Hi Teresa,
Accepting Nominations and Volunteers!  The more you give the more you get …  in a good way ;-) … 
Annual elections will be help during the October 11th meeting. More info in NOTICES.

Last Chance to Suggest Our New Name
Ok folks, enough is enough. Get creative, pick some words and then make it work. Let’s gather ideas and vote on the name THIS MONTH! Please bring or send your ideas. Even better, see if the .ORG domain name is available.
The ACCESS Special Interest Group Newsletter
August 9, 2005 Meeting
Our Goal: 
The Access SIG welcomes Access users and developers of ALL levels. Our meetings provide a welcoming forum that fosters networking and professional development. It’s a great place to ask questions and share solutions using Access, integrating with other applications and developing for the future! In addition to the technical presentations, the questions and discussions provide opportunities to see alternative approaches, solve current challenges and learn from fellow developers. Please invite a friend, co-worker or student who is just learning about Access. Let them know that they can be part of a growing community. Remember, friendly support is available at the meetings!

September 13, 2005 
Be sure to arrive early and grab a slice of pizza, courtesy of Tableau Software!  Stay tuned for the upcoming review of their powerful charting tool.

Main Presentation  -  Class Modules Part 2 of 2 by Rob Cooper
To efficiently use code, we need to understand Class Modules. In this two part presentation, Rob will start with the fundamentals, explain classes and objects and when to use them. He will provide examples, and walk us through each process. We will learn about class modules, including subclasses and collections, events, object models and well, basically Rob will cover the relevant spectrum. 
To help us all assimilate so much critical material, Rob will include several demonstrations and walk us through the processes step-by-step. And, by splitting this into two sessions, we will have the opportunity to experiment before the September meeting. This is a great opportunity to bring an associate who might feel a bit intimidated by the thought of writing code. Guests are welcome at all sessions.

Rob is a design engineer on Microsoft’s Access Test team. Rob specializes in security, programmability, and XML. Prior to testing, he was on the Access support team in North Carolina where he worked with data access pages. In planning for the legendary short work-weeks, Rob has found a few things to fill his off-hours. In addition enjoying time with his family, he is enrolled in a certificate program at UW, watches movies, and checks out the new restaurants in and around Seattle. (hmmm … well, you’ll notice SLEEP is not in this list….)

Beginners Corner – Rob Cooper presenting a Refresher on Class Modules Part 1 
Last month’s session was so well received that Rob has agreed to treat us to a condensed version of Session 1 during the Beginners Corner. This way, we’ll all have a strong foundation for incorporating tonight’s techniques. Ahhh … refreshers are sooooooo empowering.

October 11, Michael Kaplan’s 10 Commandments for Working with References 
Michael will supposedly discuss many aspects of references in Access databases. He’ll explain how they work, why the work and why they sometimes don't work. Fortunately, he’ll also share some wisdom about how to avoid the problems.The discussion will cover MDEs and ADEs, explaining why they are better and when they are worse) and how VBA compilation state enters into the equation. Being a true expert, Michael will also talk about how the Jet expression engine can cause problems with references that are a bit harder to detect. Join us for a slightly irreverent presentation on references as none other than Michael can provide.

Michael Kaplan probably knows more about Jet and Access (through 2000?) than the rest of us put together. An internationally renowned author, consultant and developer, Michael earned a reputation for doing what “can’t be done.”  Join us for an informative presentation from our very own (former) Access MVP! Michael’s work may have moved on to Internationalization, but thankfully there are some things about Access that still have a place in his heart.
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Notices, Downloads, Security, Suggestions, Etc
NOTICES and Events:
Accepting Nominations and Volunteers!  The more you give the more you get … in a good way ;-) 
Annual elections will be held during the October 11th meeting. At present, we have one elected officer and a few committed volunteers (heh heh heh). Please note that we can expand structure to include all volunteers! So, if you have a passion for getting involved, this is an excellent opportunity to suggest an office and hold it ;-) … Of course, lower-key volunteers are always welcome as well. 

Two full-time permanent positions with Quiktrak in Beaverton, Oregon. 
Quiktrak is the leader in providing inspections and inventory auditing services for financial institutions, manufacturers and leasing firms throughout the U.S., Canada and internationally. www.quiktrak.com 
VB/PDA Developer and Sr. Web Developer. Additional information is posted on the SIG web site.

Launch 2005 – Breaking news and events surrounding VS 2005, SQL Server 2005 … 
Keep your calendar up to date with the latest offer events and offerings as the November 7th launch date approaches. In addition to Microsoft’s official events, we are also looking forward to special launch presentations at our meetings! http://msdn.microsoft.com/launch2005 

Microsoft Web Casts … A convenient way to improve your business and your technical skills.
Microsoft Business Solutions (MBS) Webcast Calendar
www.microsoft.com/seminar/events/webcasts/upcoming.mspx

The Pacific Northwest Access Developers Group (PNWADG) also welcomes you …
The PNWADG meets the third Tuesday of each month. You can join the notification list at www.PNWADG.org. You may also read and print meeting announcements from there – so missing an email of the announcement is NO excuse for missing a meeting … visit the site and keep up with the topics.
Everyone is welcome! Members, guests, friends, co-workers … Invite them all … The meetings are typically held in Building 34 on the Redmond Microsoft Campus. See you about 6 PM!

PNWADG September 20 – Armen Stein will be sharing some of his Access UI design techniques. What a great opportunity to learn some of the time tested tools used by J Street Technology. Armen will cover such tools for things as browsing for files and folders, color coding records on continuous forms, handling inactive records in combo boxes, and much more. Armen has offered to have extra material on hand so that he can tailor the presentation to the audience … :-)  

First Look: SQL 2005 Free Event; Bellevue WA, September 22, 9:00 - 12:00PST

Join Netdesk for a first look at this exciting release of SQL Server 2005, previously known as "Yukon." SQL Server 2005 is Microsoft's next-generation data management and analysis software that will deliver increased scalability, availability, and security to enterprise data and analytical applications while making them easier to create, deploy, and manage.
msevents.microsoft.com/cui/eventdetail.aspx?culture=en-US&eventid=1032276331

Indigo Roadshow – free event; Redmond, September 26 

This is your opportunity to see the true shades of Indigo, Microsoft’s unified programming model for building distributed applications. This evening’s event will give you a new perspective on this valuable extension to the .NET Framework and a clear understanding of the Indigo technology and how it will radically simplify the development of your distributed applications. 

Learn from the Indigo team how the Indigo architecture was designed and see firsthand how it works. They will build live demos from scratch and answer your toughest questions. Most importantly, you’ll learn how to use Indigo to build distributed systems today that will communicate directly not only with other Indigo services, but the vast collection of messaging systems and Web Services out there. Stop struggling with the dirty work. Indigo makes it easy to develop secure, reliable, interoperable web services, so you can focus on what really matters. 

Redmond WA, September 26, 6:30pm - 9:30PST;  Portland OR, September 28, 6:30pm - 9:30PST
www.indigoroadshow.com 

Please let others know about the Access SIG – share your announcement! 
The Access SIG provides a friendly, comfortable environment that facilitates the technical and professional advancement of Access users and developers.

DOWNLOADS and Other New Stuff: (top)
Site with Excellent Reference Material and Links
Congratulations to Jeff Conrad, one of two people to be awarded Access MVP titles in July!!  Jeff is known as the Access Junkie in several Microsoft sponored news groups. 
He also maintains an impressive list of reference sites at http://home.bendbroadband.com/conradsystems/accessjunkie.html

Utter Access Discussion Forum 
Touted as the number one Access community forum!  This may be a great place to get answers to your questions. 
http://www.utteraccess.com/forums/index.php 

Row Level Locking and DAO  KB 275561 and
Jet 4.0 Row-Level Locking Is Not Available with DAO 3.60   Q 306435         
Trevor shared an interesting aspect about DAO and row level locking. Since your apps may be affected, you may be interested in these two KB articles and the MSDN article.
www.datadynamicsnw.com/accesssig/kBAandMore.htm 

Working With Indexes and Jet's ShowPlan.
During the August 2005 meeting, we discussed several issues dealing indexes and how to make them more effective.  Tom has provided a couple of articles. They are available on the SIG site.
www.datadynamicsnw.com/accesssig/kBAandMore.htm 

Add Sounds and Animation to your email and documents
Ok, this may seem like a recurring theme. But then, I think that art and sound can enhance communications. Please, just don’t send the banner of smiley’s plastered at the bottom email!
http://office.microsoft.com/en-us/marketplace/CE010306051033.aspx 

Outlook 2003 Video E-mail 
Who says you have to purchase special programs to send video and sounds … Just use your web cam and turn up the fun. Of course, these there are plenty of professional uses to … after all, we are developers ;-)
microsoft.com/downloads/details.aspx?FamilyId=4F1C4207-8124-46EB-ACC9-A01D7EC946E0&displaylang=en  

Publisher 2003 Trial 
Set aside some time and then order your 30-day trial CD kit to design, create, and publish professional marketing and communication materials. Let’s see some NEW business cards!! 
microsoft.com/Office/publisher/prodinfo/trial.mspx 


Microsoft Free E-Learning
Microsoft has several security clinics that are available online with NO COST. You pick the topic, the time, the pace. What a concept! To review the list of clinics, go to: www.microsoftelearning.com/security/

Live Communications Server 2005
Live Communications Server 2005 can be part of a scalable, enterprise-grade solution that includes Instant messaging with enhanced security, seamless integration with Microsoft Office Communicator 2005 and other Microsoft products.  www.office.microsoft.com/en-us/FX010908711033.aspx

Microsoft Office Communicator 2005 Trial Edition   
Try this new instant messaging client and chat with friends and family in real-time. http://go.microsoft.com/?linkid=3316665

Free trial kit: Office Small Business Accounting 2006 
Microsoft Office Small Business Accounting 2006 is a full-featured, easy-to-use financial management program designed for companies with 25 or fewer employees. It allows you to manage your business financials using out-of-the-box software that has the familiarity of Microsoft Office 2003. Get your free trial kit today. www.microsoft.com/office/accounting/prodinfo/default.mspx 

Download the Visual Studio 2005 Tools for Office - Outlook (Beta)   
Better yet … Come to the meeting and get the package!!
www.microsoft.com/downloads/details.aspx?FamilyID=74b56c72-7a1f-431f-a29c-58eb39e97a86&DisplayLang=en
 With the new managed Outlook add-in support, developers have a framework and tools to debug, secure, and deploy the Outlook add-ins they create using Visual Studio 2005 Tools for Office.

Jump on the Fast Track for VS 2005 … 
Register for this series of webcasts. You'll find out how the integrated tools in Microsoft Visual Studio 2005 Team System can help you keep track of and manage your projects more efficiently and productively. http://go.microsoft.com/?linkid=2818228

Learn ASP.NET offer http://go.microsoft.com/?linkid=3169995
And … now they are giving away two books targeted for Visual Basic 6.0 programmers but open to everyone. - Introducing Visual Basic 2005 for Developers and Upgrading Microsoft Visual Basic 6.0 to Microsoft Visual Basic .NET. You can download the first few chapters of each at VBRun: The Visual Basic 6.0 Resource Center http://go.microsoft.com/?linkid=3169996. More chapters will be posted each week. 

Enhance Presentation Skills and PPS  
Whether we are an IC or direct hire, the better we are at conveying information the easier it is to develop and implement great solutions. Learn from the pros about how to create PowerPoint presentations that will capture people’s interest and increase their confidence in your abilities and recommendations. http://go.microsoft.com/?linkid=3093111

Express Yourself – with Windows (8-9-05)
We’re all so busy, that we probably haven’t explored the myriad features available to allow us to customize our windows experience. But, we could likely improve productivity AND have a more enjoyable experience with just a few easy tweaks. No time to explore? This list convenient provides lots of suggestions, complete with “how-to.”
www.microsoft.com/windowsxp/using/setup/customize/default.mspx 

FUN STUFF! WindowsXP Power Toys and Add-Ins (9-10-05)
Just in case you haven’t already checked these out… as though we all spend 23 ½ hours a day at our computers, right?  Again, this is a just in case … because you might find some things that are both fun and enhance what you are doing. After all, the price is right. Regretfully, it still requires your time. But, here’s the address http://www.microsoft.com/windowsxp/downloads/powertoys/default.mspx

SECURITY RELATED INFO and more (top)

Protect your Laptop  (9-10-05)
Mobility increases productivity, but it also increases risks of data theft and loss. Read about 4 ways to protect yourself and your company.
http://www.microsoft.com/AtWork/stayconnected/protectpcdata.mspx 

It’s Salmon Season … but No Phishing Allowed!
IDENTITY THEFT ALERT!  Phishing has expanded from the computer to the phone. Be extremely skeptical if you are asked to enter personal information by voice or the phone keypad. Learn more …  www.microsoft.com/athome/security/email/phishing_with_phones.mspx 

No Phishing? How about Spam?
Spam is not only annoying and time consuming, but it can also erode your privacy. There are many tools and resources available to help us minimize the impact of spam. Of course, you probably think that you have it handled … we know it all, right?  Well, then, test your knowledge.  www.microsoft.com/athome/security/quiz/spambasics1.mspx 

Identify Management  -- ok … This is Geared for the IT Pro, but it is also Good for Developers to Know.
Learn about Identity Management  -- A TechNet series that provides information and solutions.  www.microsoft.com/technet/security/topics/identitymanagement/idmanage/default.mspx 
Identity Management Strategies to Improve Security and Productivity.  www.microsoft.com/technet/security/topics/IdentityManagement.mspx 

Server Security!  For You and Your Clients!
A wealth of information and resources that can help you increase the security of your server systems in a small business.  www.microsoft.com/technet/security/smallbusiness/topics/ServerSecurity.mspx 

Microsoft Security Software.
In addition to security enhancements and tools offered by Microsoft, this page also provides safe links to third-party tools. Since spyware may be promoted as AntiSpyware, please use caution when going to unknown sites or downloading files.
www.microsoft.com/athome/security/downloads/default.mspx 

Automatic Security Updates … The easy way!
Make life easy … I want automatic updates, automatic payments and instant energy … Ok .. reality check. At least we can all benefit from automatic Office and security updates. Follow the links on this page to learn about automatic updates, current issues and as much techno garbo as you want.

www.microsoft.com/security/bulletins/automaticupdates.mspx 

PC World reviews AntiSpyware. Check it out … Times a wastin’ and so are your PC’s resources!
www.pcworld.com/reviews/article/0,aid,119572,00.asp 

Office Downloads. 
While I’m at it … here’s the link to the page to check for office auto updates and downloads. office.microsoft.com/OfficeUpdate/default.aspx
Security Update for Word 2003 (KB887979)
Security Update for Word 2002 (KB887978)
Security Update for Word 2000 (KB887977)

Video: 7 steps to better PC security http://www.microsoft.com/smallbusiness/support/computer-security.mspx 
This video will help you, the small business owner, reduce your risk from viruses, hackers and other online threats. It’s easy, it’s convenient, it’s the right price … Download it, watch it, use it, share it… it’s free!

Windows Malicious Software Removal Tool  (KB890830)
This tool checks your computer for infection by specific, prevalent malicious software (including Blaster, Sasser, and Mydoom) and helps to remove the infection if it is found. Microsoft will release an updated version of this tool on the second Tuesday of each month.  www.microsoft.com/downloads/details.aspx?FamilyID=ad724ae0-e72d-4f54-9ab3-75b8eb148356&displaylang=en

Security software: Downloads and trials
Download antivirus software, firewalls, spyware removal tools, and more to improve the security of your computer and to help keep it running smoothly.
www.microsoft.com/athome/security/downloads/default.mspx

Protect Yourself and Your computer
This article contains some invaluable guidance for protecting your computer and your files. Please share with your friends and co-workers. 
The State of the Computing Industry  http://windowssecrets.com/040923/

Antivirus Defense-in-Depth Guide Updated http://go.microsoft.com/?linkid=1077165

 AND MORE >>>  Help … Sooo much to share! How do I organize all these things???
Office 2003/XP Remove Hidden Data http://go.microsoft.com/?linkid=2219932
Permanently remove hidden data and collaboration data, such as change tracking and comments, from Office files.
And a related article in PC World … Free Tool Identifies Hidden Data in Microsoft Office Docs
www.pcworld.com/resource/printable/article/0,aid,119674,00.asp 

Download Outlook 2003 PST Backup http://go.microsoft.com/?linkid=2219933
Create backup copies of your personal Outlook files at regular intervals, in Outlook 2000 and later versions.

Leverage Outlook 2003 to Save Time 
Get tips for using e-mail, notes, and team Web sites to decrease your work time and increase your results. 
http://office.microsoft.com/en-us/assistance/HA011616991033.aspx

Introducing SQL Server 2005 -- Next-Generation Data Management and Analysis Software
Learn more about SQL Server 2005, Microsoft’s next-generation data management and analysis software that will deliver increased scalability, availability, and security to enterprise data and analytical applications while making them easier to create, deploy, and manage. www.microsoft.com/sql/2005/default.asp 

Communicate in Real Time with Free Office Collaboration Product Trials 
With Microsoft Office System real-time collaboration products, you can share ideas and information instantly and effectively. Try a free trial of Live Meeting and Live Communications Server 2005.www.microsoft.com/office/rtc/default.mspx 

Producer for PowerPoint 2003 http://go.microsoft.com/?linkid=2707385
It just keeps getting better. Think how smooth and professional your presentations can be … Capture, synchronize, and publish audio, video, slides, and images for Microsoft PowerPoint.

The Snapshot Viewer
Powerful tool that enables you to view a report snapshot without having the standard or run-time versions of Microsoft Access 97 through Access 2003.
www.microsoft.com/downloads/details.aspx?FamilyId=B73DF33F-6D74-423D-8274-8B7E6313EDFB&displaylang=en

Scrolling Down VB Lane
Wouldn’t it be nice to use the scroll wheel in the VBA Editor window. Well, thanks to Marc, we can now easily download IP4. Presumably this will work with all operating systems except for Windows Server 2003.
The file is now on the Access SIG site … hotfixes and more … 

Disable the Close Button (X) on the Access Application Window
We’ve all witnessed someone close Access when they really wanted to just close a form. This KB article explains how to disable the Close Button for Access 2000. http://support.microsoft.com/?kbid=245746

Office Update automatic detection tool  find out if these updates are suitable for your Office products. Go to the Office Downloads site at http://office.microsoft.com/OfficeUpdate/default.aspx and click "Check for Updates" to get the latest Office updates for your computer. You can then review the list and select the updates that you want to install! 

RESOURCE TIPS:  (top)
A couple of good sites to search for information and programming assistance are www.mvps.org and Office Developer Center on MSDN. You may also find what you are looking for by using http://groups.google.com or try www.google.com/microsoft.html for Microsoft related pages or by setting multiple search criteria at www.google.com/advanced_search?hl=en. 

Get Help When You Need It:
Available 24/7 on the Web! The Office Online Web site offers dynamically updated Help and online training-plus downloads, templates, and clip art-for new and previous versions of Office. Check this out at: http://office.microsoft.com/

A compilation of links to Access Resources
This site provides an impressive array of links to a variety of resources for Access developers and users.  www.cbel.com/ms_access/

Corrupted Database Recovery Service
Many of us have struggled with one form of database corruption or another. So, it is good to have some options on hand in the event that you need outside assistance in recovering data. One of our members recommended checking with  www.accessdatabaserepair.com

The Access SIG site.  You will also want to check the Links and Downloads pages of the Access SIG site. 

HOW TO FIND US:  (top)
Building 34, The Quinalt Room  --
From 520, take the 40th ST exit – stay in the middle lane. Turn right onto 40th St. Go through the intersection with 156th and then turn right onto 159th Ave NE. (that is the first possible right into Microsoft’s campus). Building 34 is the second building on the left. Turn left into the first or second parking drive. Directions and a map are posted on the Access SIG web site.

PARKING AND SECURITY: 
A couple of minor requests that allow us to use the excellent accommodations offered by Microsoft.
Please sign in as soon as you enter the building. If you drive, you need to register your car in addition to signing the meeting roster. See note to Drivers.
Security: Attendees need to bring photo ID and the first page of this meeting announcement or the meeting agenda from the web site. Having the Agenda with you will allow security to let you into the building. Exterior doors at Microsoft are locked. Since a host must let people in, it is helpful if everyone arrives between 6:15 and 6:30. 
Drivers: When you enter the building, you will need to register your vehicle by providing the make, model, year, color, and license information. There should be ample parking directly in front of Building 34.

AKNOWLEDGEMENTS: (top)
InstallShield Inducted into Software Development Magazine’s Jolt Awards Hall of Fame
Software Development Magazine has inducted InstallShield into the Jolt Product Hall of Fame, an honor given to only one product each year. The magazine’s editors stated, "We felt that Macrovision's InstallShield should be inducted into the Hall of Fame for its longevity and success in standardizing the software installation process--thus establishing an entirely new niche of software tools."

Thanks to Armen Stein, president of J Street Technology, Inc., for serving as our guru and mentor. At J Street Technology, Armen heads up a team of talented database application developers. He has contributed articles to Access/Office/VB Advisor and Smart Access, and he has taught Access at BCC and SCCC. Armen can be reached at Armen@JStreetTech.com or 425-869-0797.  

Thanks to Teresa Hennig, owner/developer Data Dynamics NW.  Data Dynamics NW provides data management solutions for all types of businesses. We specialize in helping organizations efficiently manage, utilize and profit from their data. Teresa enjoys working with her clients and collaborating with other developers to match project needs with developer expertise. For consultations and development assistance, please contacts Teresa@DataDynamicsNW.com or 206-931-0541. All referrals are greatly appreciated!

Advisor Media, www.Advisor.com, is the publisher of numerous magazines, journals and training CDs and sponsor of conferences and seminars. Advisor Media has provided several copies of Access VB SQL Advisor Magazine, and some gift certificates.

DBI Technologies, Inc. provides first class Active X components. DBI offers a 20% discount to members. (Please contact Teresa for details on obtaining the discount.) DBI is providing some of their components for review. You can learn more about their products and download full trial versions at http://www.dbi-tech.com 
 
FMS offers a variety of high quality products to assist the Access developer including the magazine Access-VB-SQL Advisor. Be sure to check out their site to learn about their new tools. AND, stay tuned for a review of Total Access Analyzer 2003! If you haven’t migrated to 2003, then you might want to check out the upgrade for Access 2002. FMS also offers a 10% discount to the Access SIG group. Remember to identify yourself as an Access SIG member when placing your order. What a great way to be reimbursed for your membership! Please let Teresa know that you are taking advantage of the group special. We are trying to track the support that we give to our sponsors.

Tableau Software -- Providing Business Intelligence software that enables users to visually query and interpret the data in databases.  Through “visual analysis,” users transform raw data into smart decisions. Their drag and drop process creates vivid, interactive visualizations. Request a trial version and see how easily YOU can INSTANTLY compose a picture that unveils the meaning behind the data. www.tableausoftware.com  Tableau Software is now sponsoring PIZZA for the meetings! THANK YOU!

Microsoft and our amazing hosts from the Access Team!!! In addition to having representatives at all of our meetings, Microsoft staff have provided excellent presentations, answered many of our questions, sponsored several drawings, and put us at the top of the list for participating in Usability Studies. Not only that, they solicit our opinions about desired features, frustrating problems and technical challenges. This is Amazing Support!! Many Thanks to the Microsoft Access Team, the Usability Study Group, Mindshare and all our other contacts at Microsoft!!!! 

If you would like to participate in a Usability Study, be sure to sign up on line --- www.microsoft.com/usability . When signing up online, please note that the site was "Found via a user group"!!! This link is also posted on the Access SIG web site – along with any special studies that we may be able to promote! It certainly is nice to have the inside track.

For additional information about the Access SIG and our meetings, please visit www.AccessSIG.org

We are always seeking sponsors and speakers to keep the meetings as interesting and beneficial as possible. Please share your suggestions by contacting Teresa

I hope to see you about 6:15 on Tuesday.

Teresa Hennig
President, Access SIG
DataDynamicsNW.com
Data Management Solutions
18521 64th PL NE
Kenmore, WA 98028-7915
206-931-0541

If you would prefer not to receive announcements from the Access SIG, please send your request to Teresa. Please specify the Access SIG email list and what email address should be removed.  
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