Newsletter and Meeting Announcement
Pacific Northwest Access Developers Group
And the Seattle Access Group
Tuesday, May 17, 2011 -- Steptoe Room, Café for Building 40

        ♦ ♦ ♦ Items of Immediate Interest ♦ ♦ ♦

Access MVP, Armen Stein, is the featured presenter for both the PNWAG and SAG meetings.

The SAG session will focus on fundamental code development skills that are the foundation for designing lasting solutions.
The PNWADG session will include tips and techniques that can lead to more efficient database development. The discussion will be driven, in part, by audience requests.

Upcoming Presenters:

Albert Kallal, Access MVP and owner/developer for HCS Consulting Group. 
Presenting Office 365 from an Access developer’s perspective. (June 21st - Albert will connect from Alberta via Live Meeting)
Tony Towes, Access MVP, Front-End Updater
MAY 17- Webinar: Migrating to Microsoft Office 2010 plus New Feature Demos by NetCom Learning  (May 2011)
Register NOW for a free one hour seminar (10 AM PDT) that reviews key new features and benefits of Office 2010 and discussions how they transition from and compare to Office 2003 and other Office Suites. https://www3.gotomeeting.com/register/800685446
May 25, Understanding Hyper-V Cloud Fast Track : Dell and WinITPro Free webinar 9 AM PDT
Register NOW for this free webinar with Mel Beckman discussing the essential hardware and software components, disaster recovery, and how to get to a private cloud faster and more cost effectively.

https://www.vconferenceonline.com/event/regeventweb.aspx?id=218&cid=EPDedMicrosoftPtnrDellMay11WS04_M1
Job Opportunities -  (Two Postings add to SAG site)

Migrate an Access to SQL Server FE to a .Net front end

Access developer with experience using VBA and T-SQL

Congratulations David F, recipient of 1 month of unlimited training from Pluralsight
Want to expand your skills and opportunities? Check the notices below for details on how to apply.
Check the Downloads section for dozens of links to great software, tips and webinars.

Meeting Night and Times -- Mark Your Calendars for the Third Tuesday of the Month
6:15 sessions start; pizza around 7:30.  Invite a colleague!!
With the consolidated meeting format, we are relying on you to help keep discussions on topic and sessions on time ;~S!  

It may be helpful for everyone to recognize that this returns the PNWADG meetings to their original format (1 1/2 to 2 hours and no intro session). It will shorten the SAG meeting and essentially eliminate the Beginner’s Corner sessions.

Teresa



Newsletters are on www.SeattleAccess.org
Need to change your email address or looking for presentation materials?

Please send an email to Teresa@DataDynamicsNW.com
Intro and Main PresentationNewsletter Sections
   
Meetings, Events, Etc
Downloads and Updates          

Meeting Times and Location   Third Tuesday (except Dec.) of the Month from 6:15 until around 9:30/10 PM. 
Building Security

 HYPERLINK "" \l "Locked_Out#Locked_Out" \o "#Locked_Out"                 
  Microsoft Café for Building 40, off NE 31st St., Redmond
Our Sponsors
Note: If the bookmarks don’t function within this email, try saving it to Word or download the announcement from SeattleAccess.org
Need to get in? Ring the Doorbell--- then thank Randy ;~). If that fails, please tap the window with your key.

Networking
Networking 
Pizza + Pop + developers = Technical Talk Time. AKA – Networking and the perfect opportunity to visit someone you haven’t talked with before. How else will you find out what you have in common or maybe able to offer each other? And, since we all have nametags, no need for embarrassing moments trying to remember a name. 
Nametags are your pizza pass; no nametag - no pizza. ;-). 
(We do our best to accommodate special dietary requests -- please give me 48 hours notice. As a courtesy to others, please limit yourself to 2 or 3 slices. Considering that dues help cover meeting costs, if you don’t pay dues, please enjoy the refreshments and make a $5 contribution.)

Membership
The regular annual dues are $30 per group, but we are providing a huge incentive to become involved and show your support for both groups. You can join both groups for only $45. Being a paid member is your ticket to receive door prizes, review items, software give a-ways*, and to enjoy pizza during the break. However, each group maintains its particular focus (beginner or advanced), pool of resources, and member list. And, while we are meeting on the same night, being a paid member of either group provides your pizza pass. 
*note: payment must be processed at the beginning of the meeting in order to participate in a drawing.


Members are welcome to share job announcements, resumes and business cards. You may also send me an email with your resume along with a brief statement of your specialty, availability and a bracket on your rates. There is no telling when I’ll hear about interesting opportunities.

Presentations and Other Events (return to TOC)

SAG Session: Access - Fundamentals for Working with Code; by Armen Stein, Access MVP
The SAG session will focus on fundamental skills for writing and working with code. He will demonstrate how to use the tools and walk through some examples that will help you understand the techniques for building lasting solutions. This will also but also to trouble shoot and maintain existing applications.

PNWADG Session: Tips and Techniques for Efficient Database Development
by Armen Stein, Access MVP
The session will include tips and techniques that can lead to more efficient database development. The discussion will be driven, in part, by audience requests.
Armen Stein is an Access MVP, and the founder and president of J Street Technology. He is a co-author of Access VBA Programmer’s Reference for 2003 and 2007 and a technical editor Access 2010 Programmer’s Reference and Microsoft Access Small Business Solutions.  Armen is a valued contributor to both the SAG and the PNWADG, and a recognized presenter at developer conferences around the world. You can download valuable tools from his site, www.JStreetTech.com and find his postings in the Access forums.
Future Presentation
Installing and Using SQL Server Express

Jet Express Services     (Michael Kaplan)

DIRECTIONS to Microsoft Building 40   
From SR 520 Eastbound ...  Exit NE 40th, Turn RIGHT onto NE 40th, and move into the far right lane. Turn RIGHT onto 156th NE - heading South (seems West).  Turn RIGHT onto NE 31st, and LEFT onto the drive for Buildings 41 and 40.  Turn RIGHT into the garage. The Café is between the two office buildings.  Walk towards Building 40, which is on the right. Follow the path to the Café building. Use the side entrance to the Café. Once inside, the STEPTOE Room is immediately on the right.  Maps are available at www.SeattleAccess.org

Downloads, Updates and Other Good Stuff (back to top) 
Access Tip - Streamline Reporting on Recurring Data Imports (May 2011)
Leading the way with scenario based articles, Mike Stowe walks you through creating an Access database to import and analyze data from a text file, complete with sample database. Visit the Microsoft Access Blog for this new article on how to make data easier 
Link to article on the Microsoft Office Blog - http://blogs.office.com/b/microsoft-access/archive/2011/04/26/streamline-reporting-on-recurring-data-imports.aspx
Link to the article: http://office.microsoft.com/en-us/access-help/streamline-reporting-on-shared-business-data-by-using-queries-and-macros-HA102571244.aspx
 PLEASE -  use the blog post to share thoughts about the article and your preferences about scenario based articles -- as compared to feature based.  --- For those who are hesitant to make public comments, you may send your feedback in an email to accesshelp@microsoft.com
Microsoft Access Small Business Solutions, by Teresa Hennig and an MVP team. - Free Chapter Download (May 2011)
A team of 11 Access MVPs share their expertise and experiences to help you design table structures that will support your current and anticipated needs. It start with the fundamentals of good table structure, and then delves into specific issues and options of different business functions, from contact management, to manufacturing and accounting. You’ll see a variety of techniques for determining requirements, interviewing users, and storing data. For a limited time, you can download Chapter 4, People, Organizations, Addresses from www.SeattleAccess.com
Access 2010 Programmer’s Reference, by Teresa Hennig, et al. - Free Chapter Download (May 2011)
This chapter will help you to VBA to expand and leverage the features that Access provides. You’ll learn about events, procedures, expressions, and recordsets You’ll also see how to use VBA behind forms and reports as well as working with variables and error handling.  The book contains 25 chapters and 9 appendixes. Visit www.SeattleAccess.com to download chapter 7, Using VBA in Access. Then ... let me know what you think!
Rick Fisher's Find and Replace (May 2011)
Rick's tool will search through the design elements, such as the table and field names and modules (not the data). It can change the names of objects throughout the entire database. Version 9.0 works with Access versions from 2000 through 2010. For more details and the download, visit  http://rickworld.com

Doug Steele's Web Site (May 2011)
Access MVP and author of “Access Solutions” shares tips and links to other resources at www.accessmvp.com/djsteele/AccessIndex.html 

Optimize Access when using ODBC data source (May 2011)
Article referred to in George Hepworth's presentation April 2011 on DNS Less data connections. Read KB286222 at http://support.microsoft.com/kb/286222

Pluralsight Training -- Get One FREE Month of On Demand Training -- (April 2011)
What would YOU learn if you could take as many courses as you can complete in a month?  Well, this is your chance to build your expertise, expand your horizons, and then ... share with the group.
This invitation is open to ALL group members, and you do not need to be present to be selected. To be considered, please send an email to Teresa@DataDynamicsNW.com expressing how you will be the newfound knowledge to good use --- professionally, personally, for the good of the community. Many of you volunteer your time and expertise to help others, and this training may be an excellent way to increase your skills.
Microsoft Office 365 Beta - sign up today  (May 2011)
Join the Office 365 Beta and start getting familiar with the next-generation of communication and collaboration that leverages email, calendar, Office Web Apps, online collaboration, IM and online meetings. 

Learn more and sign up at www.microsoft.com/en-us/office365/small-business/beta.aspx
Designing and Deploying SQL Server on VMWare - on demand seminar by Windows ITPro   (May 2011)
Learn about the design considerations for vitalizing SQL Server. The discussion will cover workloads, performance, scalability, high-availability and support. The seminar is provided as a free download so that you can watch the seminar when it fits with your schedule.
www.windowsitpro.com/utility/virtualization2/apps-quickstart-series-part-2-designing-and-deploying-sql-server-on-vmware-vsphere-135755?code=EPDedVMwareAppsMar11WS05051211

The Essential Guide to Virtualizing Desktops and Applications by Windows ITPro (May 2011)
With the features and mobility expectations for today’s programs, it can be beneficial to have a basic understanding of the key factors and options associated with virtual desktops and applications.  For those of you wanting to learn more, Windows IT pro has offered a guide for download.
www.windowsitpro.com/guide/virtualization2/the-essential-guide-to-virtualizing-desktops-and-applications-135780?code=EPDedQuestApr11EG01051311

Hosted or On-Premises Archiving - OnDemand Presentation by Windows ITPro (May 2011)
With the convenience and affordability of external drives, it might seem that local backups are the easy answer. This presentation will cover several key factors that you should consider when determining what back-up option might be better for a given situation.

https://www.vconferenceonline.com/event/regeventweb.aspx?id=185&CID=EPDedIronMountainMar11WS01050311

Virtual Environments - 7 Essential Backup Capabilities OnDemand Presentation by Windows ITPro (May 2011)
Going virtual is just part of the process; just like the real world, you still need to manage backups. This seminar discusses considerations and approaches so that you can fast and efficient backups for your virtual systems.  

https://www.vconferenceonline.com/event/regeventweb.aspx?id=134&CID=AppAssureDec10WS01_P2M2 

Clonezilla - Image Your Drives for Free -- (Tech Republic article and instructions for using Clonezilla) (April 2011)
Disc imaging is a valuable resource for disaster recovery, but it can also be used for maintaining and upgrading systems. Clonezilla allows you to clone the image of a machine and use it to restore the image to a single machine or multiple machines. In this Tech Republic article, Jack Wallen provides the background and walks you through the process. 
www.techrepublic.com/blog/doityourself-it-guy/diy-image-your-drives-for-free-with-clonezilla/179?tag=nl.e056

Ready for IE 9?   (April 2011)
Streamlined for better user control and customization and for high speed performance. An excellent fit with Windows 7. Learn more and get the download at http://windows.microsoft.com/en-US/internet-explorer/products/ie/home
 
RESOURCE TIPS:  (top)
Doug Steele, Access MVP and author of “Access Solutions” shares tips and links to other resources.  http://www.accessmvp.com/djsteele/AccessIndex.html
Access Blog – by the Access Team --- one of the top blogs on MSDN!!!
Stay tuned to the community … The team shares insights into their schedule, their favorite features, new features and how to use them. This is also an ideal avenue for the team to talk about issues that are of interest to the Access community. You’ll learn about the people and some of the factors that are helping to shape the future of Access. Whether you’re a seasoned developer or just learning about Access, you’ll find invaluable information and techniques.  From creating a database template to getting help when you need it, The Access Blog covers the gamut. http://blogs.msdn.com/access/default.aspx 
Access 2003 Solution Center 
Find the materials and answers that you need for Access 2003. Downloads, articles, tutorials and other reference materials are conveniently listed in an easy to search fashion. Check out 

http://support.microsoft.com/?scid=ph;en-us;2509

A couple of good sites to search for information and programming assistance are www.mvps.org and Office Developer Center on MSDN. 
And, we’ve been mentioning the newsgroups. You can search and drill through thousands of threads. Check out http://www.microsoft.com/office/community/en-us/FlyoutOverview.mspx for a comprehensive display topics. You may also find what you are looking for by using http://groups.google.com or try www.google.com/microsoft.html for Microsoft related pages or by setting multiple search criteria at www.google.com/advanced_search?hl=en.

Utter Access Discussion Forum 
Touted as the number one Access community forum!  This may be a great place to get answers to your questions. And, you’ll see several familiar names as some of our members are prolific posters. Hey, there are even photos from the MVP Summit, so check it out! www.utteraccess.com/forums/index.php

A compilation of links to Access Resources
This site provides an impressive array of links to a variety of resources for Access developers and users.  www.cbel.com/ms_access/

DYNAMIC LINK LIBRARY ARTICLE by Mark Liron, MVP
Learning more about DLL’s is in ongoing theme, so you might want to bookmark or download this page. www.updatexp.com/dynamic-link-library.html

Access Developer Portal MSDN 
Database samples and tutorials provided by Access MVP and other experts.
http://msdn2.microsoft.com/en-us/office/aa905400.aspx 
Database Issue Checker  
Access MVP, Allen Browne offer tips and utilities for casual users through expert developers. The Issue Checker can be used during development or to trouble shoot legacy files. Allen’s site provides a host of other tips and resources, including a compilation of reserved words.  http://allenbrowne.com/  or   http://allenbrowne.com/AppIssueChecker.html 

OUR SPONSORS (back to top)

FMS, Inc., (www.fmsinc.com) the world’s leading developer of Microsoft Access 3rd party products with their award winning “Total Access”  including Total Access Analyzer, Total Visual CodeTools, and Total Access Emailer. FMS also offers an Access Help Center with various resources such as technical papers, tips, etc. (http://www.fmsinc.com/MicrosoftAccess/help.html)


Microsoft is hosting our meetings! And, they have several representatives at our meetings to answer questions and find out what is important to us -- as Access developers. It is great to know that we will always have a member of the Access team at our meetings -- talk about going directly to the source! Microsoft has also sponsored several review and prize drawings. By the way, don’t forget to sign up for Usability Studies   These are a fun way to share your thoughts with Microsoft and you earn software for your efforts. Sign up on line ---www.microsoft.com/usability/jump1.htm  

Trigeminal Software, Inc, aka Michael Kaplan, our VP for Backwards Compatibility and co-host of the Q&A sessions. To learn a little about Michael and to download some valuable tools, please visit his web site at www.trigeminal.com. The site offers free utilities, sample code and links to numerous articles and postings … and, as I mentioned … you should really avail yourself of the opportunity to read some of his opinions (not that Michael would voice anything controversial <g> ). For entertaining and edifying reading, check out “Sorting It All Out,” http://blogs.msdn.com/michkap 

Wiley and Wrox -- with over 200 years of publishing expertise in the technical communities. 
www.Wiley.com and www.Wrox.com


Sponsors Wanted: If you know of a company that would be interested in sponsoring our group, please have them contact Teresa. Sponsors may provide products for review or help offset group expenses.

*******************************************************************
Calendar Year Dues … $30 per group; Join during our membership drive and save!! 
The PNWADG and the SAG each utilize a calendar year dues system; so $30 pays for membership for one group from January through December. In addition to supporting the group activities, being a paid member allows you to participate in drawing, receive review items and other prizes. Everyone is encouraged to participate, share expertise and to ask questions; but when it comes time to dole out the prizes and offer products for review, … those benefits are restricted to paid members. 
For the PNWADG, please make checks payable to PNWADG and be sure to identify the member. Dues may be paid at the meeting or mailed to:  Randy Weers, Membership VP, 809 NE 70th St, Seattle, WA 98115-5567
Members Only Drawings and Product Reviews!

Come see what we have to offer at the monthly meetings! 
*********************************************************************
Meeting Address and Session Times (back to top)
Third Tuesday of Every Month (except December)
6:00 – 6:15 Networking 
6:15 – 7:30 ish SAG Meeting ... General announcements, Main presentation, Q&A (may be combined with PNWADG session)
           15 - 20 minute Networking Break with Pizza and Pop Meeting 
~ 7:45 to 8:00
PNWADG Sessions begins;   General announcements, Q&A, Main presentation

~ 9:30 to 10
Final announcements and adjourn meeting.

Microsoft Redmond Campus  Café for Building 40
31st Ave NE
Redmond, WA 98052
Maps and parking information are posted at www.SeattleAccess.org
 
SECURITY:  Attendees are asked to have photo ID and must sign in upon entering the building/meeting room. Since exterior doors at Microsoft are locked and require a key card for entry, you will need to ring the doorbell* and wait for an authorized person to escort you in.   *Note – TAP on the side windows if you don’t see a doorbell.

*****************************************************
If you wish to be removed from our notification list or have wish to change the delivery email, please email Teresa@DataDynamicsNW.com

Teresa Hennig
President, SAG
President, PNWADG
Microsoft MVP

Data Dynamics Northwest
Data Management Solutions
206-931-0541
This posting is provided "AS IS" with no warranties and confers no rights. Copyright 2004 – 2011 Teresa Hennig

