Access News from the Northwest

April 2014
Hi All,

Spring is here … time for new looks and opportunities. 
The heading of the newsletter is just the top of the file ;~S …  In consonance with our goal to provide information and opportunities to Access users, our readership extends far beyond the SAG and PNWADG membership. Indeed, the newsletter reaches across the country and literally around the world. It always prompts a smile when I receive messages from readers -- whether they are on our mailing list, reading from the website, or from a forwarded email. It’s all about sharing our passion, experiences and expertise to help each other learn and leverage Access. 
So … please keep sharing the newsletter, links and meeting invitations!!

That being said, I will ask for your support … by sharing the newsletter, bringing a guest to meetings, volunteering to help with Live Meetings and recorded sessions. The networking opportunities at the meetings can be invaluable, but not everyone can just drop in to Redmond for the evening. So, as you’ve seen, we are offering more online sessions and will be expanding to including short, recorded sessions and remote presenters.
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   Please Help Spread the News …  Meetings are the Third Wednesday every month!  

April Sponsor … Wiley/Wrox Publishing
Professional Access 2013 Programming
         email Teresa for information on discounts and 
         to be entered into our monthly drawing.


April 16 Meeting Presentations
6:30  Upsizing to SQL Server - by Willie McClure, Datarim, April 16, 2014
How to upgrade an Access backend to SQL server, - Willie McClure keeping your frontend more or less intact, including the ramifications of linking, naming conventions, maintenance and data transfer.

In addition to sharing his expertise and techniques, Willie is creating some helpful utilities that will be available for attending members.  SOOOOO, you’ll definitely want to stay tuned and join our second session for the demos of tools.

Willie has been using Access since 2.0 and has more than 35 years in the computer industry. He founded Datarim, Inc. in 1998 to provide computer technology, database, and information needs to meet increasing demand for specialized business technology services.  He continues to be involved in every aspect of Datarim's software development and professional services and has created much of Datarim's product line using Access, SQL and Visual Basic. Visit www.Datarim.com and you can see examples of past projects in the custom solutions section.

Willie specializes in data conversion, warehousing, user interfaces, utilities and API interfaces and is currently available for consulting opportunities. Join us Wednesday to meet Willie and glean valuable tips as he shares his experiences, expertise, and tools.

~7:45 (8:00) Favorite Tools and Techniques   --  so bring YOUR demos!!!

YOU asked and you shall receive …  this is YOUR time to share your favorite tool, technique, add-in, template … To preschedule your demo, please email Teresa@DataDynamicsNW.com.  … We’ll also save time for impromptu demos -- So please bring your laptops and files so that others can learn from your experiences.

Send Automated Emails without Security Warning By Vicki Schweickart
One of the things I appreciate most about building applications in Access is the ability to integrate easily with other Microsoft Office applications.  It is possible to create very powerful business solutions that can have a huge impact on efficiency and accuracy. A single click can generate emails with subject lines, distribution lists, messages and attachments that are tailored for each recipient.  One challenge when integrating with Outlook is sending email messages automatically, without having a user there click "OK" when the security message pops up: "A program is trying to automatically send email on your behalf. Do you want to allow this?"  This presentation will highlight a third party tool called vbMAPI that can be integrated directly into your Access project and will allow you to interface with Outlook without using the Outlook Object Model - thus avoiding the dread security message.

Vicki is a freelance developer specializing in business solutions for small companies and start-ups.

Custom Upsizing Tools -- From Access to SQL Server, by Willie McClure 
As follow-up to his presentation on preparing and upsizing to SQL Server, Willie will share some custom tools that he has created to more efficiently and consistently work through the upsizing process.
Other topics and presenters to be announced on Wednesday  --  
It’s time to Show n Share - so bring your laptop and files.

Please RSVP Teresa@DataDynamicsnw.com  so that we can ensure adequate seating and refreshments.
Remote viewing will be available by advanced registration. Use email link: Teresa@DataDynamicsnw.com 
**Volunteers needed to monitor/manage the LiveMeeting comments and questions.  Contact Teresa~!

New Access Team Blog -- Focused on Support Issues (April 2014)
We have another resource for researching and resolving issues that have been reported to the Microsoft Access team.  This blog will share posts by the Microsoft Access support team about issues that they are/have been working on.  It’s a little bit of a “one way street”  - in that the topics and content are selected and provided by the team, but you can have confidence in the content when you are trying to resolve an issue that they have covered. So … you can add this to your list of Favorites >> Access Resources 
http://blogs.technet.com/b/the_microsoft_access_support_team_blog/

Need Test Data  -- Check out  GenerateData.com (April 2014)
Open source tool that allows you to generate limited or large volumes of data in a variety of formats.  In addition to the free tool, you may also choose to make a donation and leverage their resources to generate up to 5,000 records at a time.   This is used and recommended by fellow Access MVPs, so let me know what you think … ;~S
http://www.generatedata.com/#t2

PAUG 2014 Database Designer International Conference at Silver Falls (April 2014)
Sold out for 2014 --- so mark your calendar for 2015 registration -- opens 1/1/2015.
 http://www.paug.com/Conference.asp
Access 2013 Updates - released Feb 12, 2014      http://support.microsoft.com/KB/2760350

 Meeting Location: COMC offices at 6727 185th AVE NE, Redmond, WA. 
Getsch and COMC.com are the new hosts of the Seattle Access Group and Pacific Northwest Access Developer Group. Our meeting nights will be the third Wednesday of every month … So please mark your calendars with a recurring monthly meeting. Registration starts at 6 PM, and we typically wrap up about 9:30.


Directions below, and you can also get driving directions from their site or your map program of choice.

You may want to allow a little extra time for driving and getting familiar with the area. We will also need volunteers to help with the room set-up and clean-up. Along with the break time, these are excellent opportunities for networking.

So … mark your calendars for next Wednesday, and invite a colleague.   
Hope to see you there!!
  Teresa 
Data Dynamics Northwest 
Access MVP 2006 - 2014   
Author, Professional Access 2013 Programming (as well as prior series and titles)


Membership and Dues -- Calendar year membership - Please join or renew now! 
Your paid membership is more important than ever as it is crucial to supporting our meetings.  Your annual dues help to pay for pizza and beverages, drawing items, gratuities, services and so much more. Paid members may participate in drawings and have access more additional resources.
Annual membership is only $30 for one group and $45 for both groups! -- But the value of the tips, tools, resources and networking is *priceless.*  That’s right, the cost hasn't gone up for over 10 years. You can pay with check or cash at the meetings or mail a check to Teresa.  Please make checks payable to PNWADG.         
                             Attendees who are not paid members are asked to donate $5.
Newsletters (including back copies) are available on www.SeattleAccess.org

Need to change your email address? Looking for presentation materials?  Please send an email to Teresa@DataDynamicsNW.com

Networking
Networking 
Pizza + Pop + developers = Technical Talk Time. AKA – Networking and the perfect opportunity to get to know someone that you haven’t talked with before. How else will you find out what you have in common and how you can learn from each other’s experiences? And, because we all have nametags, we can avoid those embarrassing moments of trying to remember a name.      
Nametags are your pizza pass; no nametag - no pizza. (seems reasonable to me <g>). 
(We do our best to accommodate special dietary requests-- please give me 48 hours’ notice. As a courtesy to others, please limit yourself to 2 slices until everyone has a chance to get pizza. Dues help cover meeting costs, so if you don’t pay dues, please make a $5 contribution.)                                            Better yet … become a paid member.

Upcoming Presentations -- Presenters needed … Your suggestions include:
Mike Hernandez -- Database Design

Demos of Current Projects -- Likely, four 15 minute demos to show, share and ask … How about YOU??
Subqueries -- could be expanded to writing effective queries; Queries, subqueries and work tables.
Indexes -- leveraging Access features to optimize performance
Third Party Tools -- Short demos and discussions of YOUR favorites. We need a few volunteers. Ready to sign up?
Please contact Teresa (Teresa@DataDynamicsNW.com) to volunteer, get more information or share more suggestions. The topic list will soon be posted at www.SeattleAccess.org 

THANK YOU to everyone who shared topics, ideas and volunteered. There are YOUR meetings, and your suggestions help us tailor the content to your interests.  YOU are the inval-U-able factor … Your contributions are returned 10 fold --so participate, ask questions, help others, share experiences and … volunteer.  
***     See you at the meetings and via emails.      Can’t make a meeting - register for our online sessions online!  ***
Downloads, Updates and Other Good Stuff (back to top) 
*Digital Copyright Template by Tech Pro Research  (March 2014)
We are awash with digital programs and content to support always-on connectivity, the blending of consumer/business devices and increased local/remote storage capacities. The Tech Pro Research digital copyright policy will help organizations seeking to set guidelines for digital programs and content.
http://www.techproresearch.com/downloads/digital-copyright-policy/

*Anyone can build a SharePoint App with Microsoft Access (from SPC204)   (March 2014)
Come to this session to learn how power users can easily and quickly build SharePoint apps with a full SQL back end without writing any code. You’ll learn how to create rich UI SharePoint apps using Access with low to no involvement or impact from IT.  http://channel9.msdn.com/Events/SharePoint-Conference/2014/SPC204

*The 'how to' guide for selling and managing SharePoint Apps built using Access (from SPC338) (March 2014)
SharePoint applications created by Access are real SharePoint apps that you now can put in the Office Store. These no-code data centric web apps are part of Office 365. To make the publishing of these apps complete, Access has added features to help you deploy upgrades to existing apps. So you can deploy new versions of an app in production without losing their data. See a demonstration in the session video.
http://channel9.msdn.com/Events/SharePoint-Conference/2014/SPC338

*Update on InfoPath and SharePoint Forms (from SPC 348) (March 2014)
This InfoPath session shows some of the Access team’s very early work in this space with Access. It provides an introduction to the vision and roadmap for the Office Forms
http://channel9.msdn.com/Events/SharePoint-Conference/2014/SPC348


* Microsoft Virtual Academy - Free Course (March 2014)
Virtualizing your data center with Hyper-V and System Center  - Learn how
Whether you’re new to virtualization or have some experience, explore this free online training to build your infrastructure from the ground up on the Microsoft stack using System Center (IT Focus).

* Learn about Hybrid Solutions (March 2014)
Success with Hybrid Cloud 
Workload spikes can wreak havoc on your organization’s infrastructure. Learn about a Hybrid technique called cloud bursting that allows the enterprise to expand its capacity and get started with Windows Azure.
Read more >              Start your Windows Azure trial >

Office 365 Home --  $99/year for five installs!   Feb  2014
Wondering what that includes?  A picture’s worth a thousand words … 
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YES … ACCESS!!!!   And Yes, that is Skype to landline calls … So, what are you waiting for?
http://www.microsoftstore.com/store/msca/en_CA/pdp/Office-365-Home-Premium/productID.286397700

Veeam -- Modern Data Protection™ -- Feb 2014
Whether you use VMware vSphere, Microsoft Hyper-V or a combination of both, Veeam® Backup™ Free Edition is a perfect fit for your environment. No matter how you do regular backups, Veeam Backup Free Edition is the must-have tool for managing your VMs.   http://www.veeam.com/free-vm-backup.html
Download Microsoft Office Professional Plus 2013          
 http://technet.microsoft.com/en-US/evalcenter/jj192782.aspx

Get the full featured version for a 60 day trial period.

Tips and Discussions
Right Click Context Menus - Creating Custom Command Bars (Sept 2013)
- Add-in Express provides a free tool that allows you to view available commands and place them on custom command bars (aka popups, toolbars …) http://www.add-in-express.com/products/commandbars-controls-ids.php
You will likely find Microsoft’s  help file to be an invaluable resource.
Office Fluent User Interface Control Identifiers
http://www.microsoft.com/en-us/download/details.aspx?id=6627
Access MVPs – Sharing code and resources
Several Access MVP are sharing resources and links through the website hosted by Arvin Meyer. You will find the tools offered during Crystal’s presentation on her page.   www.AccessMVP.com
Doug Steele, Access MVP and author of “Access Solutions” shares tips and links to other resources.  http://www.accessmvp.com/djsteele/AccessIndex.html

Access Blog – by the Access Team --- one of the top blogs on MSDN!!!
Stay tuned to the community … The team shares insights into their schedule, their favorite features, new features and how to use them. This is also an ideal avenue for the team to talk about issues that are of interest to the Access community. You’ll learn about the people and some of the factors that are helping to shape the future of Access. Whether you’re a seasoned developer or just learning about Access, you’ll find invaluable information and techniques.  From creating a database template to getting help when you need it, The Access Blog covers the gamut. http://blogs.office.com/b/microsoft-access  
A couple of good sites to search for information and programming assistance 
www.mvps.org and Office Developer Center on MSDN. And, we’ve been mentioning the newsgroups. You can search and drill through thousands of threads. Visit http://search.microsoft.com/en-us/CommunityResults.aspx?q=office%20community to search through Microsoft community and support options. 

Utter Access Discussion Forum 
Touted as the number one Access community forum!  This may be a great place to get answers to your questions. And, you’ll see several familiar names as some of our members are prolific posters. Hey, there are even photos from the MVP Summit, so check it out! www.utteraccess.com/forums/index.php

A compilation of links to Access Resources
This site provides an impressive array of links to a variety of resources for Access developers and users.  www.cbel.com/ms_access/

Access Developer Portal MSDN 
Database samples and tutorials provided by Access MVP and other experts.
http://msdn2.microsoft.com/en-us/office/aa905400.aspx 

Database Issue Checker  
Access MVP, Allen Browne offer tips and utilities for casual users through expert developers. The Issue Checker can be used during development or to trouble shoot legacy files. Allen’s site provides a host of other tips and resources, including a compilation of reserved words.  http://allenbrowne.com/  or   http://allenbrowne.com/AppIssueChecker.html 

OUR SPONSORS (back to top)

COMC.com - and Tim Getsch - 2014 host of the SAG and PNWADG meetings!!

Wiley and Wrox -- with over 200 years of publishing expertise in the technical communities. 
www.Wiley.com and www.Wrox.com
Telerik (www.Telerik.com)  (Aug 2013)
Sponsor of the SAG and PNWADG meetings with fun shirts, notepads and other great incentives. Telerik is a leader in .NET tools and host of one of the biggest .NET communities with over 800,000 participants.  

O’Rielly Media  --  (Aug 2013)
Generously providing review copies of Jeff Conrad’s latest book, ”Microsoft Access 2013 Inside Out.”
http://shop.oreilly.com/product/0790145367969.do

Code Magazine   -- FREE --  One Year Subscription   (Nov 2012)
Code Magazine has content covering topics from A to X, and then some --- literally! Check out the index…
With the exciting opportunities for Access 2013, Windows 8, and so much more, you’ll appreciate the value of having the up-to-date reference material provided through Code Magazine. Sign up for your free one year subscription by clicking on one of the following links.  
Link for SAG Members               Link for PNWADG Members

FMS, Inc., (www.fmsinc.com) the world’s leading developer of Microsoft Access 3rd party products with their award winning “Total Access” including Total Access Analyzer, Total Visual CodeTools, and Total Access Emailer. FMS also offers an Access Help Center with various resources such as technical papers, tips, etc. (www.fmsinc.com/MicrosoftAccess/help.html)
Sponsors Wanted: If you know of a company that would be interested in sponsoring our group, please have them contact Teresa. Sponsors may provide products for review or help offset group expenses.

 Meeting Location: COMC offices at 6727 185th AVE NE, Redmond, WA. 
Getsch and COMC.com are the new hosts of the Seattle Access Group and Pacific Northwest Access Developer Group. Our meeting nights will be the third Wednesday of every month … So please mark your calendars with a recurring monthly meeting. Registration starts at 6 PM, and we typically wrap up about 9:30.


From 50, take exit for Hwy 202/Redmond Way and turn right (away from the Redmond Town Center).

Proceed about .8 miles, go up a small hill to the traffic light for 185th Ave NE. 
Left onto 185th Ave NE and go about .7 miles to pass NE 167th Ct on your right.

Turn LEFT into the parking lot for COMC at 6727 185th Ave NE
Use the parking to the right of the building and the side entrance that is about 1/2 down that side.
*******************************************************************

This posting is provided "AS IS" with no warranties and confers no rights. Copyright 2004 – 2014  Teresa Hennig  
Please share our newsletter and encourage your colleagues to sign up; Contact information is confidential. Email is only shared with explicit permission of the owner.
To stop receiving this newsletter, please email Teresa@DataDynamicsNW.com
