggestions …   The more details the easier it is for a presenter to hone in on your interests -- maybe even create a working example!

So … mark your calendars for next Wednesday, the 15th … watch for a meeting update, and … send your topic suggestions.

See you next week!

  Teresa
Access MVP 2006 - 2014   
Author, Professional Access 2013 Programming
Data Dynamics Northwest, 
Membership and Dues -- Calendar year membership - Please join or renew now! 
Your paid membership is more important than ever as it is crucial to supporting our meetings.  Your annual dues help to pay for pizza and beverages, drawing items, gratuities, services and so much more. Paid members may participate in drawings and have access more additional resources.
Annual membership is only $30 for one group and $45 for both groups! -- but the value of the tips, tools, resources and networking is *priceless.*  hat’s right The cost of You can pay with check or cash at the meetings or mail a check to Teresa.  Please make checks payable to PNWADG.
Attendees who are not paid members are asked to donate $5.
Newsletters (including back copies) are available on www.SeattleAccess.org

Need to change your email address? Looking for presentation materials?  Please send an email to Teresa@DataDynamicsNW.com


Networking
Networking 
Pizza + Pop + developers = Technical Talk Time. AKA – Networking and the perfect opportunity to get to know someone that you haven’t talked with before. How else will you find out what you have in common and how you can learn from each other’s experiences? And, because we all have nametags, we can avoid those embarrassing moments of trying to remember a name.      Nametags are your pizza pass; no nametag - no pizza. (at least that seems reasonable ;-). 
(We do our best to accommodate special dietary requests-- please give me 48 hours’ notice. As a courtesy to others, please limit yourself to 2 slices until everyone has a chance to get pizza. Dues help cover meeting costs, so if you don’t pay dues, please make a $5 contribution.)                                            Become a Member 

January Presentations

Presentations by Tim Getsch -- Access Overview, the basic building blocks.
Tim Getsch, owner of Check Out My, LLC and COMC.com. Their mission is to "Optimize Enjoyment: Maximize what you care about; minimize what you don’t."

Tim and his company are a real world testament to the power, versatility and value of Access as a real world business tool. In 2014 Tim will take that to an entirely new level, as COMC 

What started as Check out my Cards has now become COMC.com. Tim and his company take the latest technology and apply it to card collecting -- well just about all collectibles! We desire to continually impress our customers by offering the best service and making it easier and more fun to collect cards! You can read more about COMC and how it has been evolving at Comc.com/aboutus   and on Tim’s blog at http://blog.comc.com/ 
You may also recognize Tim as a former member of the Access Team and an enthusiastic sponsor and presenter at countless meetings.
Tim’s presentations will cover the basic building blocks in Access, providing guidance, examples and when and how to use them.  We’ll delve into the core object categories: Tables, Queries, Forms, Reports, Macros and Modules.  This will lay a strong foundation for expanding into details and techniques of most interest to the attendees.
Tables:
Local Tables; Linked Tables

Queries: 
Select Queries; Action (Insert/Update/Delete Queries); Pass-through Queries

Forms:
Singe Item; Pop Up; Modal; Multiple Items; Datasheets; Slit Forms

Reports:
Report View; Print Preview; Print; Label Reports

Macros:
AutoExec; AutoKeys; Submacros; Error Handling; Drill Through; Events

Modules:
Global Modules; Class Modules; Form & Report Modules

The SAG Presentation will start with the discussion on tables and queries. 

The PNWAG Presentation will build on the SAG content, but focus on the UI; forms and reports. We learn about some of Tim’s favorite and time saving techniques leveraging macros and modules. 

Reuse and repurpose!!  This not only saves development time, but it can require less testing, as it builds in consistency and reliability.   What’s not to like!??!!

Downloads, Updates and Other Good Stuff (back to top) 
Office 365 - downloads, pricing, trial
Compare the plans, features and pricing for Office 365. Get a trial version … After you find the account that works for you, you can convert your trial to a paid subscription. 
http://www.microsoft.com/en-cb/office365/free-office365-trial.aspx

Download Microsoft Office Professional Plus 2013          
 http://technet.microsoft.com/en-US/evalcenter/jj192782.aspx

Get the full featured version for a 60 day trial period.

Tips and Discussions
Right Click Context Menus - Creating Custom Command Bars (Sept 2013)
- Add-in Express provides a free tool that allows you to view available commands and place them on custom command bars (aka popups, toolbars …) http://www.add-in-express.com/products/commandbars-controls-ids.php
You will likely find Microsoft’s  help file to be an invaluable resource.
Office Fluent User Interface Control Identifiers
http://www.microsoft.com/en-us/download/details.aspx?id=6627
Access MVPs – Sharing code and resources
Several Access MVP are sharing resources and links through the website hosted by Arvin Meyer. You will find the tools offered during Crystal’s presentation on her page.   www.AccessMVP.com
Doug Steele, Access MVP and author of “Access Solutions” shares tips and links to other resources.  http://www.accessmvp.com/djsteele/AccessIndex.html

Access Blog – by the Access Team --- one of the top blogs on MSDN!!!
Stay tuned to the community … The team shares insights into their schedule, their favorite features, new features and how to use them. This is also an ideal avenue for the team to talk about issues that are of interest to the Access community. You’ll learn about the people and some of the factors that are helping to shape the future of Access. Whether you’re a seasoned developer or just learning about Access, you’ll find invaluable information and techniques.  From creating a database template to getting help when you need it, The Access Blog covers the gamut. http://blogs.office.com/b/microsoft-access  
A couple of good sites to search for information and programming assistance 
www.mvps.org and Office Developer Center on MSDN. And, we’ve been mentioning the newsgroups. You can search and drill through thousands of threads. Visit http://search.microsoft.com/en-us/CommunityResults.aspx?q=office%20community to search through Microsoft community and support options. 

Utter Access Discussion Forum 
Touted as the number one Access community forum!  This may be a great place to get answers to your questions. And, you’ll see several familiar names as some of our members are prolific posters. Hey, there are even photos from the MVP Summit, so check it out! www.utteraccess.com/forums/index.php

A compilation of links to Access Resources
This site provides an impressive array of links to a variety of resources for Access developers and users.  www.cbel.com/ms_access/

Access Developer Portal MSDN 
Database samples and tutorials provided by Access MVP and other experts.
http://msdn2.microsoft.com/en-us/office/aa905400.aspx 


Database Issue Checker  
Access MVP, Allen Browne offer tips and utilities for casual users through expert developers. The Issue Checker can be used during development or to trouble shoot legacy files. Allen’s site provides a host of other tips and resources, including a compilation of reserved words.  http://allenbrowne.com/  or   http://allenbrowne.com/AppIssueChecker.html 

OUR SPONSORS (back to top)

COMC.com - and Tim Getsch - 2014 host of the SAG and PNWADG meetings!!

Wiley and Wrox -- with over 200 years of publishing expertise in the technical communities. 
www.Wiley.com and www.Wrox.com
Telerik (www.Telerik.com)  (Aug 2013)
Sponsor of the SAG and PNWADG meetings with fun shirts, notepads and other great incentives. Telerik is a leader in .NET tools and host of one of the biggest .NET communities with over 800,000 participants.  

O’Rielly Media  --  (Aug 2013)
Generously providing review copies of Jeff Conrad’s latest book, ”Microsoft Access 2013 Inside Out.”
http://shop.oreilly.com/product/0790145367969.do

Code Magazine   -- FREE --  One Year Subscription   (Nov 2012)
Code Magazine has content covering topics from A to X, and then some --- literally! Check out the index…
With the exciting opportunities for Access 2013, Windows 8, and so much more, you’ll appreciate the value of having the up-to-date reference material provided through Code Magazine. Sign up for your free one year subscription by clicking on one of the following links.  
Link for SAG Members               Link for PNWADG Members

FMS, Inc., (www.fmsinc.com) the world’s leading developer of Microsoft Access 3rd party products with their award winning “Total Access” including Total Access Analyzer, Total Visual CodeTools, and Total Access Emailer. FMS also offers an Access Help Center with various resources such as technical papers, tips, etc. (www.fmsinc.com/MicrosoftAccess/help.html)
Sponsors Wanted: If you know of a company that would be interested in sponsoring our group, please have them contact Teresa. Sponsors may provide products for review or help offset group expenses.
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