Hi Mark,
(Please note that the meetings now start at 6:15! Please bring a friend.)
The SEATTLE ACCESS Newsletter
April 11, 2006 Meeting
Tonight’s Drawing …  TBD …

Teasers & Bullets: (more info below)
The Envelope Please …  For the Access MVP Awards …
Waaaaaahhooooo! (details follow).

Ride Share From Greenlake Area
A member near Greenlake is seeking transportation to the Seattle Access meetings. Hopefully someone will want to offset the escalating price of gas by picking him up ;-) Send me an email and I’ll get you linked up. 

Usability Studies …Network Engineers and Administrators: WANTED
PLEASE share contact info with your friends and associates (details follow).

Developers Needed -- Upgrade Access Solutions to 2003
Contract work at Seattle location. Email your resume and I will forward it.

Presenters Needed
Share, Give, Gain …  Choose from a list of topics or suggest your favorite.
2006 topic suggestions are posted on the Seattle Access web site.

Read All About it … 
Even if you don’t have time to read the entire newsletter, PLEASE review the Notices and Events for time sensitive opportunities ;-)

** ** ** ** ** ** ** ** ** ** **
Our Goal: 
Seattle Access welcomes Access users and developers of ALL levels. Our meetings provide a welcoming atmosphere that fosters networking and professional development. This is a great forum for asking questions and sharing solutions involving Access, integration with other applications and developing for the future! In addition to technical presentations, the questions and discussions provide opportunities to see alternative approaches and to solve current challenges. 
Please invite a friend, a co-worker or a student who is just learning about Access. Let people know that they can be part of a growing community of Access users. Remember, friendly support is available at all meetings!

First things first … Please remember to sign in when you arrive; then join us for pizza and beverages.

Newsletter Bookmarks:
Notices
Downloads
Security
Resource Tips
Location        Quinalt Room, Building 34, Microsoft Redmond Campus,
                        159th Ave NE, Redmond
Second Tuesday of the Month, 6:15 – 9:30 PM
Acknowledgments

Please note that the meeting now starts at 6:15. Pizza delivery should be just after 6. 

Tonight’s Topics:

Microsoft Most Valuable Professional AWARDS!!   
What an incredible honor … to be recognized by Microsoft for “sharing your passion and expertise and invigorating” the Access community. And “for the inspiration and encouragement you provide to others. By reaching out and sharing your technical expertise, you empower people and help them solve problems.”

It is all thanks to YOU, the members of my Access groups. You are the ones that keep me energized and motivated to be a leader, mentor and writer. Of course, we couldn’t do it without the technical expertise shared by fellow members and our friends at Microsoft!  More info ( and the certificate ….. waaaaahoooo … 

Access Bug Reporting – Exclusive Offer and by Invitation Only
Ever felt like – “I wish those software engineers would look at my database and solve my problem?” This is it! MS Access is piloting a feedback program for submitting bugs and suggestions to Microsoft. Join us Tuesday, April 11th, to see how the feedback tool works and to learn how YOU can obtain an invitation to participate. This exclusive opportunity is being offered to the Seattle Access and PNWADG.  ….. Yes, YOU are special ;-)
Beginner’s Corner: 
Building an Access Solution - Teresa’s Restaurant 
This is YOUR project from concept and design, to adding bells and whistles. Each session will include a detailed step-by-step walk through of selected tasks as well as a discussion of the related best practices and preferences. In March, we discussed the subject, goals and some of the features to be added. Now, it’s time to work on the tables as we focus fields, relationships and properties. After the April session, we will begin posting the database and notes on web site.    

Main Presentation April 11:  DAO for Smarties by Rob Cooper (YEAH ROB!!!)
Many Access databases still contain code that uses Data Access Objects (DAO). Although DAO changed from Access 1.0 through Access 97, those versions shipped with compatibility type libraries that allowed the DAO code to run. However, Access 2000 and newer versions do not have those libraries. There are several options for working with DAO code, including referencing DAO before ADO, using option explicit in your code and converting the code to ADO.
This presentation will focus on some helpful techniques and practices for working with DAO. Learn what DAO is, why you need it and how to use it. Gain an understanding of the objects, including the database, recordset, tableDef, QueryDef, field and more. And, we’ll have examples for effectively using DAO. Plus, we KNOW that Rob will share invaluable tips and tricks.

Upcoming Presentations:
PNWADG April 19:  New Features in Access 12 by Tim Getsch
Get a preview tour of some of the greatest new features to be incorporated into Access 2007.  Developers will have the ability to build much richer databases much more quickly. Tim will show us the new functionality for building client databases, including Access's new designers, new coding tools, the ability to create custom task panes, collecting data through email and customizing the ribbon UI. You’ve gotta see some of the out-of-the-box "tracking applications" that will ship with Access 2007. A special bonus will be to see some of the tools used to build those apps -- tools that will ship in the Access Developer Extensions.

PNWADG TBD: Armen Stein --  The Life of a Software Project
Software development projects have a beginning, a middle, and hopefully an end.  Armen has managed more projects than he can remember, and most of them ended.  He will discuss techniques and best practices you can use to build estimates, gather requirements, design features, communicate with customers, and deliver a great project.  Oh, and actually write the code too.


NOTICES and Events: (top)
IMMEDIATE NEED: Network Engineers and Administrators for Usability Studies
IF you have experience configuring and managing group policy (server permissions and policy) for your organization consisting of 350 or more employees?

          OR
IF you have experience deploying servers with integrated external devices such as routers, card readers, RAID or RFID technology?


Then, the Microsoft Usability group would like to invite you to participate in a study. All participants receive a gratuity selection. For details, please e-mail UCCOORD@microsoft.com  


INETA LIVE! Webcast April 19th at 12:30 --  SharePoint 1, 2, 3! 
SharePoint 1, 2, 3 is a new concept in community-based training being offered to the development community by the development community. Quickly learn how to install, use, and develop custom software for Microsoft's Windows SharePoint Services. SharePoint 1, 2, 3! is designed to be a start to finish training session that has a 100 level course, a 200 level course, and a 300 level course to get into all aspects of SharePoint. With two types of meetings; a lecture style seminar followed by a hands on lab session, you will be able to try the technology yourself. Register now!

Portland Access User Group Spring Conference 2006
April 29 – May 1st, in Silver Falls, Oregon.
Keynote speakers are Roger Parish, Ken Pinard and our very own Armen Stein. Three days packed with opportunities to delve deeply into issues related to database design and deployment. The tranquility of the state park provides the perfect setting for staying energized and focused. For more information, please visit www.paug.com/conference2006.htm 

The Pacific Northwest Access Developers Group (PNWADG) also welcomes you … 
The PNWADG meets the third Tuesday of each month. You can join the notification list at www.PNWADG.org You may also read and print meeting announcements from there – so missing an email of the announcement is NO excuse for missing a meeting … Visit the site and keep up with the topics.
Everyone is welcome! Members, guests, friends, co-workers … Invite them all … The meetings are typically held in Building 34 on the Redmond Microsoft Campus. See you about 6 PM!

Please let others know about the Access SIG – share your announcement! 
The Access SIG provides a friendly, comfortable environment that facilitates the technical and professional advancement of Access users and developers.

DOWNLOADS and Other New Stuff: (top)
Since many of you are experimenting with express versions and .NET ventures, I want to share some great links in those areas as well.  

IE ActiveX Update May Affect Your Customers
Be prepared for updates to Internet Explorer 6.0 Service Pack 2 and to Microsoft Windows Server 2003 Service Pack 1. These updates could impact the functionality of certain ActiveX controls. www.microsoft.com/technet/security/advisory/912945.mspx

Made in Express Contest  -- Win $10K
Just create something COOL with one of the new Microsoft Express Programs and you could win a very cool $10K. Still need the software? Links are on the Seattle Access site ;-)   www.madeinexpresscontest.com

Atlas -- Power Lifter’s Web App Builder 
In geek speak it is a really cool way to make very responsive Web applications.  Atlas is a free framework for building a new generation of richer, more interactive, highly personalized standards based Web applications. You can take advantage of the rich client framework to easily build client-centric Web applications that integrate with any backend data provider http://atlas.asp.net/Default.aspx?tabid=47

Sneak Preview: 2007 Microsoft Office System 

The 2007 Microsoft Office system represents a significant upgrade for customers, and there's no better way to prepare for their questions than to use the software yourself. Register now to be notified as soon as the 2007 Microsoft Office system Beta 2 is released. www.microsoft.com/office/preview/default.mspx 

Security Watch …. A guide to Wireless Security.
www.microsoft.com/technet/technetmag/issues/2005/11/SecurityWatch/default.aspx

FREE– Visual Studio EXPRESS and SQL Server 2005 EXPRESS
The Seattle Access site provides links to downloads, training and other related materials. 

Limited Time Offer … Free eLearning on SQL Server 2005
Ok … I just can’t break away from sharing the wealth. Please take advantage of these great resources while they are still free. Procrastinate and you could be paying $99 each. www.microsoft.com/technet/prodtechnol/sql/2005/learning/default.mspx 

RESOURCE TIPS:  (top)
A couple of good sites to search for information and programming assistance are www.mvps.org and Office Developer Center on MSDN. You may also find what you are looking for by using http://groups.google.com or try www.google.com/microsoft.html for Microsoft related pages or by setting multiple search criteria at www.google.com/advanced_search?hl=en. 

Get Help When You Need It:
Available 24/7 on the Web! The Office Online Web site offers dynamically updated Help and online training-plus downloads, templates, and clip art-for new and previous versions of Office. Check this out at: http://office.microsoft.com/

Microsoft Office System Webcasts  -- Win an MP3 Player
Attend a live Microsoft Office System webcast and submit an evaluation and you could win an MP3 player.
www.microsoft.com/events/series/officesystemwebcasts.mspx

Get it Done with Access … Microsoft’s Online Tutorials
http://office.microsoft.com/en-us/FX011204921033.aspx

A compilation of links to Access Resources
This site provides an impressive array of links to a variety of resources for Access developers and users.  www.cbel.com/ms_access/

Conrad Systems Development   --- CSD Tools Version 2.0
Jeff Conrad, Access MVP, offers an Access Add-In for documenting your database objects. 
http://home.bendbroadband.com/conradsystems/accessjunkie/csdtools.html

DYNAMIC LINK LIBRARY ARTICLE by Mark Liron, MVP
Learning more about DLL’s is right in line with several of our topics requested for 2006. www.updatexp.com/dynamic-link-library.html

The OFFICIAL MS Access Blog!  http://blogs.msdn.com/access

The Seattle Access site.  You will also want to check the Links and Downloads pages of the SeattleAccess.org 

Windows Defender (Beta2)  … Microsoft’s Latest AntiSpyware Product
Windows Defender (Beta 2) is Microsoft’s newest product for Windows AntiSpyware. It helps increase performance and protects your computer against pop-ups and security threats caused by spyware and other potentially unwanted software. http://go.microsoft.com/?linkid=4573227

HOW TO FIND US:  (top)
Building 34, The Quinalt Room  --
From 520, take the 40th ST exit – move to the right. Turn right onto 40th St, but don’t go to the curb lane. Go through the intersection with 156th Ave and then turn right onto 159th Ave NE. (that is the first possible right into Microsoft’s campus). Building 34 is the second building on the left. Turn left into the first or second parking drive. Directions and a map are posted on the Seattle Access web site.

PARKING AND SECURITY: 
A couple of minor requests that allow us to use the excellent accommodations offered by Microsoft.
Please sign in as soon as you enter the building. If you drive, you need to register your car in addition to signing the meeting roster. See note to Drivers.
Security: Attendees need to bring photo ID and the first page of this meeting announcement or the meeting agenda from the web site. Having the Agenda with you will allow security to let you into the building. Exterior doors at Microsoft are locked. Since a host must let people in, it is helpful if everyone arrives between 6:00 and 6:15. 
Drivers: When you enter the building, you will need to register your vehicle by providing the make, model, year, color, and license information. There should be ample parking directly in front of Building 34.

AKNOWLEDGEMENTS: (top)
Thanks to Armen Stein, president of J Street Technology, Inc., for serving as our guru and mentor. At J Street Technology, Armen heads up a team of talented database application developers. In addition to being a co-author of Access 2003 VBA Programmer’s Reference, Armen has written articles for Access/Office/VB Advisor and Smart Access. He taught Access at BCC and SCCC, offers his own seminars and is a key presenter at various conferences. Armen can be reached at Armen@JStreetTech.com or 425-869-0797.  

Thanks to Teresa Hennig, owner/developer Data Dynamics NW.  Data Dynamics NW provides data management solutions for all types of businesses. We specialize in helping organizations efficiently manage, utilize and profit from their data. Teresa enjoys working with her clients and collaborating with other developers to match project needs with developer expertise. For consultations and development assistance, please contacts Teresa@DataDynamicsNW.com or 206-931-0541. All referrals are greatly appreciated!

Advisor Media, www.Advisor.com, is the publisher of numerous magazines, journals and training CDs and sponsor of conferences and seminars. Advisor Media has provided several copies of Access VB SQL Advisor Magazine, and some gift certificates.

DBI Technologies, Inc. provides first class Active X components. DBI offers a 20% discount to members. (Please contact Teresa for details on obtaining the discount.) DBI is providing some of their components for review. You can learn more about their products and download full trial versions at www.dbi-tech.com 

FMS offers a variety of high quality products to assist the Access developer including the magazine Access-VB-SQL Advisor. Be sure to check out their site to learn about their new tools. AND, stay tuned for a review of Total Access Analyzer 2003! If you haven’t migrated to 2003, then you might want to check out the upgrade for Access 2002. FMS also offers a 10% discount to the Access SIG group. Remember to identify yourself as an Access SIG member when placing your order. What a great way to be reimbursed for your membership! Please let Teresa know that you are taking advantage of the group special. We are trying to track the support that we give to our sponsors.

Tableau Software!! -- Providing Business Intelligence software that enables users to visually query and interpret the data in databases.  Through “visual analysis,” users transform raw data into smart decisions. Their drag and drop process creates vivid, interactive visualizations. Request a trial version and see how easily YOU can INSTANTLY compose a picture that unveils the meaning behind the data. www.tableausoftware.com  
Thanks Tableau -- for providing the PIZZA at our meetings! 

Microsoft and our amazing hosts from the Access Team!!! In addition to having representatives at all of our meetings, Microsoft staff have provided excellent presentations, answered many of our questions, sponsored several drawings, and put us at the top of the list for participating in Usability Studies. Not only that, they solicit our opinions about desired features, frustrating problems and technical challenges. This is Amazing Support!! Many Thanks to the Microsoft Access Team, the Usability Study Group, Mindshare and all our other contacts at Microsoft!!!! 

If you would like to participate in a Usability Study, be sure to sign up on line --- www.microsoft.com/usability . When signing up online, please note that the site was "Found via a user group"!!! This link is also posted on the Access SIG web site – along with any special studies that we may be able to promote! It certainly is nice to have the inside track.

Annual Dues 
Seattle Access has a calendar year dues system. A mere $30 provides full member benefits from January through December. For most people, paying dues is more of an indication that you find value in the meetings, newsletters, website and networking. As always, dues are voluntary and are used towards group expenses. (pssst … drawings are for members only…) Please make checks payable to Teresa Hennig; include Seattle Access and the member name on the memo line. Dues may be paid at the meeting or mailed to Teresa Hennig  18521 64th PL NE Kenmore, WA 98028-7915

For additional information about the Access SIG and our meetings, please visit www.SeattleAccess.org  We are always seeking sponsors and speakers to keep the meetings as interesting and beneficial as possible. Please share your suggestions by contacting Teresa 
I hope to see you about 6 on Tuesday.

Teresa Hennig
President, Seattle Access 
Microsoft Access Most Valuable Professional

DataDynamicsNW.com
Data Management Solutions
18521 64th PL NE
Kenmore, WA 98028-7915
206-931-0541

If you would prefer not to receive Seattle Access announcements, please send your request to Teresa. Please specify which email address should be removed from the Seattle Access email list.
This is provided "AS IS" with no warranties and confers no rights.  Copyright 2004-2006 Teresa Hennig
