Newsletter and Meeting Announcement
Pacific Northwest Access Developers Group
And the Seattle Access Group
Tuesday, January 18, 2011 -- Steptoe Room, Café for Building 40

Happy New Year!!
♦ ♦ ♦ Items of Immediate Interest ♦ ♦ ♦

January Presentations 
Brainstorming Session -- Topics of Interest for 2011 Presentations

Michael Tucker -- Leveraging the Power of Queries- Level I and Level II

Upcoming:

SharePoint 2010 Firestarter - Redmond, Jan 27th  -- Free event
New Year Membership Drive -- New members $45 for both groups through Dec 2011
The regular annual dues are $30 per group, but during our membership drive, we are providing a huge incentive to become involved and show your support for both groups. If you pay your dues by or at the January 18th meeting, you can join both groups for only $45. Being a paid member is your ticket to receive door prizes, review items, software give a-ways*, and to enjoy pizza during the break. However, each group maintains its particular focus (beginner or advanced), pool of resources, and member list. And, while we are meeting on the same night, being a paid member of either group provides your pizza pass. 
*note: payment must be processed at the beginning of the meeting in order to participate in a drawing.
Not a member - no problem ... please contribute $5 per evening.
Meeting Night and Times -- Mark Your Calendars for the Third Tuesday of the Month
In January, we are resuming our new meeting format so that groups will meet on the same night (typically the THIRD Tuesday of the month) and have sequential sessions with one main presentation each. Dates are posted on the Seattle Access Group web site. Please be sure to confirm the meeting night and update your calendars. With the consolidated meeting format, we are relying on you to help keep discussions on topic and sessions on time ;~S!  

It may be helpful for everyone to recognize that this returns the PNWADG meetings to their original format (1 1/2 to 2 hours and no intro session). It will shorten the SAG meeting and essentially eliminate the Beginner’s Corner sessions. 


Check the Downloads section for dozens of links to great software, tips and webinars.

Mark your calendars for the third Tuesday and join us at the monthly Access group meetings.
See you Tuesday --- and bring a colleague!!

Teresa


Newsletters are on www.SeattleAccess.org
Need to change your email address or looking for presentation materials?

Please send an email to Teresa@DataDynamicsNW.com
Intro and Main PresentationNewsletter Sections
   
Meetings, Events, Etc
Downloads and Updates          

Meeting Times and Location   Third Tuesday (except Dec.) of the Month from 6:15 until around 9:30/10 PM. 
Building Security

 HYPERLINK "" \l "Locked_Out#Locked_Out" \o "#Locked_Out"                 
  Microsoft Café for Building 40, off NE 31st St., Redmond
Our Sponsors
Note: If the bookmarks don’t function within this email, try saving it to Word or download the announcement from SeattleAccess.org
Need to get in? Ring the Doorbell--- then thank Randy ;~). If that fails, please tap the window with your key.

Networking
Networking 
Pizza + Pop + developers = Technical Talk Time. AKA – Networking and the perfect opportunity to visit someone you haven’t talked with before. How else will you find out what you have in common or maybe able to offer each other? And, since we all have nametags, no need for embarrassing moments trying to remember a name. 
Nametags are your pizza pass; no nametag - no pizza. ;-). 
(We do our best to accommodate special dietary requests -- please give me 48 hours notice. As a courtesy to others, please limit yourself to 2 or 3 slices. Considering that dues help cover meeting costs, if you don’t pay dues, please enjoy the refreshments and make a $5 contribution.)

Members are welcome to share job announcements, resumes and business cards. You may also send me an email with your resume along with a brief statement of your specialty, availability and a bracket on your rates. There is no telling when I’ll hear about interesting opportunities.

Presentations and Other Events (return to TOC)
Brainstorming Session -- Topics of Interest for 2011 Presentations
Teresa will lead us in a short brainstorming session before or after the break. Think of the things that you’d like to learn, functionality that you’d like to add to your personal toolbox, time saving techniques, and frustrations that you’d like to avoid. Jot them down and share them at the meeting or email them to Teresa so that we can add them to the list of possible topics for 2011. Some presentations may cover multiple items, and details often help presenters tailor their topics to our specific interests. 
You can download the lists from previous years from the Meeting Agenda page of the Seattle Access site.  

Michael Tucker -- Leveraging the Power of Queries- Level I and Level II
Queries are the critical tool for selecting, filtering and manipulating data. Properly structured, queries can efficiently collect and filter data from multiple sources, perform calculations, and combined data with text to create grammatically correct messages. On the other hand, improperly structured queries, can not only impart a significant hit on performance but they can also provide erroneous results that can mislead unsuspecting users. In December, Michael and Kevin shared some tips on using Cartesian Queries. Their presentations stirred up so much interest that Michael offered to follow-up in January with presentations for the SAG and PNWADG.  The SAG presentation will focus on fundamentals to help us build a strong foundation for incorporating more complex tasks that will be covered during the PNWADG session. 

Michael Tucker is a veteran member of the Access Test team, and had shared his passion and expertise with us at several meetings. Michael is the co-author of Access 2007 Programming, and a contributor and tech editor of several Access books, including the Access 2007 VBA Programmer's Reference.
Future Presentation
Win 7 Phone -- See features that let you stay connected with your data (Feb)
Developing with Access 2010 - Some Favorite new Features to Ease Development Strains (Feb)
Installing and Using SQL Server Express

Jet Express Services     (Michael Kaplan)
Access and Quick Books  - (March(?); PNWADG)
SharePoint Saturday, March 5
Join SharePoint architects, developers, end users, and other professionals that work with SharePoint Server 2007 or 2010 for SharePoint Saturday. Enjoy an educational, informative & lively day filled with sessions from respected SharePoint professionals & MVPs, covering a wide variety of SharePoint-orientated topics. Register at: http://spsredmond.eventbrite.com/
SharePoint Saturday, March 5
Join SharePoint architects, developers, end users, and other professionals that work with SharePoint Server 2007 or 2010 for SharePoint Saturday. Enjoy an educational, informative & lively day filled with sessions from respected SharePoint professionals & MVPs, covering a wide variety of SharePoint-orientated topics. Register at: http://spsredmond.eventbrite.com/
DevConnections - Orlando;  March 27 - 30

Seven conferences in one covering Visual Studio, SQL Server Windows, SharePoint, Exchange, Silverlight and ASP.net

Learn more and register at www.devconnections.com
DIRECTIONS to Microsoft Building 40   
From SR 520 Eastbound ...  Exit NE 40th, Turn RIGHT onto NE 40th, and move into the far right lane. Turn RIGHT onto 156th NE - heading South (seems West).  Turn RIGHT onto NE 31st, and LEFT onto the drive for Buildings 41 and 40.  Turn RIGHT into the garage. The Café is between the two office buildings.  Walk towards Building 40, which is on the right. Follow the path to the Café building. Use the side entrance to the Café. Once inside, the STEPTOE Room is immediately on the right.  Maps are available at www.SeattleAccess.org

Downloads, Updates and Other Good Stuff (back to top) 
Choosing between Windows Azure Table Storage and Windows SQL Azure - Intertech paper   (Jan 2011)
If you are looking at options for moving data to the cloud, you may benefit from Jim White’s (Intertech) article that discusses some of the basic features and differences of the two platforms. Visit the Seattle Access website, Items of Immediate Interest for a link to the article.
Data Conversion in SQL Server Article by Simple-Talk, Robert Sheldon  (Jan 2011)
We’ve often had discussions about compatibility and consistency between Access and SQL Server and associated with data, data types, syntax and queries. Robert’s paper covers issues related to data conversions, truncated data, performance impacts and more. Visit the Seattle Access website, Items of Immediate Interest for a link to the article. 

Optimizing Hyper-V Performance - Three Part Webcast by Tech Republic  (Jan 2011)
Session 1 - Top Considerations for Optimizing Hyper-V Performance; crash course on virtualization; top consideration for optimizing performance; architecture basics; managing storage. 
Session 2 - Efficient Hyper-V Management and Performance
Session 3 - Improving Hyper-V Performance and Scalability  
Visit the Seattle Access website, Items of Immediate Interest for a link to the article.
Office 2010 Compatibility Guidance -- Microsoft TechNet  (Dec 2010)
Find guidance and information about requirements, product and compatibility issues.  Find the link on the SAG site.

Basic Windows 7 Deployment Help from TechNet (Dec 2010)
Ramp up the learning curve and take the easy route by following some of the tips from TechNet. Find the link on the SAG site.
 
Learn Access by Crystal --  (Nov 2010)
Access MVP, Crystal shares tips, videos and helpful links. The SAG website has two links to Crystal’s site. One will take you to a video of Arvin Meyer and Teresa Hennig talking about Access, the other will take you to Crystal’s “Official Play List.”
 
 Removing Crapware - from TechRepublic (Nov  2010)
 One of the annoyances of a new computer is the amount of crapware that comes preinstalled. TechRepublic has a free report with suggestions and tools for identifying and removing unwanted programs and files. It also mentions why you don't want to defrag Solid-state drives (SSD), such as those in some high-end laptops. Get the link on the SAG website.

Microsoft Internet Explorer 9 Beta (Sept 2010)
See how Explorer 9 can bring your desktop and web experiences closer together in a safer, more consistent and productive environment.  http://www.microsoft.com/presspass/presskits/internetexplorer/

AquaSnap 1.3 -  Arrange Windows on Your Desktop (Sept 2010)
Nurgo Software offers a free tool that allows you to snap and anchor windows to the edge or corner of your desktop. It is compatible with all versions of Windows and can replace Aero Snap and Aero Shake in Windows 7.  Read more and get the download at www.nurgo-software.com/products/aquasnap

Webinar on Demand - Running SharePoint or SQL Server in a virtual environment  (Sept 2010)
Many of us may be planning to or are already using virtual environments for development and supporting client applications. This free web seminar will provide valuable guidance that will make the tasks easier and more effective. 

http://www.windowsitpro.com/resource/virtualize-sharepoint-and-sql-server-now-maximize-efficiency-and-availability-with-hyper-v-r2-and-netapp.aspx?code=epdedNetAppQ211WS01_SQL

RESOURCE TIPS:  (top)
Access Blog – by the Access Team --- one of the top blogs on MSDN!!!
Stay tuned to the community … The team shares insights into their schedule, their favorite features, new features and how to use them. This is also an ideal avenue for the team to talk about issues that are of interest to the Access community. You’ll learn about the people and some of the factors that are helping to shape the future of Access. Whether you’re a seasoned developer or just learning about Access, you’ll find invaluable information and techniques.  From creating a database template to getting help when you need it, The Access Blog covers the gamut. http://blogs.msdn.com/access/default.aspx 
Access 2003 Solution Center 
Find the materials and answers that you need for Access 2003. Downloads, articles, tutorials and other reference materials are conveniently listed in an easy to search fashion. Check out 

http://support.microsoft.com/?scid=ph;en-us;2509

A couple of good sites to search for information and programming assistance are www.mvps.org and Office Developer Center on MSDN. 
And, we’ve been mentioning the newsgroups. You can search and drill through thousands of threads. Check out http://www.microsoft.com/office/community/en-us/FlyoutOverview.mspx for a comprehensive display topics. You may also find what you are looking for by using http://groups.google.com or try www.google.com/microsoft.html for Microsoft related pages or by setting multiple search criteria at www.google.com/advanced_search?hl=en.

Utter Access Discussion Forum 
Touted as the number one Access community forum!  This may be a great place to get answers to your questions. And, you’ll see several familiar names as some of our members are prolific posters. Hey, there are even photos from the MVP Summit, so check it out! www.utteraccess.com/forums/index.php

A compilation of links to Access Resources
This site provides an impressive array of links to a variety of resources for Access developers and users.  www.cbel.com/ms_access/

DYNAMIC LINK LIBRARY ARTICLE by Mark Liron, MVP
Learning more about DLL’s is in ongoing theme, so you might want to bookmark or download this page. www.updatexp.com/dynamic-link-library.html

Access Developer Portal MSDN 
Database samples and tutorials provided by Access MVP and other experts.
http://msdn2.microsoft.com/en-us/office/aa905400.aspx 
Database Issue Checker  
Access MVP, Allen Browne offer tips and utilities for casual users through expert developers. The Issue Checker can be used during development or to trouble shoot legacy files. Allen’s site provides a host of other tips and resources, including a compilation of reserved words.  http://allenbrowne.com/  or   http://allenbrowne.com/AppIssueChecker.html 

OUR SPONSORS (back to top)

FMS, Inc., (www.fmsinc.com) the world’s leading developer of Microsoft Access 3rd party products with their award winning “Total Access”  including Total Access Analyzer, Total Visual CodeTools, and Total Access Emailer. FMS also offers an Access Help Center with various resources such as technical papers, tips, etc. (http://www.fmsinc.com/MicrosoftAccess/help.html)


Microsoft is hosting our meetings! And, they have several representatives at our meetings to answer questions and find out what is important to us -- as Access developers. It is great to know that we will always have a member of the Access team at our meetings -- talk about going directly to the source! Microsoft has also sponsored several review and prize drawings. By the way, don’t forget to sign up for Usability Studies   These are a fun way to share your thoughts with Microsoft and you earn software for your efforts. Sign up on line ---www.microsoft.com/usability/jump1.htm  

Trigeminal Software, Inc, aka Michael Kaplan, our VP for Backwards Compatibility and co-host of the Q&A sessions. To learn a little about Michael and to download some valuable tools, please visit his web site at www.trigeminal.com. The site offers free utilities, sample code and links to numerous articles and postings … and, as I mentioned … you should really avail yourself of the opportunity to read some of his opinions (not that Michael would voice anything controversial <g> ). For entertaining and edifying reading, check out “Sorting It All Out,” http://blogs.msdn.com/michkap 

Wiley and Wrox -- with over 200 years of publishing expertise in the technical communities. 
www.Wiley.com and www.Wrox.com


Sponsors Wanted: If you know of a company that would be interested in sponsoring our group, please have them contact Teresa. Sponsors may provide products for review or help offset group expenses.

*******************************************************************
Calendar Year Dues … $30 per group; Join during our membership drive and save!! 
The PNWADG and the SAG each utilize a calendar year dues system; so $30 pays for membership for one group from January through December. In addition to supporting the group activities, being a paid member allows you to participate in drawing, receive review items and other prizes. Everyone is encouraged to participate, share expertise and to ask questions; but when it comes time to dole out the prizes and offer products for review, … those benefits are restricted to paid members. 
For the PNWADG, please make checks payable to PNWADG and be sure to identify the member. Dues may be paid at the meeting or mailed to:  Randy Weers, Membership VP, 809 NE 70th St, Seattle, WA 98115-5567
Members Only Drawings and Product Reviews!

Come see what we have to offer at the monthly meetings! 
*********************************************************************
Meeting Address and Session Times (back to top)
Third Tuesday of Every Month (except December)
6:00 – 6:15 Networking 
6:15 – 7:30 ish SAG Meeting ... General announcements, Main presentation, Q&A
           15 - 20 minute Networking Break with Pizza and Pop Meeting 
7:45 to 8:00
PNWADG Sessions begins;   General announcements, Q&A, Main presentation

9:30 / 10
Final announcements and adjourn meeting.

Microsoft Redmond Campus  Café for Building 40
31st Ave NE
Redmond, WA 98052
Maps and parking information are posted at www.SeattleAccess.org
 
SECURITY:  Attendees are asked to have photo ID and must sign in upon entering the building/meeting room. Since exterior doors at Microsoft are locked and require a key card for entry, you will need to ring the doorbell and wait for an authorized person to escort you in.  
Note – TAP on the side windows if there is doorbell.

Directions (back to top)
Driving: From 520, take the 40th ST exit – stay in the right lane. Turn right onto 40th St – move to the right turn lane. At the first light, turn right onto 156th, at the second light turn right onto 31st Ave. Take the first left into the drive and garage. Walk towards the buildings; and Building 40 is on the RIGHT. Walk along the front of building 40 and you’ll eventually arrive at the side entrance of the café (the one story building that will be on your left). The doors are locked, so ring the doorbell and someone will come to greet you :~)


A(back to top)rriving Late? Locked Out? 
As much as we’d all like to be on-time, stuff happens. So, we’ll do our best to be alert to knocks on the window. As guests in Microsoft’s buildings, we have agreed to follow their guidelines, particularly with regards to security and parking. So, what are the best strategies for getting in if no-one is at the door?
· Ring the doorbell - -- if no bell - tap loudly on the window with a key; use a side window - not the door.
· Call 206-931-0541. Even if the phone isn’t answered, it will likely alert us to check the door. (ah hah … Having this number is yet another reason to bring the newsletter --page 1 -- with you!)


*****************************************************
If you wish to be removed from our notification list or have wish to change the delivery email, please email Teresa@DataDynamicsNW.com

Teresa Hennig
President, SAG
President, PNWADG
Microsoft MVP

Data Dynamics Northwest
Data Management Solutions
206-931-0541
This posting is provided "AS IS" with no warranties and confers no rights. Copyright 2004 – 2010 Teresa Hennig

