Meeting Announcement
Pacific Northwest Access Developers Group
and the Seattle Access Group

Tuesday, September 11, 2012 

Hi All,


Tuesday’s Meetings – Local and Online (details below)
Microsoft Redmond Campus, Steptoe Room in the Café for Building 40
     (registration 6 PM, meeting starts at 6:15)
Live Meeting – Access Kung-Fu starts at 6:30 Pacific.

October – ELECTION MONTH for the SAG and the PNWADG
          PLEASE send your ---  Suggestions - Nominations – Offers to Volunteer 
Currently, the PNWADG and the SAG each have one elected officer and a membership coordinator.

Officers server a one year term, the duration and responsibilities of other positions are established on a case-by-case basis. We have an ongoing need for volunteers to help with meeting set-up and wrap-up, registration, publicity, recruiting, Live Meeting coordination, and welcoming new members. Please send an email to Teresa to volunteer, get more information or share suggestions on how to improve our meetings and outreach.

Meeting Files and Materials
Presenters are encouraged to provide slides, demos and other files that members can download from the SAG website. These can be excellent resources for learning about new features or techniques and figuring out how to incorporate them into projects. If files or links are available, they will be posted on the Seattle Access website. 
As we gain experience with Live Meeting, we will record and share links to selected sessions.


Bring A COLLEAGUE TO OUR MEETINGS!!!   
                  Please … share the newsletter and invite your co-workers and friends to join us.   


Teresa   

Check the Downloads and Items of Immediate Interest sections for dozens of links to great software, tips and webinars.

Meeting Night and Times -- Mark Your Calendars for the SECOND Tuesday of the Month
6:15 sessions start; pizza and networking around 7:40.  Bring a colleague!!

Newsletters (including back copies) are available on www.SeattleAccess.org

Need to change your email address or looking for presentation materials?  


Please send an email to Teresa@DataDynamicsNW.com
Intro and Main PresentationNewsletter Sections
   
Meetings, Events, Etc
Downloads and Updates          

Meeting Times and Location   Café for Building 40, NE 31st St, Microsoft Redmond Campus 
Second Tuesday (Starting in August) Register at 6; meetings from 6:15 until 9:30/10 PM. 
Building Security

 HYPERLINK "" \l "Locked_Out#Locked_Out" \o "#Locked_Out"                 
  

Our Sponsors
Note: If the bookmarks don’t function within this email, try saving it to Word or download the announcement from SeattleAccess.org
Need to get in? Ring the Doorbell. If that fails, please tap the window with your key.  (Call 206-931-0541)
Networking
Networking 
Pizza + Pop + developers = Technical Talk Time. AKA – Networking and the perfect opportunity to visit someone you haven’t talked with before. How else will you find out what you have in common or maybe able to offer each other? And, since we all have nametags, no need for embarrassing moments trying to remember a name. 
Nametags are your pizza pass; no nametag - no pizza. ;-). 
(We do our best to accommodate special dietary requests-- please give me 48 hours’ notice. As a courtesy to others, please limit yourself to 2 or 3 slices. Considering that dues help cover meeting costs, if you don’t pay dues, please enjoy the refreshments and make a $5 contribution.)
Become a Member --- Details below.
Members are welcome to share job announcements, resumes and business cards. You may also send me an email with your resume along with a brief statement of your specialty, availability and a bracket on your rates. There is no telling when I’ll hear about interesting opportunities.

Presentations and Other Events (return to TOC)

SAG Sept 11, 8 – 9 PM  Text by George Hepworth, Access MVP   
In recent meetings, we’ve discussed the need to import and export text files as part of standard work flows. Although Access has several good tools for importing and exporting files, one of the most basic ways to do this is with the “ Open File for Input” and the “Open File for Output” methods. “ Open File for Input” uses data from an open sequential file and assigns the data to variables to be used in further processing; and “Open File for Output” copies data from Access into an open sequential file.  Because these methods do not require highly formatted text, or import/export specifications, they are reliable for these tasks with less risk of non-conforming data causing import or export failures. 
During the session, George will show the demo to export and import some sample text files. As time permits, he will describe some of the code used.  
And, one of benefits of being a paid member --- you can get the demo files and code!


George Hepworth works primarily with small to medium-sized businesses and organizations, helping clients realize the benefits of MS Access as a data management tool.  He offers full system life cycle development based on 15+ years of experience in organizational workflow analysis, data management, and development of dynamic solutions, as well as experience with multiple software development methodologies with client/server development. His technical expertise is complimented by his clear and concise communications and goal to ensure client acceptance and satisfaction of deliverables and of the project management process.
In his spare time, George answers questions and helps fellow Access developers on Utter Access and other on-line Access Forums.  He has also authored books, and given public presentations on Access and Access-related topics, including his newest book, “Microsoft Access in a SharePoint World,” coauthored with fellow MVPs, Ben Clothier and Tim Runcie; available at http://store.advisicon.com/Microsoft-Access-in-a-SharePoint-World-p62.html 

PNWADG Sept 11, 6:30-7:30PM,  Access Kung-Fu with Sensei Juan Soto, Access MVP
Join us Tuesday, at 6:30 PM Pacific for a one hour session on advanced topics in Microsoft Access! Learn how to:

· Master the use of TempVars

· Using Enum instead of constants to make your code easier to read

· Using classes to automate frequent tasks

We invite those outside the Seattle area, to join us via Live Meeting. You may use the installed or web version of Live Meeting –and if you haven’t recently used Live Meeting, please test your configuration ahead of time to avoid undue challenges during the meeting.  You may join the session at 6:15 Pacific using the following link:

https://www.livemeeting.com/cc/usergroups/join?id=9WFKTG&role=attend&pw=PNWADG2012
Live Meeting sessions are one of the ways that we are working to provide more opportunities for our members outside of Seattle. Please provide your name and email address when signing in for the meeting.  The information will only be used in administration of the group and I will not share it with other entities. Tracking meeting attendance is one of the ways that we get your feedback from a remote attendee perspective, increase support and improve our services.

Juan Soto is President of IT Impact Inc. and a Microsoft Access MVP. He specializes in Access with SQL Server databases and is a frequent blogger for Microsoft's official Access blog at http://blogs.office.com/b/microsoft-access and at SQL Saturday's across the US. To learn more about Juan, please visit his blog at AccessExperts.net/blog
and visit www.AccessExperts.net

Seattle Give Camp---   October 19 – 21 (Sept 2012)
Mark your calendars and save the date!   YOU WILL MAKE A DIFFERENCE. 
Not sure about your availability … not to worry.  Seattle Give Camp provides an around the clock opportunity to participate, help, share, learn.  So, fit it into your schedule – for a day, an evening, the entire weekend.        Be a part of an amazing event that will leverage your expertise, energy and even just “your presence” to help charitable organizations help the community for years to come.   
We especially need programmers, designers, and others with skills in the software industry -- including PROJECT MANAGERS!!!   
We need you even if you don’t consider yourself a tech whiz! As you know, it is the “behind the scenes” work that makes things possible, so we need lots of NON-techie support!!  You’ll also have opportunities to learn by doing. 
 Young, old, tech savvy, student, retired …             We value your participation!!
Sign up at www.SeattleGiveCamp.org    technical volunteers ---  http://tinyurl.com/dxrpetd
Please indicate that you are a member of or referred by the PNWADG and SAG.

Outstanding Presentations Workshop 2012  -- Webinar Series by PoiwerPoint MVPs
Learn how to eliminate Death by PowerPoint and make your presentations come to life as you listen to guest experts share their best techniques and answer your questions! 
During the Outstanding Presentations Workshop you'll learn to:

· sharpen your skills 

· more clearly communicate your message 

· design clear, powerful (and cool) slides 

· and more! 

Each week, you'll hear from an amazing lineup of guest speakers who will reveal their secrets and strategies on presenting and using PowerPoint effectively.
Good-bye Death by PowerPoint!

Each webinar will be recorded so you can view it later (for 2 months after the session). Sign up for the webinars now! You must sign up, even to view the recordings. Don’t miss this one-time opportunity to get valuable advice from top experts and break out of the old presentation mold. Click the button below to sign up for the 8-week webinar series for just $7. Even if you'll be viewing the recordings, you'll need to sign up; otherwise, you won't be notified when the recordings are posted — and where!  Only $7 for 8 workshop sessions! Learn more http://www.outstandingpresentationsworkshop.com/

Downloads, Updates and Other Good Stuff (back to top) 

Check out Office 2013 – (Sept 2012)
Download the beta, watch videos, learn, experiment, lead the way …   
www.microsoft.com/office/preview/en
Upgrade to Windows 8 Pro for only $39.99 --- Introductory Pricing through January 2013.  (Aug 2012)
Starting October 26th, you can upgrade (most) Windows OS platforms to Windows 8 Pro for only $39.99 … but wait, there’s more … once installed, you can also use the “add features” option to add Windows Media Center for FREE!!   What a bargain. Read the blog and make the move…
http://windowsteamblog.com/windows/b/bloggingwindows/archive/2012/07/02/upgrade-to-windows-8-pro-for-39-99.aspx
But wait, there’s even more.  If you don’t want to wait, you can visit the Release Preview site: http://windows.microsoft.com/en-US/windows-8/release-preview
Windows Server 2012 RTM  -- Learn and Download Files  (Aug 2012)
The benefits of what we call the Cloud OS.  You will be able to learn more about the features and capabilities and connect with experts and peers.  You’ll also be able to collect points along the way for the chance to win some amazing prizes. Save the Date …. http://www.microsoft.com/en-us/server-cloud/new.aspx
The Cloud OS Signature Series: Introducing Windows Server 2012 and Windows Azure, Sept 27   (Aug 2012)
Join Microsoft, developers, IT, and business leaders at the Cloud OS Signature Series to learn about Windows Server 2012 and a whole host of new features and updates to Windows Azure, System Center, and Visual Studio.  A full day event, at the Bell Harbor International Conference Center – Pier 66 in Seattle on Thursday, September 27th ---  register and select from three tracks and register at www.microsoft.com/enterprise/events/signature/#fbid=OyAfUKcyRIE

FREE Books from Microsoft … Offered through MSDN  (Aug 2012)
Microsoft is offering FREE download of HUNDREDS of books covering a wide spectrum of topics. Indeed, MSDN has included so many titles, that they split it into TWO postings.  You’ll find books on Office 365, Azure, SQL Server, Office, developing for phones and mobile apps … 
There is something for just about everyone  --  teachers, developers, executives, students …  Share the links with your friends and colleagues … Tell them it’s just one of your many benefits shared through the Access user groups!

http://blogs.msdn.com/b/mssmallbiz/archive/2012/07/27/large-collection-of-free-microsoft-ebooks-for-you-including-sharepoint-visual-studio-windows-phone-windows-8-office-365-office-2010-sql-server-2012-azure-and-more.aspx

http://blogs.msdn.com/b/mssmallbiz/archive/2012/07/30/another-large-collection-of-free-microsoft-ebooks-and-resource-kits-for-you-including-sharepoint-2013-office-2013-office-365-duet-2-0-azure-cloud-windows-phone-lync-dynamics-crm-and-more.aspx?wa=wsignin1.0

User Group TV – UG Meeting Presentations     (Aug 2012)
In January of 2011, MVP Shawn Weisfeld, founded UG TV as a venue for sharing User Group content online for free. You can check out the growing selection of videos and presentation materials at http://usergroup.tv/

Sync Fusion Metro Style Icons – $499 value as a Free Download      (Aug 2012)
Syncfusion Metro Studio 2 provides a collection of over 1700 Metro-style icon templates that you can be easily customize and integrate with Microsoft Office applications.
· Create thousands of unique icons from 1700+ icon templates
· Organize icons into projects and export groups with one click
· Copy icons to the Clipboard for easy integration with Microsoft Office applications

· Easily create CSS icon sprites
· Convert font characters to icons
www.syncfusion.com/downloads/metrostudio?utm_medium=EDM&utm_source=MetroStudio&mkt_tok=3RkMMJWWfF9wsRonuq%2FLce%2FhmjTEU5z16egvXKWg38431UFwdcjKPmjr1YoITcV0dvycMRAVFZl5nR9BFOOTaZNJ9fs%3D


Compatibility Issues When Integrating Access 2007 and 2010   (July 2012)
Beware of the “law of unintended consequences” – maybe that plaque should be posted by every programmer’s computer. Now, back to the topic at hand …  Just in case you have been blissfully unaware of the Pandora’s Box of issues lying in wait – use EXTREME CAUTION if you MUST mix environments of Access 2010 and 2007.

There are a myriad of known issues – those with documentation available to the pubic  (and likely even more that aren’t so easy to read about) – that will prevent file and objects from working with Access 2007 if they have been developed or used in Access 2010.  

Hopefully, the following MSDN article will help you save time and avoid frustrations …
                               http://msdn.microsoft.com/en-us/office/cc907897.aspx
We are anticipating more in-depth information, but the best advice for now is …  Just Don’t Do It!

Veeam Backup Free Edition    (July 2012)
The latest version to backup and archive virtual machine files now includes the popular Veeam FastSCP utility and a new feature the company calls VeeamZIP. Download the software from:
www.veeam.com/virtual-machine-backup-solution-free.html?ad=vmware-esxi-fastscp-go-to.html
·  Win IT Pro article about Veeam Backup software:
www.windowsitpro.com/blog/virtualization-blog-13/news2/veeam-ships-veeam-backup-free-edition-veeamzip-143328
· Related blog post: Four for Free: No-Cost Virtualization Tools and Utilities – Win IT Pro

          www.windowsitpro.com/article/virtualization/four-for-free-no-cost-virtualization-tools-and-utilities

RESOURCE TIPS:  (top)
 
Access MVPs – Sharing code and resources
Several Access MVP are sharing resources and links through the website hosted by Arvin Meyer. You will find the tools offered during Crystal’s presentation on her page.   www.AccessMVP.com
Doug Steele, Access MVP and author of “Access Solutions” shares tips and links to other resources.  http://www.accessmvp.com/djsteele/AccessIndex.html

Access Blog – by the Access Team --- one of the top blogs on MSDN!!!
Stay tuned to the community … The team shares insights into their schedule, their favorite features, new features and how to use them. This is also an ideal avenue for the team to talk about issues that are of interest to the Access community. You’ll learn about the people and some of the factors that are helping to shape the future of Access. Whether you’re a seasoned developer or just learning about Access, you’ll find invaluable information and techniques.  From creating a database template to getting help when you need it, The Access Blog covers the gamut. http://blogs.msdn.com/access/default.aspx 
A couple of good sites to search for information and programming assistance 
www.mvps.org and Office Developer Center on MSDN. And, we’ve been mentioning the newsgroups. You can search and drill through thousands of threads. Visit http://search.microsoft.com/en-us/CommunityResults.aspx?q=office%20community to search through Microsoft community and support options. 
You may also find what you are looking for by using http://groups.google.com or by setting multiple search criteria at www.google.com/advanced_search?hl=en.

Utter Access Discussion Forum 
Touted as the number one Access community forum!  This may be a great place to get answers to your questions. And, you’ll see several familiar names as some of our members are prolific posters. Hey, there are even photos from the MVP Summit, so check it out! www.utteraccess.com/forums/index.php

A compilation of links to Access Resources
This site provides an impressive array of links to a variety of resources for Access developers and users.  www.cbel.com/ms_access/

Access Developer Portal MSDN 
Database samples and tutorials provided by Access MVP and other experts.
http://msdn2.microsoft.com/en-us/office/aa905400.aspx 

Database Issue Checker  
Access MVP, Allen Browne offer tips and utilities for casual users through expert developers. The Issue Checker can be used during development or to trouble shoot legacy files. Allen’s site provides a host of other tips and resources, including a compilation of reserved words.  http://allenbrowne.com/  or   http://allenbrowne.com/AppIssueChecker.html 

Mr Excel – Excel tips and support and … Learn Excel from Bill Jelen   (May 2012)
Mr  Excel represents an entire community of Excel power users how are sharing their expertise, experiences and time through blogs, podcasts, tips, forums and links to a wealth of other reference materials.  Among the links you’ll find Bill Jelen’s podcasts and books – including several that can be invaluable tools in Access projects – such as the random number selector.  Visit the website, www.mrexcel.com or go to http://learnmrexcel.wordpress.com for a blog and videos.
Optimize Access when using ODBC data source (May 2011)
Article referred to in George Hepworth's presentation April 2011 on DNS Less data connections. Read KB286222 at http://support.microsoft.com/kb/286222

Clonezilla: Image Your Drives for Free  (Tech Republic article and instructions for using Clonezilla) (April 2011)
Disc imaging is a valuable resource for disaster recovery, but it can also be used for maintaining and upgrading systems. Clonezilla allows you to clone the image of a machine and use it to restore the image to a single machine or multiple machines. In this Tech Republic article, Jack Wallen provides the background and walks you through the process. www.techrepublic.com/blog/doityourself-it-guy/diy-image-your-drives-for-free-with-clonezilla/179?tag=nl.e056

Rick Fisher's Find and Replace (May 2011)
Rick's tool will search through the design elements, such as the table and field names and modules (not the data). It can change the names of objects throughout the entire database. Version 9.0 works with Access versions from 2000 through 2010. For more details and the download, visit  http://rickworld.com

OUR SPONSORS (back to top)

FMS, Inc., (www.fmsinc.com) the world’s leading developer of Microsoft Access 3rd party products with their award winning “Total Access”  including Total Access Analyzer, Total Visual CodeTools, and Total Access Emailer. FMS also offers an Access Help Center with various resources such as technical papers, tips, etc. (www.fmsinc.com/MicrosoftAccess/help.html)

Microsoft is hosting our meetings! And, they have several representatives at our meetings to answer questions and find out what is important to us -- as Access developers. It is great to know that we will always have a member of the Access team at our meetings -- talk about going directly to the source! Microsoft has also sponsored several review and prize drawings. By the way, don’t forget to sign up for User Research opportunities.   These are a fun way to share your thoughts with Microsoft and you earn software for your efforts. Sign up on line ---  www.microsoft.com/en-us/usability/default.aspx 

SkillForge – Live, Instructor-Led Online Microsoft Training (August 2011)
SkillForge is a different kind of training company. Founded by trainers with over 15 years of experience in the training industry, they share one key focus – delivering exceptional training. The instructors are experts in their field with years of real world experience so the lessons convey both technical and practical expertise.
Visit www.SkillForge.com to checkout their course offerings -- including a wealth of Access classes -- sign up; share your impressions with the group!

Webucator – Instructor led Online and Onsite Training (July 2011)
Webucator offers a wealth of technology and business training, with content ranging from introductory courses to advanced programming. The SAG and PNWADG are fortunate to welcome Webucator as a new sponsor. Please check out their offerings and … look forward to special opportunities. www.webucator.com
Wiley and Wrox -- with over 200 years of publishing expertise in the technical communities. 
www.Wiley.com and www.Wrox.com


Sponsors Wanted: If you know of a company that would be interested in sponsoring our group, please have them contact Teresa. Sponsors may provide products for review or help offset group expenses.

*******************************************************************
Calendar Year Dues … $30 per group; Join during our membership drive and save!! 
The PNWADG and the SAG each utilize a calendar year dues system; so $30 pays for membership for one group from January through December – or $45 for BOTH! In addition to supporting the group activities, being a paid member allows you to participate in drawing, receive review items and other prizes. Everyone is encouraged to participate, share expertise and to ask questions; but when it comes time to dole out the prizes and offer products for review … those benefits are restricted to paid members. 
Please make checks payable to PNWADG and use the memo line to identify the member name and group(s). Dues may be paid at the meeting or contact Teresa to use PayPal or make other arrangements. 
Members Only Drawings and Product Reviews!

Come see what we have to offer at the monthly meetings! 
*********************************************************************
Meeting Address and Session Times (back to top)
Steptoe Room, Café for Building 40, Microsoft Redmond Campus --- NE 31st, Redmond

Second Tuesday of Every Month  (Starting August)
6:00 – 6:15 Networking 
6:15 – 7:30 ish SAG Meeting ... General announcements, Main presentation, Q&A (may be combined with PNWADG session)
           15 - 20 minute Networking Break with Pizza and Pop Meeting 
~ 7:45 to 8:00
PNWADG Sessions begins;   General announcements, Q&A, Main presentation

~ 9:40 – 10:00
Final announcements and adjourn meeting.
 Directions: From SR 520 Eastbound ...  
Exit NE 40th, Turn RIGHT onto NE 40th, and move into the far right lane. 
Turn RIGHT onto 156th NE - heading South.  
Turn RIGHT onto NE 31st. 
Turn LEFT onto the access road for Buildings 41 and 40
Turn RIGHT into the parking garage.  
As you walk from the garage, Building 40 is on the RIGHT and the Cafe is the single story building in the middle. Walk the length of building 40, to get to the side entrance of the cafe.

Meetings are in the STEPTOE Room in the Cafe. The entrance is on the right side, by building 40. The meeting room is immediately to the right.

SECURITY:  Attendees are asked to have photo ID and must sign in upon entering the building/meeting room. Since exterior doors at Microsoft are locked and require a key card for entry, you will need to ring the doorbell*  (if you don’t see one call 206-931-0541) and wait for an authorized person to escort you in.   *Note – TAP on the side windows if you don’t see a doorbell.

*****************************************************
If you wish to be removed from our notification list or have wish to change the delivery email, please email Teresa@DataDynamicsNW.com

Teresa Hennig
President, SAG
President, PNWADG
Microsoft MVP

Data Dynamics Northwest
Data Management Solutions
206-931-0541
This posting is provided "AS IS" with no warranties and confers no rights. Copyright 2004 – 2012  Teresa Hennig
