The SEATTLE ACCESS Newsletter
February 10, 2009 Meeting
Hi All,
Remember ... We’re in Building 35, the Kalaloch Room.
The February meetings for the SAG and PNWADG will be in Building 35, the Kalaloch Room. Use the entrance closest to the parking lot and you’ll find room just off the lobby. Please update your calendar to list the new location.
There will be TWO MORE MEETINGS in Building 27, the Olympic room:
PNWADG meetings for March 17 and the SAG meeting for May 12. 

Maps and directions are available at www.SeattleAccess.org.

More News ... read next week’s PNWADG Newsletter for some exciting announcements!

Annual Dues 

The SAG dues are $30 for the calendar year. Membership shows your support for the group and entitles you to participate in drawings, receive discounts from sponsors and have priority in getting assistance. The funds help to cover some of the costs for pizza, prizes and honorariums. More info below.
Tonight’s Events:

Main Presentation – Database Design Basics by Armen Stein, Access MVP
Intro Session – General Discussion – Database Design
Access 14 Focus Group for Information Workers (minimal Access experience) –Feb 25 and 26
Seeking Information Workers who have used Access, created a few forms and reports, but aren’t doing much with code.
If you are interested in participating, please read the info below and email Teresa ASAP!
Teresa
Please remember to sign-in when you arrive at the meeting – Members, Guests, Hosts ... everyone ;~)
First things first … Please remember to sign in when you arrive; then join us for pizza and beverages.  In addition to signing in, if your car is parked in a Microsoft lot without a permit, please register your car on the form at the sign-in table. (We do our best to accommodate special dietary requests -- please give me 48 hours notice on special requests. We average 2 to 3 slices per person, but not everyone arrives early. So, please understand if your favorite toppings are already gone.)
** ** ** ** ** ** ** ** ** ** **
Our Goal: 
Seattle Access welcomes Access users and developers of ALL levels. Our meetings provide a welcoming atmosphere that fosters networking and professional development. This is a great forum for asking questions and sharing solutions involving Access, integration with other applications and developing for the future! In addition to technical presentations, the questions and discussions provide opportunities to see alternative approaches and to solve current challenges. 
Please invite a friend, a co-worker or a student who is just learning about Access. Let people know that they can be part of a growing community of Access users. Remember, friendly support is available at all meetings!
Newsletter Bookmarks: 
Meeting Topics
Notices Downloads
Resource Tips
Location        
Kalaloch Room, Building 35, Microsoft Redmond Campus,
                        
159th Ave NE, Redmond               Second Tuesday of every Month, 6:15 ~ 9:30 PM

Acknowledgements
February 10, 2009, SAG Main Presentation – 

Database Design Basics --  by Armen Stein, J Street Technology, Access MVP
The design of your database is like the foundation of your house.  If the foundation is bad, no amount of great carpentry will result in a good house.  Armen will present some basic database design principles, and also cover common structures, naming conventions, and denormalization approaches.

Armen is the founder and president of J Street Technology, a team of about a dozen developers in Bellevue.  J Street develops custom applications using Microsoft Access, SQL Server, ASP.NET and Ajax.  Armen has spoken at many user groups and conferences, including Microsoft TechEd 2008 in Orlando and Office DevCon 2007 and 2008 in Sydney, Australia.  Armen is an Access MVP and co-author of Access 2007 VBA Programmer's Reference (Wrox), which has a five-star rating on Amazon.
NOTICES and Events: (top)

Feb 17th PNWADG Meeting –      Michael Kaplan  -- List filling callback functions

Access 14 Focus Group Opportunity for Information Workers - Feb 25 and 26
Seeking Access developers and users who have created solutions that could be converted to web or Intranet solutions. 

Target Solution Criteria:

· An application used by a group or department with a shared MDB data file.

· Some of the features should be “good” for a web app but you do not need to be planning to convert it.

· The app, or a selected part, will be provided to a team for evaluation; -- so strip or munge confidential data.

· Complex apps can also be submitted, as the team will look at a subset of the features.

· You should be able to “re-create” the solution (or the selected objects) in a day. 
· 2-10 tables with some relations between them

· 1-5 forms. Some data entry forms that apply some validation on the data

· 1-5 reports

· 10-300 lines of VBA not automatically generated
Participants have the fantastic opportunity to work with Access 14 and members of the Access team! You’ll get to see how Microsoft would convert YOUR solution. AND ... you’ll receive a nice package of compensation between Microsoft client products, server products and hardware.             WOW!!
If you are interested in participating, please email Teresa ASAP   Teresa@DataDynamicsNW.com !

The Pacific Northwest Access Developers Group (PNWADG) also welcomes you … 
The PNWADG meets the third Tuesday of each month. You can join the notification list at www.PNWADG.org. You may also read and print meeting announcements from there – so missing an email of the announcement is NO excuse for missing a meeting … Visit the site and keep up with the topics.
Everyone is welcome! Members, guests, friends, co-workers … Invite them all … The meetings are typically held in Building 35 on the Redmond Microsoft Campus. See you about 6 PM!
More Training Opportunities with MSDN Ramp Up  (December  2008)
Select the track, modules and training that is right for you.  See what’s new and how you can

http://msdn.microsoft.com/en-us/rampup/default.aspx

Malware Alert (January 2009)
Presidential Election Emails with links to malware.  Several subject lines and links encourage people to download files purported to update Adobe Flash, but the file is actually a password-stealing malware. For additional information please visit Snopes.com      http://www.snopes.com/computer/virus/obamaspeech.asp
DOWNLOADS and Other New Stuff: (top)
For past postings and links, please check www.SeattleAccess.org. In addition to the links are posted on the site, you can download previous newsletters and find additional information about events, resources and opportunities.

Analyze data with PivotTable Reports in Excel (February 2009)
It’s good to know about resources and options; after all, a combination of tools may provide the best solutions. So, you may want to check out this free tutorial on working with PivotTables in Excel. http://office.microsoft.com/training/training.aspx?AssetID=RC102058721033&pid=CR100479681033&ION_CL=1311

FREE ... Website for your small business... and there more ... (January 2009)
Office Live offers lots of free services and benefits for small businesses, for example, free website, free online folders, free phone support and too much to list here. So, free up some of your time and space by using Office Live. Visit www.officelive.com/free-website

Virtualization and Hyper-V --- a “green” light for saving time, SPACE, money and other resources  (January 2009)
Ever which you could replicate a desktop or other platform to test before deploying at a client’s? That’s just one of the scenarios that can be quickly and easily be solved using Hyper-V.  Once you’ve tried it, you may become a bigger Hyper-V advocate than IT!  

You can download the server for free, read the white papers, take some tutorials, and put it to work.

Training and exams on virtualization, even free e-learning options www.microsoft.com/learning/virtualization/default.mspx

Learn about saving energy and resources with the Hyper-V “Green” Toolbox  http://www.hyper-green.com/
FREE  Microsoft Hyper-V Server 2008  http://www.microsoft.com/downloads/details.aspx?FamilyId=6067CB24-06CC-483A-AF92-B919F699C3A0&displaylang=en
The best of the best --- Microsoft Office Online 2008 Top Hits List (January 2009)
Convenient links to 2008’s most popular training, templates, tips, clipart and more --- as rated by the users!

http://office.microsoft.com/en-us/help/HA103338601033.aspx?ION_CL=1068

VISTA SP2 Beta (January 2009)
If you’re enjoying the features in Vista, you may want to participate in the Vista SP2 Beta. In addition to benefiting from the fixes and enhancements, you will be helping to ensure that the final release will be even better.  Read more and download from:

www.microsoft.com/downloads/details.aspx?FamilyId=361D0CA3-4B2C-4F1C-8B3E-DE376FDB1DE8&displaylang=en

Blue skies and wispy clouds ... or Azure Services and cloud computing.  (December 2008)
Learn what’s available and what’s coming for internet-scale services, from operating systems to developer services.  
See some of the solutions currently leveraging this technology and register to try the preview at  http://www.microsoft.com/azure/default.mspx
Windows 7 – Previews and Reviews  (December  2008)
Intuitive, responsive and now offering touch-screen technology! Read the reviews and learn about the most talked about features.

Read ComputerWorld’s rating of Windows 7  http://www.computerworld.com/action/article.do?command=viewArticleBasic&articleId=9119378&source=landingpage

CIO lists the five most talked about features for Windows 7
http://www.cio.com/article/463713/Windows_The_Five_Most_Talked_About_Features

Internet Explorer 8, Beta 2 (November  2008)
Slice n dice to order, discrete and private service. New features in IE 8 allow you to select the exact slice of a web site that you want to monitor – of course, they have to offer web slices, but that’s readily apparent by the new little green icon that will be rampantly spreading though sites. And then there are the times when you’d prefer NOT to leave a trail – such as when you’re using an Internet café or a colleague’s computer. IE8 also have features that enable private browsing without leaving a history. There are several other security and performance enhancements. For more info and a free download visit:  http://www.microsoft.com/windows/internet-explorer/beta/features/web-slices.aspx?tabid=1&catid=1
Download Internet Explorer 8 Beta for better protection, to connect to more services, and to have more options and control. See how IE 8 can improve your experience www.microsoft.com/windows/internet-explorer/beta/
Run IT on a Virtual Hard Disk (September 2008)
Using the power of virtualization, you can now quickly evaluate Microsoft and partner solutions through a series of pre-configured Virtual Hard Disks (VHDs). The Microsoft Virtual Software experience gives you full access to a number of server products on a pre-configured virtual machine. You can download the VHDs and evaluate them for free in your own environment without the need for dedicated servers or complex installations. Download the application of your choice and start evaluating the software for your environment immediately, for free.   www.microsoft.com/servers/virtualharddrives.mspx

Access 2003 Solution Center --- (August 2008)
This is a great starting point to find solutions, downloads, current topics and links to the latest updates.       http://support.microsoft.com/?scid=ph;en-us;2509
MSDN – Virtual Labs to Test-drive Code samples (August 2008)
How many times have you seen a code sample but didn’t try it out because you didn’t have the software configuration or you didn’t want to risk unexpected impact to your system?  Now there’s a simple and convenient solution. MSDN provides virtual labs so that you can try out many of the code samples. Better yet, there’s a split window so that people can read the MSDN article in one pane and use a second pane to contain the test environment!  http://msdn.microsoft.com/en-us/magazine/cc511327.aspx?pr=flas

RESOURCE Tips:  (top)
A couple of good sites to search for information and programming assistance are www.mvps.org and Office Developer Center on MSDN. And, we’ve been mentioning the newsgroups. You can search and drill through thousands of threads. Check out http://www.microsoft.com/office/community/en-us/FlyoutOverview.mspx for a comprehensive display topics. You may also find what you are looking for by using http://groups.google.com or try www.google.com/microsoft.html for Microsoft related pages or by setting multiple search criteria at www.google.com/advanced_search?hl=en. 

Access Blog – by the Access Team
Stay tuned to the community … The team shares insights into their schedule, their favorite features, new features and how to use them. This is also an ideal avenue for the team to talk about issues that are of interest to the Access community. You’ll learn about the people and some of the factors that are helping to shape the future of Access. Whether you’re a seasoned developer or just learning about Access, you’ll find invaluable information and techniques.  From creating a database template to getting help when you need it, The Access Blog covers the gamut. http://blogs.msdn.com/access/default.aspx
Get Help When You Need It – Office Online
Available 24/7 on the Web! The Office Online Web site offers dynamically updated Help and online training as well as downloads, templates, and clip art-for new and previous versions of Office. Check this out at: http://office.microsoft.com/

Database Issue Checker  
Access MVP, Allen Browne offer tips and utilities for casual users through expert developers. The Issue Checker can be used during development or to trouble shoot legacy files. Allen’s site provides a host of other tips and resources, including a compilation of reserved words.  http://allenbrowne.com/AppIssueChecker.html 

MSDN magazine is available online …

An excellent, searchable resource. You can check out back issues, download articles and source code. Check it out at          http://msdn.microsoft.com/msdnmag

A compilation of links to Access Resources
This site provides an impressive array of links to a variety of resources for Access developers and users.  www.cbel.com/ms_access/

Conrad Systems Development   --- CSD Tools Version 2.0
Jeff Conrad, former Access MVP, and one of the newest members of the Access Test Team, offers an Access Add-In for documenting your database objects.  http://www.accessmvp.com/JConrad/accessjunkie.html

The Seattle Access site.  You will also want to check the Links and Downloads pages at www.SeattleAccess.org 

HOW TO FIND US:  (top)
Building 35, The Kalaloch Room  --
From 520, take the 40th ST exit – move to the right. Turn right onto 40th St, but don’t go to the curb lane. Go through the intersection with 156th Ave and then turn right onto 159th Ave NE. (that is the first right into Microsoft’s campus). Building 35 is the first building on the left as you come up to the stop sign. Turn left into the first parking lot entrance and find a spot to park. Directions and a map are available from the Seattle Access web site.

PARKING AND SECURITY: 
A couple of minor requests that allow us to use the excellent accommodations offered by Microsoft.
Please sign in as soon as you enter the building. If you drive, you ALSO need to register your car. Security: Attendees need to bring photo ID and the first page of this meeting announcement or the meeting agenda from the web site. Having the Agenda with you will allow security to let you into the building. Exterior doors at Microsoft are locked. Since a host must let people in, it is helpful if everyone arrives between 6:00 and 6:15. 
Drivers: When you enter the building, you will need to register your vehicle by providing the Make, Model, Year, Color, and License information. There is typically ample parking it the lot shared by Buildings 34 and 35.

AKNOWLEDGEMENTS: (top)
Thanks to Armen Stein, president of J Street Technology, Inc., for serving as our guru and mentor. At J Street Technology, Armen heads up a team of talented database application developers. In addition to being a co-author of Access 2003 VBA Programmer’s Reference, Armen has written articles for Access/Office/VB Advisor and Smart Access. He taught Access at BCC and SCCC, offers his own seminars and is a key presenter at various conferences. Armen can be reached at Armen@JStreetTech.com or 425-869-0797.  

Thanks to Teresa Hennig, owner/developer Data Dynamics NW.  Data Dynamics NW provides data management solutions for all types of businesses. We specialize in helping organizations efficiently manage, utilize and profit from their data. Teresa enjoys working with her clients and collaborating with other developers to match project needs with developer expertise. For consultations and development assistance, please contacts Teresa@DataDynamicsNW.com or 206-931-0541. All referrals are greatly appreciated!

ADVISOR Media provides technical resources, magazines, articles and events across the gamut of technologies and fields. Stay up to date with conferences and locations; visit http://advisorevents.com  Sign up for Microsoft Access Advisor, a monthly magazine packed with tips, code and information on new features and techniques. Advisor media is providing drawing items for our meetings and you can look forward to seeing some issues of Access Advisor.
EDGE Tech Corp, an ISO 9001:2000 certified company founded in 1986, is a leading memory supplier. EDGE sells 100% compatible Dell Memory and DRAM upgrades for other leading system manufacturers.  EDGE also offers USB Watches, digital frames, portable hard drives. Edge is offering a 10% discount to members on memory. www.edgetechcorp.com
FMS, Inc., (www.fmsinc.com) the world’s leading developer of Microsoft Access 3rd party products with their award winning “Total Access”  including Total Access Analyzer, Total Visual CodeTools, and Total Access Emailer. FMS also offers an Access Help Center with various resources such as technical papers, tips, etc. (http://www.fmsinc.com/MicrosoftAccess/help.html)


Microsoft and our amazing hosts from the Access Team!!! In addition to having representatives at all of our meetings, Microsoft staff have provided excellent presentations, answered many of our questions, sponsored several drawings, and put us at the top of the list for participating in Usability Studies. Not only that, they solicit our opinions about desired features, frustrating problems and technical challenges. This is Amazing Support!! Many Thanks to the Microsoft Access Team, the Usability Study Group, Mindshare and all our other contacts at Microsoft!!!! 

If you would like to participate in a Usability Study, be sure to sign up on line --- www.microsoft.com/usability . When signing up online, please note that the site was "Found via a user group"!!! This link is also posted on the Access SIG web site – along with any special studies that we may be able to promote! It certainly is nice to have the inside track.

Annual Dues 
The Seattle Access Group uses calendar year dues approach and a mere $30 provides full member benefits from January through December. The sooner you join, the sooner you reap the benefits and feelings of truly belonging. For most people, paying dues is more of an indication that you find value in the meetings, newsletters, website and networking. As always, dues are voluntary and are used towards group expenses. (pssst … drawings are for members only. Did you notice that since we started collecting dues, the price has never increased; not even to cover the escalating costs for pizza and other meeting materials.) Please make checks payable to Teresa Hennig; include Seattle Access and the member name on the memo line. Dues may be paid at the meeting or mailed to Teresa Hennig  18521 64th PL NE Kenmore, WA 98028-7915

For additional information about the Seattle Access Group and our meetings, please visit www.SeattleAccess.org  We are always seeking sponsors and speakers to keep the meetings as interesting and beneficial as possible. Please share your suggestions by contacting Teresa    (reply to email or Teresa@DataDynamicsNW.com)
I hope to see you about 6 on Tuesday.

Cheers,
Teresa Hennig,
President, Seattle Access Group
Microsoft Access Most Valuable Professional

DataDynamicsNW.com
Data Management Solutions
206-931-0541

If you would prefer not to receive Seattle Access announcements, please send your request to Teresa. Please specify which email address should be removed from the Seattle Access email list.
This is provided "AS IS" with no warranties and confers no rights.  Copyright 2004-2009 Teresa Hennig.
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